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Mourners voice anger 
at family's reserve 


Michael Streeter, 
Anthony Bevins and 
Clare Garner 


National mourning for Diana, 
Princess of Wales, began turn- 
ing to dismay yesterday at the 
Sftoyal family's apparent failure 
vO join in jxibGc displays of grief. 

The dismay- and in some cas- 
es anger - indicated a growing 
gulf between the mood of the 
general public and its tributes 
to Diana across the country a nd 
a Royal Fhmily remaining clos- 
eted Iran view at their Balmoral 
redoubt. 

Some experts sympathetic to 
the monarchy even feared a 
public desire for a scapegoat 
over the tragedy could weaken 
the institution irrevocably. The 
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I-' potential seriousness of tiaesit- 
«* :~y. uation was illustrated by a de- 


fence by Downing Street last 
night of the famflv r s actions. 


( night of the .family's onions. 

■ It pointedly made public the 
feet that Mr Blair-had a 
¥'.■ 15-minule “private” phone con-. 

venation with the Prince of 
. ..Wtei in which the Pri me Min- 
ister pledged his full supporL- 
-His office said the presscouid 
. ; •«» expect the Royal Famijyto 
jfJJumpin and be extras in a me- 
I'.cveat." 

MtBfair emphasised his sup-, 
port for the .Royal Family, 
trying to make all the 
1 arrangements, which 
complex; obviously, for 


Joey Daley-Land, an an- 
thropologist, from Chelsea, 
said: “How come ad of England, 
all of Britain, all of the world, 
knew something the Royal 
Family did not know? 1 don't 
t hink they’ve ever understood 
where Diana is coming from 
and what she meant to so many 
people." 

: Another woman -said: “I 
heard somewhere that Charles 
had spent 30 days with the 
boys last year. He needs to get 
off his backside and stop em- 
ploying people with silly 
names.” 

Attempts were madeyester- 
day to involve more members 


m 






. • , > .»T» ■ ; <?-> 

> .\:£= ttUUiL* :>;£ 

- \'J t tit stvl 



THURSim 4 SEPTEMBER 1997 


FOREIGN NEWS PAGE 12 


x s 




PAR^POWER 

INACTION 


ITITi 


the funeral, at the same lime as 
comforting the two boys^They 
share oar grief very much and 
we should respect that. " 

But then, avifto illustrate the 
gulf that exists' between the 
famOy and the public, and pro- 
viding a lesson of how things 
should he done, Mr Blair 
walked to the end of Downing 
Street to talk to people mourn- 
ing the Princess. 

- Some of the attacks on the 
Royals have been over the de- 
cision to issue a “business-as- 
nsual” message by taking 
Princes William and Harry to 
church at Balmoral on Sunday 
morning, a few hours after 
Prince Charles had broken the 
news to them of their mother's 
death. There was also concern 
that, in keeping with tradition, 
there was noting at half -mast 
over Buckingham Palace. The 
flag only flies when the Queen 
■ is in residence. 

The fear for the family was 
that these immediate concerns, 
combined with reawakened 
apger over the way h allegedly 
.mistreated Diana, could prove 
apotent cocktail of discontent. 
The mood was particularly 
strong among people inter- 
viewed by the Independent as. 
they queued- some for up to 11 
hours - to sign tbe books ofconr 
defence at St James's Palace. 

. . Sandra Seed, a.l 
“I don’t think toe KqjfM rami- 
fy is aware of emotions the 
Britishpeople bam: T$iey treat 
ed Diana very badly. They 
should have been here for these 
days.1 hopothey ctonTtreatany- 
body else like this at'aH.” BUen 
Byrne, who works for the . Sue, 
Ryder Foundation, said: “I 
‘ thoughtthe Queen might have 
gone on the television and said 
how sony die was. Everyone 
would have loved it Just to bear 
her say that "A woman who de- 
clined to be named said: “Why 
does she have to hide behind the 
gates of Balmoral? Mv God, if 
I died I hope my mother-in-law 
would say something, even if she 
wasn’t that fond of me. Diana 
wassucb a pubbe person that we 
expect them to show their 
gneL* 

Susan Connolly, a housewife 
from Pc m bury, near TUnbridgp 
W^lls, agreed. “This happened 
on Simmy. It’s now Wednesday. 

I think it would have been nice 
for some member of the Roy- 
al Family to make a statement. 
That's been a bit slow in com- 





Symbolic: The absence of a flag at Half mast over Buckingham Palace 


Photograph: Tom Piteton 


of the public in Saturday’s day 
of grieving when the Palace said 
the funeral procession to West- 
minster Abbey will be doubled 
in length and two large televi- 
sion screens erected in Hyde 
Park. A statement by the Palace 
saying Prince Chari es will By to 
London with Princes Wiffiam 
and Hany tomorrow evening to 
view Diana’s coffm in the 


Chapel Royal . at St Jametfs a growing 
Palace added that the family , in * fie and the 
particular the princes, were time it is j 
“taking strength from the over- the Royal 
whelming support of the pub- bad.” Pria 
lie,, who are : sharing their impossible 
tremendous sense of loss and family was 


grief. • 

A constitutional expert. 


David Starkey, a supporter of 
Prince Charles, saia there was 


fie and the family. “For the first 
time it is probably the end [of 
the Royal Family]- for good or 
bad.” Prince Charles was in an 
impossible situation but the 
family was showing “emotion- 
al constipation,* Mr Starkey 
said. Penny Jtrnor, a royal bi- 
ographer and another support- 
er, said it was not their way to 


show public emotion but added: 
“It is a bit surprising that the 
Queen has not made expression 
of sorrow. There is no callous- 
ness in it. It's just an inability to 
know what the hell they should 
do.”A Palace spokesman point- 
ed to an statement and said 
grieving was a “private process" 
and people should be allowed 
to do h their own way. 




Bolero: the work of a man going mad 
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Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 


Maurice Ravel’s Bolero, one of 
the most popular pieces of clas- 
sical music everwritten, displays 
signs that it was composed by 
a diseased mind, according to 
a psychiatrist. 

The throbbing rhythm of the 
orchestral piece, which achieved 
saturation exposure after h was 
selected bythe Olympic skaters 
TbrvifiandDeanaspaxtoftiieir 
competition programme, is an 
example of “rauacai persever- 


ation”, indicating that Ravel was 
in. the early stages of dementia. 

Perseveration is the endless 
repetition of a word or sound 
or action in response to a stim- 
ulus and is characteristic of 
saffercrs from Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease and other degenerative 
conditions of the brain. In the 
case of Bolero, the same musi- 
cal phrase is repeated 18 times 
without variation or evolution. 

"Writing in the Psychiatric 
BuUe&K Dr Era Cybulska, a p^- 
chiatrist in Dartford, Kent, says: 
“The most striking feature of 


Bolero is tbe throbbing rhythm 
of obsessive almost baUmana- 
lory insistence, a sort of ‘danse 

macabre'." 

Ravel, who was bom in 1875. 
showed the first signs of the neu- 
rologicaJ problems that were to 
Might bos last decade in 1927, the 
year before he composed 
Bokro. He became disorientat- 
ed during a performance of his 
music and ako began to make 
blunders while writing music. ■ 

He recovered and completed 
a successful tour of tbe United 
States in 192S but four years lat- 


er his dementia, worsened after 
a car accident. He could not 
Speal^rted mwrite and lost con- 
trol of his movements. Although 
his memory, judgement and aes- 
thetic sense were preserved, his 
atakty to express himselfwas pro- 
gressively impeded: a mind 

X d man unresponsive body. 

Cybulska said yesterday 
that she had been drawn to in- 
vestigate Ravel’s background af- 
ter being puzzled by tbe effect 
Bolero had on her. 

“It is a very haunting, at- 
tractive and sensual piece of 


music but it is also irritating. I 
can't listen to it too often. I won- 
dered why 1 found it irritating 
nod when my niece, who is a 
musicologist, looked at the 
score she found exactly the 
same phrase is repeated 18 
times. That is not typical of clas- 
sical music. NonnaQy there £ an 

evolution of the theme." 

There was no questioning 
Rawri's genius but every creative 
work reflected the personality 
of its aDthor, Dr Cybulska said, 
“This is what a genius can do 
when afflicted." 
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Bounty hunt killing 

The killing s in Arizona of a 
couple by a posse of bounty 
hunters has thrown the spot-;, 
light on an arm of the Amer- 
ican justice system redolent of 
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It’s started: Now they 
see visions of Diana 


Clare Gamer 


Tbe deification of Diana has 
begun. A series of bizarre “ap- 
pearances" of tbe princess at 
St James's fblace have become 
the urgent gossip of mourners 
who saw - or thought they saw 
- her image on an oil painting 
inside. 

Same mourners had queued 
for as many as 11 hours to sign 
the Bodes of Condolence. A few 
felt they got .rather more than 
they bad bargained for. 

“Are you the press? I have to 
tell you something.” said one 
hysterical woman. “At tbe end 
or that hall there’s a painting. 
The light is shining on that 
painting in a particular way 
and Princess Diana’s face is 
looking out of iL Everybody’s 
seeing her face looking ouL” 

A sober-looking man in a suit 
leapt to her defence. “There’s 
something in that I don’t know 
what the heck it was. This lady 
started and I thought: ‘Oh my 
God, she’s mad. She’s lost the 
plot’ It’s quite a shadowy face 
in the top right-hand corner of 
the painting. I*m not going to 
say it’s Princess Diana, but it’s 
something very strange and it 
did shock me. I swear to God 
- and Fm not some nutter.” 

Whether or not the appari- 
tion was caused by a trick of the 
light and paintwork, combined 
with the high emotions of the 
moment, it certainly knocked 
sideways, some fairly level- 
headed individuals. 

Following on from the first 
eye witness accounts, David 
Bennett, a 32-year-old restau- 
ranteur from Winchester, 


cm the wall at the end of the 
palace’s Lower Corridor where 
they had been signing the 
books, there hovered a famous 
image of Diana, once cm die 
cover of Vogue. Some said they 
had drawn dose to the painting. 
But when they had done so, tbe 
image vanished. 

Mr Bennett continued: “A 
shiver went right down my 
spine.” Another man jibbered: 
“It's really thrown me a loop, 
that Off tbe record, I think she's 


laughing at the Royal Family-" 
“Yes we saw iL As dear as 


“Yes we saw iL As dear as 
day.” said Leanse Buckerfield, 
a 56-year-old housewife from 
Staines who had queued for 10 


A copy of Bower's portrait 
Scottish National Portrait Gallety 


emerged, as if from an empty 
tomb. “It was Di,” he said, his 


hands shaking uncontrollably. 
“Straight up. Seriously. Top 
right-hand corner. It’s the photo 
with her hands clasped. I kid you 
noL If s absolutely spot on. It’s 
just there.” . 

Their accounts seemed to 
roughly tally, in the top right- 
hand corner of the oil portrait 
of Charles 1 by Edward Bower 


hours. “You know the pore, the 
one with her head cupped in her 
hands. She’s got the tiara on as 
well.” 

Adrian Cooper, a 23-year-old 
office supervisor from Brixton, 
did not look tbe type to be easily 
taken in. He gathered his com- 
posure After a 10 hour wart, the 
apparition was almost too 
much. “It gives you a scare,” he 
said. “Initially it just looks like 
a white mass. I didn’t see it ini- 
tially. Someone said: ‘Did you 
see it?’ She told me exactly 
where to look. It was that pho- 
tograph where she had her 
hands on her face.” 
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MoD under pressure over 
plastic explosives blast 


The Ministry of Defence came under pressure yesterday to make 
an immediate check of its stocks following the discovery by police 
of a quantity of plastic explosives used by the armed services at a 
house in Brecon. 



The find was made during an investigation into the cause of a 
blast at a house in the nud-^hles town on Mondav night in which a 
man died and another was seriously injured. 

A number of 8oz sticks of PE4 explosives were later recovered 
from the home of the injured man, a mile from the scene of the 
blast which police said was caused by lib of material. 

Richard Ljvsqr, MP for Brecon and Radnorshire, said: “I am 
contacting the MoD demandi n g that it r h eclk s all procedures for 
the storage of explosives and the way it accounts for the use of 
these materials. An MoD spokesman said: “We will help the police 
in any way we can.” Tony Heath 


Spat over devolution moratorium 

A spat broke out yesterday between campaigners on Welsh 
devolution as the “No” lobby accused their opponents of breaking 
a mutually-agreed moratorium on political activity. 

The “Just Say No" campaign issued a press release to attack the 
“Yes for Wales" group after apparently being asked by a Labour 
association to attend a meeting. 

A spokesman for the “No" group said it had been told the 
meeting at Greenfield would go ahead with a speaker from the 
“yes" campaign alone if the group did not send anyone. 

“We will continue throughout the whole of the week to refuse to 
partake in any form of campai gnin g whatsoever, lb do otherwise 
would be to disrespect the wish of the whole nation at this 
incredibly sad time," he said. 

Darren Hill, organiser of “Yes for Whies", responded by saying 
that to comment on the allegations would be distasteful at a ume 
when campaigning was supposed to have stopped. Fran Abrams 


Adams ‘prepared to compromise’ 



The leader of Sinn Fein, Gerry 
Adams, said yesterday that the 
party was prepared for 
compromise in the all-party 
talks on Northern Ireland that 
open next week and appealed 
to the Unionists not to act on 
their boycott threat. 

Mr Adams, along with Sinn 
Fein's chief negotiator to the 
talks, Martin McGuinness, and 
Sinn Fein's single Eire MP, 
Caoimbghin O’Caolain, was in 
Washington at the start of a 
four-day US visit designed to 
sell the party’s participation in the talks to republican sym pathis ers 
in the United States and to the American public. 
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He said tie was concerned to differentiate between the party’s demands 
for an end to “British jurisdiction" in Ulster and the presence of Union- 
ists in Eire. “We do not want them to leave. Unionists have as much 
right to be there as we do.” Mary Dejevsky 


T im SmBh, the accountant and former mWeter who 
was forced to stand down as aToiy candidate 
just before the election over thecastrfor ques- 
tions scandal; faces expu&on from the accountancy 
profession.- 

Mr Smith, who was Btrongty cri tk ase d by Sir Gor- 
don Downey, the PaifianiQntaryCommi&S^ 


s'derabtecorrfusfo nabout the prectoamcrarft, which 
. Mr Snath t^ saikf could have been asmuch as £25,tio& 
•• Sir Gordon was critical not only of Mr SmffcTsl&ck 
ofoaridouP dverflw a ff air butateo ■tooughafoctlfcat 
Mr $mHfr r as an accountant, “should have (besnfex- 
periled to have irtore accurate Tecprds?; 

. Sir Gordoq also raises an Establishment eyebrow 


C4 poach ‘Panorama’ editor 


Channel 4 has poached the editor of Panorama, Steve Hewlett, to 
be its new head of documentaries and features under new chief 
executive Michael Jackson. Mr Hewlett was in charge of Panorama 
when it took on a more populist touch. This included securing the 
famous interview with the Princess of Whies. - • • 


dards in his report on the scandal, Is being charged at the fact that MrSmith "appeared qurtnuheonoerned 
by tire Institute of Chartered Accounte n t s with jxfriq- : abouttho impffcafiopserf rpcaMngrooney, puiportedty 
ingthe pro f es si o n Irrtodisrepute.Tha decision to pro- onbehaff^aric^ripariy Inthefortriof cash payments 
coed follows an investigation bythe ICA started inthe’/tilrecSy fromqrindf fts olticaFS’. J 1 V 
wake erf the publication of Sir Gordon's reporfln July : V. Mr Smfth raflye&caped suspension asani®*be- 
and completed on Tuesday: . ; X.. .. ' - caisetefradl^Rartferwrt by thetfirietfle report was 

Accordfog to a report in Accountancy Age, Mr SmHh • Ypubflshod:// ' J* J £' 

faces a tribunal in die autumn in whlcjube coukhta^W^alfowOTg Sir Gordon’s 

expelled from the IGA which would etidtifi^encftjf^- satfhatHfrSmfffrsHI- 
career as an accountant.. / .7 - •>. - v “V v : ? he^mmemba t^ we'yw^M recommend a subsfanfel 

While Neil Hamiltonjthe other main protagonist Iri-.; senccriaffrie tfoosrfL 
the cash for questions affair, contjnues-to dgf^haiy->4>£^)fc&fi aiqandktota for flfesafe- 

ing reedved cash for questionsrthere 6 'no such doubt '* s^'Beacpri^ad.'ldaSr jferts oifhe evWedce'giyen 
with Mr Smith. He admfflad having received payments to Sir Gordon were feakecLMr. Smith raid lastnigbt- 
in cash from Mohamad ai-Fayed, the owner of Har- *1 can’tco mnT ent*anddedlnedtD saywfa«hef tie was 
rods, in return for lobbying services but there is con- still woridng as.an accountant.;/ OvIstlatiWdimm 


Fresh threat as BA talks break down 


Travellers face the threat of further industrial action at British 
.Airways after it became dear yesterday that talks had reached an 
impasse. Officials of the Transport & General Workers Union were 
understood to be resisting calls for more strikes from leaders of 
9.000 cabin crew and hoped for fresh negotiations. 

Union leaders tabled proposals for saving £42m. but it was not 
dear whether management were prepared to accept the plan. Both 
sides say offidaily that talks are continuing, but employees' 
representatives say that the negotiations have reached a stalemate. 

If there is no settlement union officials may call a fresh ballot 
among the cabin crew who came out on a three-day strike earlier 
this summer. Barrie dement 
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Texaco faces court over oil leak 

The United States oil giant Texaco was last night facing the 


Crash-death 
girl gives life 
to five others 


prospect of criminal proceedings after admitting it was responsible 
for the worst leak from a British oil production rig in nine years. 


for the worst leak from a British oil production rig in nine years. 

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) said it bad asked 
the Procurator Fiscal to consider taking legal action against Texaco 
for the oil spill from its North Sea Captain rig 90 miles northeast of 
Aberdeen. "We have completed our investigation into the spill and 
a report has been sent to the Procurator Fiscal’s office today," a 
DTI offidal said. 

Texaco said in a statement that the leak on 25 August was four 
times larger than first estimated. Though dwarfed by acridents in 
Britain, such as the 71.800-ton Sea Empress spill, by recent 
standards among oil producers the Texaco leak was very large. 
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A 13-year-old girl who was killed in 
a car accident has helped live 
others to live by donating her or- 
gans. 

Jadd Franklin-List believed she 
was too young to carry a donor 
card but had made it dear to her 
parents that she wanted her or- 
gans used if anything happened to 
her. She gave three babies, an 
eight-year-old child and a grandfa- 
ther the chance of a new fife. 

Jack! was knocked down by a 
car last April while cycling with her 
brother near her home in Surrey. 
She was taken to Atkinson Moriey 
Hospital in Wimbledon, where she 
was put on a life-support machine 
but died next day. 

One kidney was given to a 60- 
y ear-old man, her liver was divided 
between an eight-month-old baby 
and an eight-year-old girl and two 
other babies, one four days old 
and one 18 months old, received 
heart valves. All are now doing 
well, according to JackTs stepfa- 
ther, Ray List 

He said: “We told the doctors 
we wanted her organs donated 



Beauties flee 
beast of a place 


before they asked us. Now five 
others have benefited and we feel 
it wasn’t a complete waste of a 
life. To start with it didn’t help a 
great deal. We were both so upset 
But now time has passed it cer- 
tainly has helped - especially 
when you think of the three young 
babies who are just starting life." 

The UK Transplant Support Ser- 
vice Authority in Bristol said there 
was no upper or lower age limit for 
carrying a donor card. 

Jeremy Laurence 
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SOCIETY 

Britain leads world in 
computer ownership 

Britain may lag behind its competitors in sport and maths but it 
i«ifk the world in one field — computer-ownership. 

According to a survey published today, Britain comes top out of 
17 countries for the proportion of schools with computers. 

It also tops the table, along with Belgium, for the highest 
proportion of home computers. One in three homes now has a 
computer compared, for instance, with the United States where the 
figure is 28 per cenL 

One in five computer-owning households is connected to the 
Internet, says the survey commissioned by Olivetti Personal 
Computers which covered 14 European countries, the United 
States, Canada and Japan. 

A survey of 2,000 British children, which formed part of the 
study, found that there has been a big increase in computer 
ownership in households with children. About two-thirds of these 


use a computer compared with 45 per cent two years ago. 

In almost one in five households with children there are at least 
two computers. 

Britain is the only country with at least one computer in every 
primary school. In Japan the figure is 70 per cent and in Germany 
less than 10 per cenL 

In secondary schools there are twice as many computers tor 
every 100 students as in Germ any. Britain is even further ahead of 
Japan, Ranee and Italy. Judrth Judd 


WILDLIFE 

Gulls lure birds to high-rise death 


Seagulls In Toronto have learned to lure migrating birds to their 
deaths by gri ding thgm into skyscrapers, claim researchers. 

like the Cornish wreckers who used to lore ships onto rocks for 
their cargoes, the gnils dope their prey into crashing into high 
glass buildings, which stuns them. The birds then fall to street 
level, which can mi them, and the gulls eat the remains. 

The extraordinary phenomenon, reported today in New Scimtar 
magazine, been seen in Tbronto home of the world s tallest 
structure, the CN Tbwer. 

While dty birds learn to avoid bright lights and reflective glass, 
thousands of migrating birds die after crashing into the t 
skyscrapers. The exhausted birds are first attracted to the bright 
lights and then get trapped in the maze of b ui ldings. Usually 
“some collide with the glass, 
some drop from exhaustion,” 
said Michael Mesure, of 
Toronto's Fatal Light 
Awareness Programme 
(FLAP), a voluntary group 
dedicated to rescuing stunned 
birds. 

The gulls started off 
scavenging dead birds that had 
been accidentally killed. But, 
said Mesure, “as more gulls 
competed for food, some 
learned to drive birds into 
collisions”. Charies Arthur 


INCOME 


Blair area a poverty-free zone 


No employees in Islington North, the constituency where Tony 
Blair used to live, earns less than the likely level of the national 


'minimum wage according to an analysis of the annual survey of 
earnings by the Office for National Statistics. It will come as a 


surprise to anybody familiar with Islington’s pockets of poverty, but 
along with Bexleybeatb and Fulham, the survey showed nobody 
'Who worked there earning below £4 an hour. 

By contrast, the parliamentary constituency with the highest 
proportion earning below £4 an hour was St Ives, with 31.3 per cent 
below that level. 

The introduction of a national minimum wage will help a higher 
proportion of employees in Wales than any other region. An article 
in the ONS’s monthly Labour Market Trends shows that 93 per cent 
of Welsh employees earn less than £3 JO an hour, compared to only 
3.2 per cent in London and 63 per cent in the Soulh-easL 


Miss England and Miss Wales 
were among 10 Miss Europe con- 
* testants to flee the Ukraine yester- 
day days before the final 
competition, apparently disgusted 
with living conditions in the former 
Soviet republic. 

Ten have left,* said one 
organiser. There were 43 women 
due to compete for the title on 
Saturday. 

A spokesman for the British 
Embassy in Ukraine's capital city 
said Miss Wales, Kathy Ann Peyton 
and Miss England, Emma Scon, 
left yesterday afternoon. 

The young women had 
complained previously of being 
served stale bread and of not 
having their sheets changed fora 
week at their residence, a former 
resort of Communist Party bosses 
located in a forest outside of Kiev. 

Local media reported that Miss 
Wales and Miss England had been 
forced into a local nightclub where 
they were “treated tike prostitutes*. 

Organisers did not confirm 
whether any incident took place, 
but one said two of the young 
women wanted to be in England 
for the funeral of Diana, Princess 
of Wales. Kiev- Reuter 


ENVIRONMENT 


Antarctic sea ice ‘shrinking 1 


Whaling records suggest that the floating sea ice surrounding the 
Antarctic shrunk by a quarter between the mid 1950s and the early 
1970s, says an Australian scientist writing in Nature. 

During those two decades the edge of the ice retreated 
southwards fry nearly 3 degrees of latitude - or hundreds of miles. 
Wiliam de la Mare bases his finding on an analysis of the whale 
catching records dating from 1931 to 1987 and kept by fleets from 
several nations. It is thought to be more likely to be a natural 
phenomenon rather than an early sign of man made climate 
change. 
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AUTOMATIC ROLL-UP 
GARAGE DOORS 


WestiHadhrerfbeioclaybeeause we dU a good job yesterday 


jiiimiimiiimiviiiiiimi 


Michael Streeter ~ 

For the second day running, 
Buckingham Palace yielded to 
the .public clamour to say 
farewell to Diana, Princess of 

ing fteTe^^«i» fttoeral 
procession. - " \ 

Just 24 hours after ruling out 
any lengthening- but agreeing 
to “narrow" the procession to 
give more people access — offi- 
cials said that her body would 

- be taken "to Keusingtofa Palace 

- from St James’s PaTacetomc?- 
row evening before the cortege 
started its journey on Saturday. 

This wfll more than double 
the length of the route to ac- 
commodate estimates of up to 
2 million people converging on 
central London on Saturday. 
Thm sport Officials are meeting 
. today to make arrangements to 

• cope with what are expected to 
be tbe-biggest crowds ever to 
converge on the capital. 

The coffin will leave Kens- 
ington Palace at aroundTOam, 

carried on a gun carriage by rid- 
ers of the King's Troop and es- 
corted by mounted police: It wul 
join the Test of lhe procession 
at .The Mall as/ originally 
piaAned at 10.25am. . 

• The new route passes down 
Palace Avenue, on to Kensing- 
ton 1 High Street- and-Queen s 
Gate, past the Albert Memor- 
ial and along Carnage Road in 
Hyde Park, ft wiH then pass Ap- 
sley House and tinder Welling- 
ton Arch to Constitution Hill 
and The Mall. 

A Palace spokesman said 

*\j§e‘vc always tried tomnsid- 
er a way ; of lengthening the 
route. in such a way -that more 
people would be able to see the 
pipccssion in safety," he said. 
He said that using Kensington 
Gardens and Hyde Park m a 
, “safe and secure way” of en-. 
. suripgthaL •_ -- 

-. 7 Earlier.thc palace announced 
that bvog&n* televiskmsaeeus 

• would be mounted- in Hyde 


Park - awakening memories of 
past events there attended by 
The Princess - to allow more 
than 100,000 people to get a 
view of the proceedings. The 
service wfll also be transmitted 
to, the crowds outside West- 
minster Abbey by loudspeaker." 

After the service arid one- 
minute silence, the Princess of 
Wales's coffin' will be driven at 
stately : pace through central 
London, through die north of 
the city and along the Ml to 


ter Place. It will turn towards 
Lord's cricket ground, along 
Park Road to Wellington Road, 
then north along Finchley Road. 

From Hendon Way the 
cortege will pass over the Brent 
Gross flyover and take the North 
Circular Road to Staples Corner 
to the start of the Ml at junction 
1. It wiH go up the motorway at 
around 40mph and leave it at 
junction 15A near Wootton in 
Northamptonshire. On the mo- 
torway it will' be followed by a _ 



of Northamptonshire police 
uxgedpeople to stay away from 
the village and from the A&horp 
estate to give Diana’s family the 
privacy they have asked for. 

He said after the cort&ge 
leaves the motorway it win do- 
ve along the A43 at lQmph, then 
around the outskirts of 
Northampton before going 
through HhdestoDe and on to the 
mam gates of AKhcap House, 
where it will leave public view. 

Police have been in consul- 
tation with the local parish 
council and 250 passes allowing 
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St Mary the Virgin at Great flrington Photograph: Reuters 

£ We’ve tried to lengthen 
the route so more people 
could watch in safely s 

Buckingham Palace spokesman 


Northamptonshire. The route 
taken by the hearse, followed by 
members of the Royal Family 
and the Spencer family, wfll be 
from the Abbey to Coastmmon 
Hill, as it came from St James’s 

Palace. , .. ! ." 

. It will continue, to Apstey 
SVay and Wellington Arch., 
Hyde Park Comer, Park Lane, 
Cumberland Gate, Tyburn Wfey, 
Marble Arch, Oxford Street 
and Portman Street toGfouces- 


“rollmg read block”, which traf- 
fic wxD be allowed to follow. 

- The 77-mile route will give 
hundreds of thousands - pos- 
sibly milli ons - of people a 
chance to see the cort&ge. 

Yesterday, speaking at a press 
conference in Great Brington, 
where the Princess's coffin wfll 
belaid to restin'the Spencer ^ fem- ■ 
fly mausoleum- in the cbnrchof: 
St Mary the Vffgjru Assistant 
Oiief Constable Pmk Whiwfey 


ton will be issued, along with 
maps informing the general 
pubHc of the sealed-off area. 
Motoringgronps urged drivers 
not to break motorway roles try- 
ing to caich a glimpse of Diana's 
-funeral procession. 

.. Extra (rains will be laid on to 
bring people in to London, and 
traffic organizations yesterday 
urged mourners to leave their 
cars at home and use public 
transport Richard Freeman, 
spokesman for the Automobile 
Association, said: “Don't even 
think about bringing cars into 
the capital, lb my knowledge, 
they are not laying on access to 

extra parkingor lifting parking 
restrictions. There could never 

be enough parking available for 
the amount of viators expect- 
ed. We're advising people to 
park outside; use public trans- 
port and leave plenty of time." 

But there is concern that the 
capital's infrastructure will be 
unable to cope with the scale of 

visitors. A London transport 
spokeswoman warned: “There 
will be massive congestion on the 
Underground. We would advise 
people to walk from Waterloo 
to wherever they are going to 
watch the procession from? 

The estimated 2 million- 
strong crowd is eclipsed by the 
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says colleague 
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lofm Lichfield 

Paris 


Henri Paul, the man who drove 
the car in which the Princess of 
Whies died, lied about his mili- 
tary record and was not licensed 
to drive a large, armoured lh-rv- 

ousine, it was alleged yesterday. 

The French military, af te r 
checking its records, said Mr 
Paul, 41, had never been an air 
force captain, as his employer, 
the Ritz Hotel, claimed. Nor 
had he finished his military 
service as head of security at an 
airbase in Rochefort, on the Bay 
of Biscay, tn 1986. 

According to the military 
press office, he served at 
Rochefort as an officer cadet, 
during his national service in 
1979. He was later in the mili- 
tary reserve, where he learned 
to fly, but never rose above the 
rank of reserve lieutenant He 
left the reserve in 1992. 

The earlier account erf Mr 
Paul’s military career was given 1 
by the Ritz in good faith, pre- 
sumably based on the infor- 
mation he had oven them. 
Another chauffeur employed 


by the Ritz. s piting anony- 
mously to Reach radio and tele- 
vinon, alleged yesterday that 
Mr Paul did not have the special 


police licence required to drive 
die armoured Mercedes S28Q. 


-employed 


the armoured Mercedes S28Q, 
which crashed into the pillar af 
an underpass in the early hours 
Of Sunday morning. The Prefec- 
ture de Police confirmed that a 
special licence was needed lo 
obtain one, a driver had to pass 
a medical test and prove he was 
erf “good morality”. The police 
source would not comment on 
whether Mr Paul had the licence. 
■ A spokesman for the Fayed 
family, owners of the Ritz Ho- 
tel, insisted yesterday that this 
allegation was “totally un- 
founded”. Michael Cole said the 
vfebade had been leased from an 
agency in Paris and Mr Paul 
needed.no special qualifica- 
tions to drive it. Asked to com- 
ment on the exaggeration of Mr 
Paul’s military record Mr Cole 
said that- the French army was 
“splitting hairs”. 

He said the Fayed family 
wanted further investigation of 
the two official police tests, 
which showed that Mr Paul 


was driving with three to four 
times the legal level of alcohol 
in his blood “Alcohol from the 
shattered radiator was thrown 
over all the people who were in 
that car. They were all covered 
in alcohol,” Mr Cole said “We 
are not satisfied that the alco- 
hol tests were conducted in the 
correct manner.” 

The anonymous Ritz chauf- 
feur, in his interview with 
France 2 and Europe 1, said 
“everyone” at the hotel knew 
that Mr Paul had been drink- 
ing on Saturday night- He had 
been sent home, on call if nec- 
essary. and “everyone knew 
th at he boozed when he wasn’t 
working”. 

At Dodi Fayed’s request, Mr 
Paul was recalled to the hotel 
latp in the evening, after the reg- 
ular chauffeur had been sent out 
in a decoy car to draw off the 
photographers outside. “At the 
Ritz, when the Ffcyedsare there, 
it's panic stations,” the chauf- 
feur said. “Whatever they ask 
for, people never say *no’.” He 
described Mr Paul as a “bit too 
sure of himself — a man who 
wanted to do too much”. 
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Paris mourns: A couple pay homage to Diana at memorial set tijmear flie Afina bridge 
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killed Diana, Princess of Wales 
and then fled are expected to 
give themselves up to police for 
questioning, their agency said 
yesterday. 

As the police inquiry began 
to home m on the paparazzi 
who escaped, Laurent Sola, a 
37-year-old photographer who 
runs a Pans picture agency, 
said he .thought that the free- 
lances who took the pho- 
tographs to him to sell would 
co-operate. 

Admitting for the first time 
that he had received and trans- 
mitted pictures taken after Sun- 
day morning’s crash, Mr Sola 
said he had now landed all neg- 
atives over to the police. 

“I had some pictures bat I no 

tureTto the Erei^policefl 
can’t speak in [the photogra- 
phers’] place. But I think they 
will speak to the French police,” 
Mr Sola said. 

“They had the reflex reaction 
of 99 per cent of photographers: 
to do their job. They took the 
photos and left” 

- Since then, they have been in 
a state of shock. 

Mr Sola would not name 
those involved nor reveal how 
many there were. He said he did 
not know whether other agen- 
cies also had photographs. 

But it is understood that po- 
lice want to weak to two- men 
who escaped by motorcycle to 
sell tbeur rolls. of film. 

In somcpictures circulating 

tbefa^^^med faScissik re- 
ported tobestaring straight into 
the camera. . . 

Mr Sola added that he was 
still . receiving “dozens and 
dozens* of telephone calls ftcin 
the media around the^ world ask- 
ing to see- the photographs and 
offering hundreds of thousands 
of pounds. 

But like the Big Pictures 
agentywhich received the pho- 
tographs in London shorty af- 
ter the accident and before 
Diana was pronounced offi- 
cially dead, be said he decided 
not to deal with them as soon 
as the gravity of the situation be- 
came dear. 

On Tuesday, Herve Stephan, 
the examining magistrate ap- 
pointed to headthe inquiry, 
placed sixphotographers and a 

motOrCydctf under rm n»stigarin n 
for plans laughter, recklessly 
causing bOdity harm and failing * 
to help victims erf an accident _ 
the “Good Samaritan” law. 

But Mr Stephan made dear •. 
that the inquiry would cover all 
those who may have played a 
part in the pursuit, crash and 
subsequent events.' 

WflUam Bourdon, the lawyer 
representing Nicolas Arsov, 
one of the seven charged, said 
tile examining magistrate had a 
duty to pursue his inquiries. But 


he said he believed that when 
the inquiry was complete “I 
gness it will appear to him that 
there is no objective basis for 
these charges”. 

■ There has been widespread 
revulsion that photographers 


continued to take pictures while 
the fatally injured Princess was 


the fatally injured Princess was 
unconscious and her compan- 
ion Dodi Fayed, son of Hanods 
owner Mohamed A1 Fayed, lay 
dead. But Mr Bourdon said 
none of the photographers was 
a professional meffic capable Of 


helping the seriously injured. 
“What could they do?” he 


“What could they do?” he 
asked, and he repeated bis be- 
lief that the paparazzi were be- 
ing made scapegoats. 

As details of the unpublished 
350-page police report contin- 
ued to leak, it emerged that wit- 
nesses have told investigators 









amed A1 Fayed: dvtl 
>n against photogr a phers! 


4 They had 
the reflex 
action to do 
their job. 
They took 
the photos 
and left } 


Laurent Sola 


that Romuald Rat, a photog- _ 
rapber with the Gamma agency, 
moved toePrincess'sbodyasrf . 
to get a better shot 
. But Philippe Benamon, for 
Mr Rat,- said .his client was 
chec k ing Diana’s pulse. And in 
a statement, Gamma said they ■ 
were confident he would be ex- 
onerated and that his conduct 
was “humane and professional” 
Lawyers have been advising 
the paparazzi themselves to 
say little about the case. Mo- 
hammed A1 Fayed is bringing a 
civil action against the photog- 
raphers alongside die criminal - 
proceedings, as is the fannly of 
the chauffeur, Henri Paul, Who 
also died. 
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the aftermath 


Diana 1961-1997 


Charles and Camilla forced apart 






&- 




The Prince of Wales; May be 
booed and hissed at flineral 


Kathy Wafa 

Prince diaries once spoke of the 
“soul refreshing” quality of the 
MBs and pine forests around Bal- 
moral Castle. It is to be hoped 
that he has found some solace 
this week in the rugged Hlgh - 
land scenery of the Royal estate: 

Tomorrow, he must emerge 

from the seclusion of Balmoral 
and guide his sons through the 
ordeal of Diana's funeral. It win 
be the most difficult day of 
their lives, and possibly °f his 
toaRn: so strar^isnatmrial sen- 
timent towards bis ex-wife that 
it must be possible that the 
Prince win be booed or hissed 
by the crowds lining Use route 
of the procession. 


As he steels himself for the 
funeral. Prince Charles must be 
reflecting on the cruellest hand 
yet dealt him by Fate. Diana’s 
new relationship with Dodi 
Fayed had magnified his chances 
of softehingiHih&c attitudes to- 
wards Camilla Parker-Bowles, 
the woman he has laved for 
marc than two decades. 

. Now everything has changed. 
Prince Charies's priority, now 
and for many years to come, 
must be W illiam and Harry. As 
their only parent, he win need 
to devote more time to. them 
and fill the void left by their 
mother’s death. 

As he tries to console the 

boys in these early days, one can 
only speculate on bis own 


confused emotions. A huge Amid his anguish, the Prince 
sense of loss, no doubt, for is deprived of the company of 
mends say that despite the bit- Camilla, the woman on whom 
ter circumstances m which he he relies for emotional support, 
parted from Diana, a strong He has spoken to her by 

£ Diana’s death has y 
set them back years 

Judy Wade, Hello! magazine 


bond endured from their 15- 
year marriage. But a loss tinged 
with ambivalence, possibly with 
anger, certainly with the guflt 
that he could have helped pre- 
vent her premature passing. 


telephone many times from 
Balmoral, according to friends. 
But given the near-sanctiikaiion 
of Diana, it is inconceivable that 
. they can meet in the near future, 
and their longer-term hopes of 


being together have been vir- 
tually dashed. 

The campaign waged by the 
couple's friends to rehabilitate 
Camilla as an acceptable com- 
panion, even future wife, for 
Prince Charles has been aban- 
doned. A party next week in aid 
of the National Osteoporosis 
Society, of which die is patron 
and at which he was to he guest 
of honour, has been cancelled. 
So has a holiday that they 
planned to take together in 
Scotland later this month. 

"Diana's death has set 
Charles and Camilla back 
years,” said Judy Wade, Royal 
correspondent for Hello! mag- 
azine. "It is the worst thing that 
could possibly have happened 


to them. Their situation is ab- 
solutely hopeless. 

"If Camilla's car is seen near 
Higfagrove in the next six 
months, it could be the end nf 
them. The public simply won't 
tolerate iL" 

The Prince will need to muster 
all bis resources for Saturday. Dr 
David Staride, a constitutional 
expert, detects a growing mood 
ofnostility towards him. "There 
is such a national head of steam 
building up at the moment that 
anything could happen at the 
funeral," he said 

"I'm not sure that the Royal 
Family know what they are 
letting themselves in for. I feel 
desperately sorry for Prince 
Charles.” * 



CamOa Parter-Bowtes: Charles 
could have to sideline her 
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Amanda KaHy . 

Never before has such a thick carpet of heart- 
felt floral tributes drowned the entrance to any 
royal palace and never before has business been 
quite so good for their suppliers. 

Florists across the capital have watched their 
profits soar as thousands of people choose to ex- 
press their grief for Diana, Princess of Whies, with 
a simple bunch of flowers. 

Shops, stallholders and supermarkets around 
Buckingham Palace, St James’s Palace and 
Kensington Palace are rushing in extra supplies 
to meet the demand and companies like Inter- 
flora add Teleflower have seen a significant rise 
in the number of telephone orders. 

The Flowers and Plams Association, which rep- 
resents the industry, predicts that, by the end of 
the week, Diana's death will have provoked the 
largest number of floral tributes ever recorded. 
They believe demand may even exceed that of 
Mother’s Day when orders soar by £50 million. 

Spokeswoman Andrea Cajdecourt said: “The 
rush has been gofeg on since Sunday when peo- 
ple began wantirig.lo lay floral tributes. People 
coming to London at the weekend may wdl want ‘ 
to bring more .flowers with them or to lay them 
at various sites around the country. 

“Wc don't expect to-run out though. A lot of 
functions in London which would usually have 
numerous floral displays have been cancelled ami 
there are a lot of flowers available seasonally at 
the moment.” 

Connie Chandler, area manager of the Flow- 
ers at Waterloo company which has branches at 
ad London’s major railway stations, said: “Wfe have 
been very busy, especially at Charing Cross and 
Victoria, with lots of people getting off trains and 
buying flowers before going to pay their respects. 

“We are doing particularly well at the lower 
end of the market with bunches of roses and car- 
nations. A lot of children are craning to our stalls 
with theirparents and they each want their own 
bunch of flowers to lay. • • 

"We haven’t considered raising our prices, 
though, because we are busy enough not to have 
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$ay ft wftft flowers: A stallholder at Covent Garden market In central London carrying in new supplies of flowers to meet the huge demand 

to. It may benefit us financially for one day, but. ■■ 

. it would leave a bad taste, in the mouths of many 

Traders at Covent Garden, flower market have ^ ML I I 1 1 B^^kB 

been preparing themselves for the millions of B fl BwMT fl |k|H Ift fl B B « ffisJBIj flfl ffll lSL, B-uBL 

m fo urr all uicccnnuu jc> 

Evans said: “Stall holders have put in extra orders -itfi -HiZi BXKB? . a. H&EBII ^ 

for the weekend and we are expecting a large de- m m 

lively from Holland tonighL ... B I^BI k I BB + 

‘Aroinxl 70 per cem of ourhoweis are imported fl fl^L flfl ^kfl fl fl ^kfl fl fl ^LB fl _ * 

but availability has not been a problem as this is II Bflfl fl B IRIIV 

^Thefirast floral tribute to DLan^wiD be flora MMMlf Hllllll l rf^^‘ lll? ' nin J I 1 ^8 

in from every comer of the globe: roses from 

Kenya. Orchids from Thailand, sunflowers from ,v!fe •!"' 

Israel and Iflies from Jersey. I — 7- ~~T- 
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Guestlist reflects a 




• Free delivery on all sheds 
and greenhouses 

• 34 different sheds 

• 26 different greenhouses 
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As is life, so in death; Diana's 
funeral congregation will in- 
chide a large cross-section of foe 
famous and glamourous with 
whom the Princess spent much 
of her adult life. 

The guest list, though con- 
taining a scattering of politicians 
and foreign dignitaries, will re- 
flect the Princess's own life, and 
will be based as much on the 
views of the Spencer family 
and her own private office as 
those of the Palace. 

Among the celebrities from the 
world of pop music, her friend 
Ellon John wiD be attending the 
Westminster Abbey service, 
where it is thought he will sing. 

Other pop stars expected are 
George Michael and Sting, to- 
gether with his wife.Thidi Siyler. 
From a different generation; the 
Vfelsh-bom singer SWricyBassey 
is likely to attend. 

Although Saturday's cere- 
mony will not rival designer 
Gianni Versace's service for 
sheer volume of fashion glitterati 
- an event attended by Diana 
herself - leading figures from 
that world will be represented. 
These may include include the 
models Cindy Crawford and 
Iman, wife of David Bowie- 
. Other celebrities Jikefy to be 
asked will include the business- 
man Richard Branson, Anna- 
Harvey, the deputy editor of 
Ifigae magazine, the actor John 
Thivolta, the dancer \^yne Seep 

and the .photographer Msuao.. 
Tcstino, who took portraits of fee 
Princess for I*rwry /fee*. 
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In mourning: Diana’s friends 
Jemima Khan (above) and 
George Michael (below) 



whom she shared a holiday in 
Greece two weeks ago. 

It was unclear -last night 
whether former close male 
friends such as WOl Carling, the 
one time En gland rugby captain, 
will he invited. 

Among charity friends will 
be the Rev Tbny Lloyd of The 
Leprosy Mission, Mike Whitlam, 
of the British Red Cross and 
Derek BodeU, of the National 
AIDS Trust 

The Palace has no t sent oat the 
usual endless invitations to am- 
bassadors m black suits, and 
there has been a deliberate at- 
tempt to avoid a dignitary-driven 
ceremony. However, there win be 
rep r esentatives from other coun- 
tries, including Hflhuy Clinton, 
and the French President Jaques 
Chirac's wife Bernadette. 

The form of the 45 minute 
service is still not finalised, 
though it is believed that Verdi's 
Requiem , one of Diana’s 
favourite pieces of classical 
music, will be played. The or- 
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Her friend Jemima Khanand 
the former Pakistan cricket cap- 
tain Imran Khan wfll he presen t 
as will Jemima's mother Lady 
Annabel Gobkazuthandl&naX 

Brazilian friend Lucia Ftechade 
Lkoa. Near the tci) of tbc fet wIU 
be Rosa Mopckton, ope of 
Diana’s closest friends with 


is to plan a dignified and tradi- 
tional service which also fils the 
modem image of the “People’s 
Princess". 

Dr William Beaver, the 
Church of England's head of 
communications, stressed: “It is 
arel^iousoccasionandit&asen- 
a'tive occasion, but we want it to 
be one in which everyone can 
share.” 

One of the princess’s Show- 
business' friends, the' singer 
Luciano Pavarotti, has said be 
was asked to sing - but was too 
grief-stricken to accept 
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Biggest television event in history 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

The funeral js estpecied to be the 
biggest television event in his- 
tory and the BBC will make so 
much money from covering it 

and selling Diana-related pro- 
grammes that it has decided to 
give ali the money it makes to 
her memorial fund. 

Estimates of a television 
audience of 15 billion is already 
being mentioned, but worldwide 
figures are notoriously difficult 
to estimate. Forty five 
broadcasters have already re- 
quested a feed from the BBC’s 
cameras in Westminster Abbey 
and along the funeral route, and 
the BBC will charge them for the 
coverage “at normal news 
rates*’, according to a spokes- 
woman. 

The BBC's coverage will be 
led by David Dimbleby, with 
Tom Fleming - the voice of 
countless Remembrance Day 
ceremonies - commentating 
on the service. 

In the biggest outside broad- 
cast operation ever undertaken, 
100 cameras and 300 technicians 
will cover the funeral in a simul- 
cast for BBC1 and BBC2. BBC 
World, the corporation's in- 
ternational channel, will broad- 
cast to a further 137 countries. 
All five national radio stations - 
will merge with local radio in a 
programme broadcast by Radio 
4’s lames Naughtie. 

Both the BBC and ITN will 
have cameras inside Westmin- 
ster Abbey. ITN, which is also 
supplying other national broad- 
casters, will have 19 cameras in- 
side the Abbey and 50 covering 
the route. 


TV's top draws 


Winston Churchill’s funeral 
(1965) - 350 million (Europe) 
Wedding of Charles and 
Diana ( 1 981) - 700 million 
3 Tenors Concert (1990) - 
800 million 
Superbowl (1993) - 
750 million 

3 Tenors and World Cup 
Final (1994) -1.4 billion 
Opening Ceremony of the 
Olympics (1996) -3 5 billion 


QThe global 
audience is 
expected to 
dwarf all 
previous 
events J 


ITN’s coverage will be led by 
Trevor McDonald with Jon 
Suchet providing the formal 
commentary along the route 
and inside the Abbey. ITN and 
the BBC ore supplying pictures 
to the two giant screens in 
Hyde Park for the crowds who 
cannot get to the funeral route. 

BBC and ITN journalists will 
account tor just a fraction of the 
number covering the funeral. 
The big three American net- 
works, CNN, NBC and ABC 
have been broadcasting their 
nightly news reports from Lon- 
don all week and have brought 


an estimated 150 staff into Lon- 
don to provide coverage. 

NBC has been trying to sign 
up Tina Brown, Britisn editor 
of the New Yorker to contribute 
to its coverage which will be led 
by anchorman Tom Brokaw. 
ABC has the doyenne of Amer- 
ican TV news Barbara Walters 
and CBS will use Dan Rather. 
CNN, which believes its pictures 
have the potential to reach 500 
milli on people, will use Bernard 
Shaw, the anchorman made fa- 
mous the Gulf War. The R>r- 
eign Press Association has 
registered 300 new journalists 
in London to cover the funer- 
al. but believes thousands more 
have not registered. 

The total global audience is 
predicted to dwarf all previous 
events of this magnitude. Iron- 
ically, the wedding of Prince 
Charles and Diana in 1931 cap- 
tured a then record 700 million 
viewers. 

As records go however, the 
estimated crowd of 2 million that 
is expected in central London on 
Saturday will come nowhere 
the 10 million I ranians - 20 per 
cent of the population - who 
gathered at the funeral of then- 
supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini in 1989. 

The BBC is also making 
money by selling the overseas 
rights to the Princess’s famous 
Panorama interview and the 
Heart of the Manor programme: 
“Diary of a Princess", when she 
went to Angola to hi ghlig ht the 
problem of lan dromes. 

It Is also selling on footage 
of the Princess from its library 
and the rights to A People's 
Princess, the tribute to Diana 
shown on Sunday night. 





World news: Members of the CNN team broadcasting outside Buckingham Palace yesterday About 150 US broadcasters are In London Photo^aph Tom Pitston 
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US editors rush 
to keep it tasteful 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 


The death of Diana, Princess 
of Whies and controversy over 
the activities of paparazzi have 
precipitated a rush by US me- 
dia to remove any advertising or 
tabloid reports that might be 
considered distasteful. 

It has also brought an 
avalanche of statements from 
of editors and news outlets say- 
ing they would not touch any 
photographs of the accident 
with a barge pole - or words to 
that effect. Two of the largest 
supermarket chains, Kroger Co 
and Winn-Dixie Stores, said 
they would remove any news- 
papers or magazines that pub- 
lished pictures of the fata] 
accident. 

But a branch of Kroger’s in 
Columbus, Ohio, stepped out of 
line, saying that while they 
would not display such papers, 
they would sell copies to peo- 
ple who specifically asked for 
them. Several publications. 


which had almost as great a pre- 
occupation with “Di" as their 
British counterparts, were 
caught unawares. The current 
issue of the National Enquirer , 
a supermarket tabloid, so called 
because they are sold primari- 
ly at supermarket check-outs, 
had a front-page picture of the 
Princess with the headline “Di 
goes sex-mad”, about her affair 
with Dodi Fayed. 

Some shops have withdrawn 
copies from sale, others have 
had them ripped off the shelves 
by angry individuals - and in 
some cases, burnt. 

The paper’s editor, Steve 
Coz, said the coincidence of the 
cover with her death was “an 
unfortunate circumstance" but 
defended the choice of subject, 
saying that it was “a slice of Di’s 
life that’s been widely reported, 
showing her happiness". 

The editor of the Globe, an- 
other supermarket tabloid, is- 
sued an apology for on article 
in the current issue which used 
the headline “To Di For”. 


Potentially even more em- 
barrassing was a series of ad- 
vertisements that were to have 
been launched this week by the 
Duchess of York for the Wteight 
Watchers slimming chain. A 
promotional brochure already 
distributed shows a smHing 
duchess with a legend that be- 
gins: “It’s harder than outrun- 
ning the paparazzi ... Its the 
hardest thing in the world. Stay- 
ing on a diet.” 

The campaign has been can- 
celled and 95 per cent of the 
brochures and advertising have 
been withdrawn. 

However, a small propor- 
tion had already been distrib- 
uted and appeared in some 
magazines over the weekend. 

Wendy's hamburger chain 
has also withdrawn an advert 
that showed the company’s 
founder asking a Queen Eliza- 
beth lookalike: “So, how’ re the 
kids?” but again, it had been 
aired in some areas of the US 
before the company managed to 
cancel it. 


Scots match likely 
to be postponed 


Matthew Staterand 
Amanda Kelly 

The Scottish Football Associa- 
tion was set to make an em- 
barrassing dimbdown last night 
after intense pressure to 
reschedule Saturday's World 
Cup qualifying match against 
Belarus in Aberdeen. 

As Tony Blair added his voice 
to those calling on the SFA to 
postpone the match because of 
Saturday’s funeral of the 
Princess of Whies, three senior 
players withdrew from the Scot- 
land team because they were 
unhappy about playing that 
day. 

The match is now expected 
to be played either tomorrow 



ling to release 

details of what it described as 
a “possible solution". 

While the SFA was refusing 
to change its position, three 
Rangers players. Ally McCoisL 
Andy Goram and Gordon 
Dune, took matters into their 
own hands by pulling out of the 
match. 

McCoist said: “Given the 
circumstances, I would not do 
either myself or the fans' justice 
on Saturday and I have asked 
not to be selected. I have 
never known an event to cause 
such feeling. Tears have been 
shed from the bottom comer of 
England to the top of Scotland 
mid it’s only proper to pull out 
and show our respect." 

Craig Brown, the Scotland 
manager, said he fully under- 
stood his players’ position and 
suggested it would be better to 
play the game tomorrow. 

For three days the SEA had 
resisted calls for the match to 


be moved. By Tuesday night 
every other major sporting fix- 
ture in Britain scheduled for 
Saturday had been postponed. 
But until late yesterday after- 
noon the SFA was still insisting 
that the match would go ahead. 
It had said that “insurmountable 
logistic difficulties” meant the 
match could not be rearranged. 

The SFA said it had originally 
decided to go ahead with the 
game after lengthy consultations 
with the Scottish Office. 

However, Donald Dewar, 
the Scottish Secretaiy, said: 
“When I first came across this 
I thought there was some diffi- 
culty^ perhaps in Fifa [the 
game's international ruling 
body] rules or in dealing with 
the Belarus authorities. But we 
now know Lhat Fifa do not op- 
pose a rescheduling of the game 
in principle. 

"The Belarus ambassador 
has said they would be veiy 
happy to renegotiate the date, 
or specifically to switch the 
match to Friday night to avoid 
the day of the funeral. I think 
it would be very wise, as I made 
clear to the SFA, to consider 
these options given the public 
feeling." 

Mr Blair added his support 
for M r Dewar’s stance. A Gov- 
ernment spokesman said: “The 
Prime Minister totally supports 
the action he is taking to per- 
suade the SFA that it would be 
inappropriate for the game to 
go ahead.” 

Producers of the television 
Show London’s Burning have 
decided to rewrite an episode 
at the last minute because its cli- 
max was a car crash in a tunnel 
with obvious similarities to last 
weekend’s Par® tragedy. 


And a short scene has been 
cut from the Liz Hurley and 
Mike Myers film Austin Powers 
- International Man of Mystery, 
to be released tomorrow, be- 
cause it refers to Diana’s mar- 
riage to and divorce from the 
Prince of Wiles. 

Faure's Requiem will be 
played as a tribute to Diana at 
the Royal Albert Hall during 
Saturday night’s Prom concert. 

Ladbrokes and Coral are 
closing their betting shops on 
Saturday and most Post Offices 
will be aim until 2pm. 

All visitor centres of the 
Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds are closing. But the 
charity's chief executive, Bar- 
bara Young, is to keep the na- 
ture reserves open “for those 
who might wish to seek comfort 
in quiet contemplation of the 
wildlifearouud them". 


ST. JOSEPH’S 
HOSPICE 

MARE ST. LONDON E84SA. 

(Charity Ret No. 331323) 
Since 1905 we have shared 
(he grief and eased the pain 
of countless suffering souls. 
Last year alone 900 found 
peace with (he help of your 
vital gilts. Most of them died 
of cancer - hot so serenely 
that you would hardly know. 
Your concern Is as encouraging 
as your generosity and »e 
thank you for your Inspiring 


trust. 


Sister Superior, 
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The lakes of 


rain and sun 


Nicholas Schoon 

Minions of gallons of black and 
stinkir^floodwaieTbave caused 
a fanning and ecological disaster 
on one of Britain’s most import- 
ant and unusual wetlands. 

Thousands of fish - bream, 
pike, roach and others - have 
been killed fry the stagnant, 
deoxygenated water which has 
covered hundreds of acres of the 
Somerset Levels for the past 
mouth- Rich cattle pastures have 
been wiped ouL 

The Government's Environ- 
ment Agency is using large 
quantifies of hydrogen peroxide, 
a volatile, corrosive chemical, to 
raise oxygen levels in the flood- 
water, so that it can be pumped 
off the fields and into a river 
without killing more fish. 

Exactly a month ago, heavy 
downpours flooded more than 
one thousand acres of land. 
When the rain stopped and the 


the network of ditches and 
dikes which drain the levels. .. 

First the Environment Agency 
tried pumping the water into 
nearby rivers, which just killed 
more fish. .Then they bubbled 
fresh oxygen through the water, 
which was simply too large a task 
— there are 50 miUion gahons of 
water after all. 

Thefr last hope was hydrogen 
peroxide. This corroarc chemi- 
cal, more normally used as hair 
bleach, adds free ^oxygen to 
wa ter. More than sboy tons of the 
chemical will have been mixed in 


expose 


ful j trade in 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Qpfraspondant- 

A bogus CFC trading company 
set up by green campaigners in 
London has highlighted wide- 
spread smuggling of the 
banned, ozone-destroying 
chemicals worldwide. 

The deception by fire Errvi- 


shows there are several firms 
willing to use false documen- 
tation and subterfuge to flout 
trade measures aimed at phas- 
ing out CFCs, which consume 
the Earth's protective ozone 
shield. 

The Cake firm approached 
three Chinese companies, one 
of which, Ningbo Sino-Re- 
source Import Export of Zhe- 
jiang, explained that it could 
alter virgin, mass-produced 
CFCs made in China to appear 
as recycled product - which can 
still be traded within the Euro- 
pean Union. 

“Frankly speaking, we are 
supplying. F12 [CFC 12] over- 
seas,^ .said a fax from the Chi- 
nese company’s president, Joe 
Roman, to the bogus firm, 
Trans-Cool Tkadingi. “However, 
some clients ask us to reduce 
purity and make F12 like to be 
[sic] recycled for the sake of im- 
port licence. The above is our 
secret between you and me. 
Please do not leak it out." 

The production of CFCs, 
used mainly in refrigeration 
and air conditioning, has been 
banned in the developed world 
w for more than a year under the 
Montreal Protocol, a treaty 
aimed at restoring the ozone 
i layer. Users are being urged to 
swap to more expensive but 
ozone-friendly chemicals. 

Countries such as China and 
India have untO 2010 to phase 
out CFCs under this treaty, 
but they are banned from ex- 
porting to the developed world. 

Governments envisaged that 
the market price of CFCs would 


soar asrexnanringsoppKes were 
consumed and more and more 
users were compelled to switch 
to die substitutes. Instead prices 
' remained suspiciously low: 

There is mounting evidence 
that there are Chineseproduc- 
ers willing to export, and mid- 
dle-men in the west sqekmgbig 
profits in smuggling in the 
cheap CFCs. This summer the 
director of a small German 
company was charged with 
smuggling more than 600 
tonnes of CFCS from China. . 

Some firms advertise cheap 
CFCs on the Internet. The En- 
vironmental Investigation 
Agency set up its dummy firm 
in order to approach several 
companies inside Europe and 
beyond winch it suspected were 

involved in flouting the ban. 

In the past few weeks it has 
received a flurry of faxes, tele- 
phone calls and e-mails. Some 
asked the right question about 
whether the firm possessed the 
necessary licences covering the 
special cases where CFCs can 
be exported. 

Others supplied a price - usu- 
ally way below the market price 
for the residue of stockpiled or 
recycled CFCs still being trad- 
ed within the EU. One Chinese 
company promised false recy- 
cled certificates. 

The bogus firm also entered 
into negotiations with two Span- 
ish firms which, says the agency, 
are setting out to flout the ban 
on CFC trading. It also believes 
a firm based in Birmingham has 
played a major part in export- 
ing large quantities of CFCs 
from Russia to the US. 

- • The agency is raffing fora ban 
on any sales of CFOs within the 
EU, and closure of the exemp- 
. tions and loopholes. Next week 
government delegates from 
more than 100 nations meet in 
Montreal to negotiate further 

tightening of the international 

controls on ozone-destroying 
chemicals.. ; 


DAILY POEM f 

An Upbraiding 

By-Thomas Hardy ■ . 

ffaw I am dead you sing to me 

The songs iwe used to know. 

But wh ile I lived you had no wish 

■ Or cure for doing so. 

Now / am dead you come to me 
' In the moonlight, comfortless; 

, Ah, what would I have given aBve 
To wm such tenderness! 

When you are dead, and stand to me 
Not differenced as now. 

But like again, Kill you be cold 
As when we Bved, or howl . u. • 

“An Upbraiding*’ first appeared in the coUecti mi ilfomafe^ 
PTsitwt, in November 19173ft appears in ree Oxford Wyrta? 

- Classics edition of Hardy’s Poetry, edited by Sstntrel 

Hynes (OUP. £3.99). t^v 



-sun shone,' the temperature' 
climbed and bacteria began to rot 

the lush grass and rbmg 
lying befow the surface. 

The microbes consumed 
most of the as^rgen dissolved in ' 
the water withm a few days. The 
decomposition mroed the water 
black, produced a fool stench 
and killed the abundant fish. 
















news 


After the 
flood: The 
Somerset 
levels near 
Curry Wvel 
where SO 
million 
gallons of 
rainwater 

have lain 

rotting fora 
month/ 
creating 
poisonous 

lakes and 

killing fteh- 
Scientfst* 
have added 
hydrogen 
peroxide to . 
re oxygenate 
the water f 

Photograph: 
Marc Hill 






by the time the task is finfchwtj 
probably this weekend. Pumping 
the then fish-friendly water can 
then begin in earnest. 

The lewis around Glastonbury 
and Bridgwater are mostly 


GcAnemunent-des^iiated Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest. These 
flat pastures are a haven far more 
than 1(1000 disks and wading 
birds inwinter and spring. There 
is a ridi variety of plants and 


smaller animals living on die pas- 

parts of the levels are use^for 
intensive cattle fanning. 

The National Farmers Union 
said some 50 farmers were 


affected. “The more productive 
grazing and silage fields will have 
to be ploughed up," said regional 
director Anthony Gibson. “The 
floodwater was like a rancid 
soup, stinking to high heaven.*’ 


The water which has already 
receded has left behind brown, 
dead, vegetation. “The moor 
looks very sick, sad and sorry," 
said John Lecce, for the Royal 
Society for the Protection of 


Birds. Herons haw been flock- 
ing in tu cat all the dead fish. 
“There arc worries about the 
vegetation and the fish, but 1 
think the birds are going to be 
fine,” said Mr Lccce. 









t . 


r+ w ..i.v ■ 


W ! ALL RESPOND TO A LETTER.. 

K ' S. 



|?oycsl Moil 







news 


THURSDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 1997 # THE INDEPENDENT 


Abbey develops a bad 
habit with £1 charge 
for counter service 


Glenda Cooper 

Soc ial Affairs Corresponden t 

■Tve never beard of any thing so 
cheeky in all my life,” fumed 
Keith Sinclair, a communications 
quality manager, and most of his 
fellow* Abbey National customers 
agreed with him. 

Yesterday the bank started 
charging some customers for 
queuing up inside branches 

rather than using its cash ma- 
chines and telephone banking 
service. Abbey National's Insfam 
Plus account-holders will now 
have to pay £1 for basic over-the- 
counter transactions. Instant 
Plus, launched last year, is a card- 
Ixcsed account and customers are 
meant to use cash machines or 
the 24-hour telephone banking 
service. But some people have 
been queueing inside branches 
along with everyone else. 

“This new initiative is 


intended to help reduce queues 
in branches and free counters for 
customers with more complex 
queries,” said a spokesman. "A 
number of Abbey National's 
competitors have been levying 
si mila r charges for some lime.” 

But the Abbey's move an- 
noyed customers using their 
branches yesterday. Jackie 
McGovern, an Instant Plus 
holder, had queued for a state- 
ment only to be told that she 
would be charged *Td been 
standing there and they said 
‘WsTl have to charge you for this 
because you're not using the ma- 
chine. I didn’t realise you could 
get them fore out of the machine. 
But charging people like this isn't 
very impressive." 

“It's a consequence of the 
building societies going public," 
said Keith Sinclair. “It's the thin 
end of the wedge. This'll go on 
and on.” 


But Gary Bradshaw, a mer- 
chant banker, said: They are just 
moving with the times, and hope- 
fully they'll pass on the savings 
to the customers when they are 
able to reduce staff numbers." 

Simon Smith, an accountant, 
said: “It’s the firs; I’ve heard of 
it. 2 don't like using machines at 
all and try to avoid it when I can. 
Deborah Hyde said: “People will 
end up changing to another 
building society or bank. They will 
do that if they have to pay. 

None of the mam high street 
banks said that they plans to in- 
troduce such charges. Bri tanni a 
Building Society charges £1 for 
counter withdrawal if the balance 
is less than £100, as does the 
Coventry Building Society. The 
Alliance and Leicester charges 
60p for counter withdrawals 
when more than two are made 
in a month or the balance is less 
than £1,000. 
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READY TO POUR GRAVY 375ml FROM BISTO 

with “Best before End” dates 
August 1 998 and September 1 998 

Some cartons of Ready to Pour Gravy 375ml from Bisto with these 
“Best Before End” dates have been contaminated in production and could 

potentially pose a risk to health. 

Consequently Bisto has recalled from shops all varieties of Ready to Pour 
Gravy 375ml with these dates as a precautionary measure. 


Only Ready to Pour Gravy 375ml from Bisto bearing these “Best Before End 

dates are potentially affected: 

August 1998 
September 1998 

(the date appears on the top of the carton). 

All other Bisto products are unaffected. 


» 


Customers who have bought any cartons of Ready to Pour Gravy 375ml from Bisto, 
bearing these “Best Before” dates are asked to return them to the retailer from 
which they purchased them, and they will be given a full refund. 

If you have any queries, or concerns, please ring our free customer helpline: 

0800 16 12 16 

ALL OTHER BISTO PRODUCTS ARE UNAFFECTED 


300 trains 

cut from 
flagship 
route 


Jtandeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


One of the first privatised com- 
muter train companies will cut 
more than 3S0 services from its 
winter timetable after foiling to 
attract passengers on a flagship 
inner London route. 

Connex South Central, a 
French-owned train company, 
is to axe 58 trains every week- 
day from its much-heralded 
south London Metro service as 
well as 12 every day on two oth- 
er routes. 

The company said that it had 
only managed to increase pas- 
senger numbers by 12 per cent 
since the Metro service started 
in January. It has also foiled to 
negotiate a new pay deal with 
the drivers' union Aslef - which 
has meant costs were higher 
than expected and has led the 
company randomly to cancel 
many trains at short notice. 

Connex wfll escape penalties 
over the am because they do not 
affect the minimum service lev- 
els to which the company com- 
mitted itself when it took over 
running the trains Last year. 

Passenger groups reacted fu- 
riously to the news. Save Our 
RailwaySrtbe anti-privatisation 
lobbyist, pointed out that the 
company received more than 
05m a week m subsidy from the 
Government, adding that it was 
unacceptable that Connex South 
Central was “raking in public 
money while slashing services”. 

The London Regional Pas- 
sengers Committee (LJIPCj 
said it was “amazed and pro- 
foundly disappointed" by the 
cuts, but Connex said it would 
be running more trains than last 
wfoter and was exceeding service 
requirements on all its routes. 

Sir Alan Greengross, chair- 


man of LRPC, said: “One be- 
gins to wonder whether the 
critics of railway privatisation 
were right to suggest that we. 
the passengers, would be faced 
with cuts as soon as the finan- 
cial going got tough." 

More ominously was the re- 
sponse from the passenger fran- 
chising director's office, which 
awarded Connex the contract to 
run trains. A spokesman said 
that John O’Brien, the fran- 
chising director, was “dearly dis- 
appointed that cuts are being 
made and hoped these services 
could be restored in the future”. 

A Connex spokesman ar- 
gued that there were often 
changes between summer and 
winter timetables. However, 
railway observers noted that on 
commuter train lines there was 
no difference in the types of 
traveller that used the service 
between seasons. 

“The south London services 
have been reduced partly 
through lack of demand and 
partly to improve reliability 
elsewhere," the company 
spokesman added. 

The cuts also scupper plans 
for a tum-up-and-gp metro sys- 
tem for south London, which is 
not served well by the capital’s 
sprawling TUbe network. 

Liberal Democrat Paul 
Burs tow, MP for Sutton and 
Cheam, pledged to do every- 
thing possible to ensure Connex 
backed down over “unjustified" 
cuts. “The cuts may be legally 
permissible but they certainly 
make no sense in attempting to 
encourage more people back 
onto the railways." he said. 

“It’s simply scandalous that 
despite receiving millions of 
pounds each week in govern- 
ment subsidy such cuts are even 
being considered.” 


Travellers pay 
price of advice 


Randeep Ramesh 


Passengers could be paying 
double the price of a rail tick- 
et or face beiqg stranded if they 
follow the instructions from 
the national telephone inquiry 
service according to a Con- 
sumers’ Association report re- 
leased yesterday. 

The association's magazine 
Which? also claimed that com- 
pensation payments for trav- 
ellers who have been 
inconvenienced by delays and 
cancellations are both confus- 
ing and inconsistent. 

In a survey of four rail com- 
panies South West Trains - 
which had to cancel dozens of 
trains every day earlier this year 
- was rated the poorest in pro- 
viding passenger information. 

When Which? sought infor- 
mation from the National Rail 
Enquiry Service f NRES), it got 
incorrect derails in 41 out of 70 
cases. 

Researchers said that the 
service gave the right price just 
four out of 21 times when they 
asked about the cost of travel- 


ling from Basingstoke in Hamp- 
shire to Carlisle in Cumbria and 
returning via London. 

Some NRES staff told pas- 
sengers to buy two single tickets 
for nearly £1 20 - £60 more than 
necessary. Which? claimed. It 
found the service give wrong in- 
formation about engineering 
works that might offcet travel 
times six out offourteen times. 

In a survey of passengers us- 
ing Connex South Central, 
South West Trains, Scot Rail 
and West Anglia Great North- 
ern, Which? found that the lat- 
ter had the highest commuter 
rating for providing information 
and SWT the lowest 

“Many people would like to 
switch to public transport but 
are unlikely to travel by rail if 
they can’t rely on getting the 
correct information," said the 
magazine’s senior editor, An- 
drew Mcllwraith. 

The Which ? findings follow 
warnings lost month from the 
rail regulator. John Swift, that 
train companies faced big fines 
if the performance of the NRES 
did not improve immediately. 
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Brought to account Customers are furious that the Abbey National has begun charging those who do not use cash machines Photogaph: Nicola Kurtz 
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The new AS/4006 S6ri6S. Ingeniously designed for e-business. 

WeVe redesigned the AS/400, creating a new product line that embraces the latest in Web 
technologies: Domino, Java, Netscape and more. The AS/400e series integrates features for 
mcredibly secure, reliable, speedy deployment of your applications over the Web. Powered by a 4x’ 
performance boost and backed by new comprehensive online support, AS/400e series is your 
safer bet for the Net For further information call Emily Ainsworth on 0800 400 000. Alternatively, 
visit our home, page at www.as400.ibm.com/uk or write to us at as400response@uk.ibm.com 
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news 


Time for a 

1 



Glenda Cooper 
and Andrew Yates 

It has heen the butt of endless 
jokes, sent up in Carry On 
Camping and the television sit- 
com Hi-De-Hi. Yet Billy Butlin's 
vision more than 60 years ago 
to provide a ‘“week’s holiday for 
a week’s wage” transformed 
the nation's attitude to holidays. 

Since then, the fortunes of 
BuLiin's have provided a slice of 
social history reflecting the 
leisure pursuits of the British 
public mam the invention of the 
knobbly knees competition to 
the modern-day introduction of 
Haagen Dazs Caf6s. 

Yesterday, its owners, the 
Rank Group, announced that 
the centres are to undergo a 
multi-million pound facelift de- 
signed to take the concept into 


the new mille nnium, saying the 
revamp will once more revolu- 
tionise the holiday industry. 

Butlin's holiday camps at 
Mine head, Skegness and Bogn- 
or Rhgis will all be overhauled, 
with the centrepiece of the new 
development a “skyline pavil- 
ion" a weatherproof canopy the 
size of Wembley football pitch 
designed to house anything 
from comedy acts to West End 
shows. Holidaymakers will also 
be able to see a film at the lo- 
cal Odeon, drink in themed 
pubs or have a flutter at the 
Mecca bingo hall while packing 
the kids off to activity centres. 
The new camps will bouse of 
string of high-street names in- 
cluding Burger King and Har- 
ry Ramsden’s fish and chips. 

It seems a for cry from But- 
lin's beginning. When the first 




The way we were: One of the old-style 
camps (Photograph: Hutton Getty) and the 
new-look brochure 


History of a very British holiday 


1936: Skegness camp 
opens on Easier 
Saturday. It snows. 
1938: Second camp 
opens in Clacton. Leg- 
islation passed entitling 
workers to a week's 
paid holiday a year. 
1939: Nearly 100,000 
holidaymakers visit 
Skegness and Clacton 
1945-62: Period ol 


expansion culminating 
in launch at eighth 
camp at Minenead. 
1964: Billy Butlln 
kniQhted. 

1972: ButSn's sold lo 
the Rank - takes aver 
a mBJion bookings. 
1983-5: Clacton and 
Filey dosed and sold. 
198&9& El 80m Invest- 
ed m modernisation. 


half-page advertisement for the 
camp at Lngoklmdls, on the Lin- 
colnshire coast ran in the Dai- 
ly Express offering a week's 
holiday by the sea for between 
30 shillings and £3, Butlin's 
was deluged with 10,000 replies. 

Not only was Butlin offering 
affordable holidays but he also 
promised that the accommo- 
dation would be better than that 
at home. The Butlin's motto - 
“Our True Intent Is All For 
Your Delight" - was no exag- 


geration. There was waiter ser- 
vice in the dining room, electric 
light in the chalets and hot 
running water in the bath blocks 
- facilities that many people in 
the 1930s did not have at home. 

Before Butlin’s, the families 
who did get away stayed in 
boarding houses where they 
were forced Lo leave after 
breakfast and stay out aD day re- 
gardless of the weather. Butlin's 
was offering a sw imming pool 
and a 4,000-seater stadium for 


greyhound and cheetah races. 

In the best tradition of British 
holidays, it was snowing when 
the first camp opened. But 
there were no complaints from 
the holidaymakers - for many, 
it was their first holiday. And be- 
cause it was, many of them had 
no idea what to do. In desper- 
ation Butlin sent a young work- 
er out to buy a red jacket and 
encourage people to join in. The 
Redcoats were bom, and the job 
was to breed a new generation 


of showbiz personalities: -T immy 
Thrbuck, Charlie Drake, Tbrmny 
Steele, Anne Diamond, Isla St 
Clair, Des O'Connor and 
Michael Barrymore all took 
their first steps to stardom wear- 
ing the famous scarlet jacket 

Inevitably, Butlin’s became a 
victim of its own success. 

People' became more so- 
phisticated, and as air travel be- 
came cheaper holiday firms 
were able to offer packages 
abroad with the one thing that 
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MULTIMEDIA P.C.’s 

ALL OUR PC's HAVE: 
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For rapid data processing. 

▲ 16-32 MEGABYTES OF RAM 

important far running today's latest programmes. 

▲ INTERNET READY NOW WITH SUPER FAST 
DATA VOICE MODEM 

Gives you access ta the Internet - Phis allows you to 
send and receive e-mails and faxes. 

A FANTASTIC 12 PACK SOFTWARE BUNDLE 
WORTH OVER £300 

A FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL ADVKE 

Jargon-free advice from our trained Product Advisors. 

A SIMPLY PLUG IN TO LEARN AND PLAY 

All our PC's are set up far easy nstallation. 

A FREE 12 MONTH IN-HOME SERVICING 

With on option to extend to 3 yean. 
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Butlin's could not guarantee: 
sunshine. 

Rank is now attempting to re- 
vamp Butlin's image in several 
ways. The traditional chalets are 
to be replaced by a range of up- 
market accommodation: the 
skyline pavilions will aim to at- 
tract an increasing number of 
contemporary entertainment 
acts; “oases of calnT will be pro- 
vided for the older generation; 
and even the Redcoats are to 
get a new uniform. 


All this will come at a price, 
however JK family of four could 
have to pay up to £720 a week 
during the peak summer 
months, compared to less than 
£300 today, under some of the 
special offers available. 

Butlin's two other sites, at 
Pwllheli and Ayr are to be con- 
verted to “ Haven" camps - all- 
action parks offering everything 
from tenpin bowling to indoor 
swimming pools. 

Business Comment, page 21 


Nerves reveal 
clue to CJD 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Nerves such as those in muscle 
in beef cattle may carry the in- 
fectious agent for bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy (BSE) - or 
“mad cow disease" long before 
the animals develop the symp- 
toms, according to new research. 

But the finding could also lead 
to the development of drugs able 
to stave off the human form of 
the disease, suggested Adriano 
Aguzzi, the respected scientist 
who led the work. “Ifs early days. 
Yfe still don't know if we will find 
at drug to do the job but at least 
now we have a very distinct 
idea about what we are search- 
ing for” Professor Aguzzi said. 

The development came in ex- 
periments -at the University of 
Zurich where a team has un- 
covered an important step in the 
development of fatal Alnesses like 
BSE and its human equivalent, 
Creutzfeldt-Jakoh disease 
(CJD). More than 20 Britons 
have so far developed a form of 
CID thought to be caused by eat- 
ing BSE-mfected food. . 

Both CJD, BSE and scrapie, 
found in sheep, are reckoned to 
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be caused by the build-up of 
misshapen forms of a normal 
body protein called a prion. The 
infection is caused when one 
misshapen form of prion begins 
recruiting other copies in the 
body, which also become mis- 
shapen. In the brain, the effect 
is that the nerve cells die and 
leave spongy holes. At present, 
such diseases are incurable. 

Today Professor Aguad re- 
ports in the journal Nature that 
prion “recruitment" occurs in 
the lymphatic system t- explain- 
ing why such diseases can incu- 
bate for up lo 30 years. In BSE 
and CJD, the infectious prions 
then need a “bridge" to cross to 
the central nervous system. 
Swiss scientists have speculated 
that that bridge could be part of 
the peripheral ne rvous system - 
so nerves and muscles could be 
a source of infective prions in 
dead BSE-infeaed animals. But 
Professor Aguzzi thinks the 
finding is more important 

“It gives us a possibility lo stop 
the expression of ihe normal pri- 
on in these specific places, and 
tins should effectively prevent 
the infective agent from reach- 
ing the brain,” he said. 
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A property owner in Queen Street takes precautions 


. , ■') 


David Lister 

The public wants lottery 
money spent on making parks 
safe for children, not on buying 
works of art, according to a poD 
carried out for one of the main 
distributors of tottery cash. 

The MORI poll commis- 
sioned by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund - but not released to the 
national press - found that 
parks, particularly national 
parks, remain the top priority 
for preservation. And piirdic pri- 
orities for funding focus cm 
providing access for disabled 
people and ensuring local parks 
are made safe for children. 

Buying Works of art - a cause 
on which the Heritage Lottery 
Fund has so far spent millions 
of pounds -struck tbepublic as. 
‘‘the least urgent use of lottery 
funds”. 

Equally, support for the 
preservation of museums, state- 
ly homes and gardens and in- 
dustrial heritage has fallen 
sharply over the past two years. 
Only 29 per cent see museums 
as a priority for preservation (a 
. 14 per cent drop since 1995). 
only 13 per cent cite stately 
homes (a 16 per cent drop) and 
only 1 1 per cent cite indukrial 
heritage (a 12 per cent drop). 

Thirty six per cent are un- 
happy with the whole concept 
of lottery money paying for 
heritage projects’ They wish to 
see more money given to char- 
ities and health, and are also 
believe- that Camelot, the 
organiser, is taking too much . 
money from the lottery. 

The findings will have, con- 
siderable implications for the 


use of lottery money by the Her- 
itage Lottery Fund, which is 
chaired by Lord Rothschild. 
They will also cause alarm bells 
to mg for museums and art 
galleries which look to the Fund 
to buy works of art for them, 
and wfi] now fear a change in 
policy. 

As a spokesman for the Her- 
itage Lottery Fhnd said yester- 
day; "This is part of a large 
-c nrtfaihaHrm prog ramme anrt w* 
wfi] be studying the comments 
made before issuing new guide- 
1 roes for the distribution of lot- 
tery grant by the. end of the 
year.” 

The Fund has distributed 
£680m of tottery money in 
total, with £3 24m going to 
museums and galleries, and 
£30m purely oh buying works of 
art. 

David Barrie, director of the 
National Art Collections Fund, 
said last night “There is a real 
danger of the definition of her- 
itage being stretched to break- 
ing point. It is very important 
that the HLF be available to buy 
great works of art. Loral parks 
are supported by local govern- 
ment. Museums and galleries 
have no money at all to pur- 
chase works of art.” 

MORI interviewed almost 
2,000 people. As well as re- 
spondents stressing the impor- 
tance of more access to parks 
for the disabled (81 per cent), 
and making them sale for the 
young (76 percent), there were ’ 
marked increases in believing it 
very important that projects giv- 
en lottery fluids benefit the 
local community and that they 
help protect the countryside. 



Safekeeping Fireplaces are stored and restored at Etfinburgh's Holyrood Architectural Salvage Photographs: Co&n McPherson 


Property owners in Scotland 
have become so fed up with 
n i min a k breaking in and stcal- 
ing antique chimney pieces that 
they are having them removed 
and advertising their properties 
as “fireplace free zones’*. 

The bizarre crime prevention 
measure foDows a spate of bur- 
glaries in Edinburgh in which 
rangs of thieves have ripped out 
fire surrounds which can he 
worth up to £20,000. 

Georgian homes in Edin- 
burgh an d old city-centre 
businesses, particularly in the 
finan cial section, have been 
targeted in the past eight 
imynfiK- The most sought-after 
designs are by the famous 18lh- 
century Scottish architect Robert 
Adam! 

Many businesses in the cen- 
tre of Edinburgh have relocat- 


ed to green field ates, leaving 
their former premises empty* 
These have them be come an 
easy target for the fireplace 
crooks. 

The combined cost of the 
damage caused by the break-m, 
having the fireplace torn front 
the wall, and l be loss of the 
chimney piece itself have per- 
suaded some property owners 
to remove the item of desire be- 
fore the criminals arrive. 

Once the fireplaces have 
been stored at a secure location 
the owners have been placing 
cards in the windows informing 
would be burglars not to bother. 

Warning notices for criminals 
are already used by motorists to 
Uy and prevent thieves smash- 
ing their ear windows in search 
of hi-fi equipment. The next 
stage could be individuals hang- 
ing a sign around their necks 
saying “don't mug, no money”. 


Getaway driver told police of killings 


Jason Beonatto 

Crime Correspondent 

A getaway driver for two killeis 
who used shotguns to execute 
three feOow drug dealers in a 
country lane later became a po- 
lice “Supergrass”, a court heard 
yesterday.' 

The three men were allegedly 
killed in Essex over a row about 
a consignment of poor quality 
cannabis. They were lured to 
their death by a bogus promise 
of a major new cocaine deal. ' 


Following the execution , one 
of the killers likened himself to 
the “angel of death”, the Old 
Bailey court was told. 

The accused murderers, 
Michael Steele, 55. and lack 
Whomes, 36, were driven away 
at high speed from the shoot- 
ings, allegedly laughing at tbeir 
actioas in shooting the men in 
the head as the waited in a Larai 
Rover on a snowy night in 
December 1995. 

Steele “said he felt a bit like 
the angel of death - he had 


done everyone a favour and got 
rid of the sort of people you 
would not want around”, 
said Andrew Munday, QC, 
prosecuting. 

Steele, from Clacton, Essex, 
and Wbomes. from Brockford, 
Suffolk, wore surgical gloves, 
overalls and Wellington boots 
for the murders at point blank 
range and afterwards were 
splattered with brood, accord- 
ing to counsel. 

The getaway driver for the 
murderers was another 


criminal called Darren 
Nicholls, $1, who later told 
police about the incident, the 
jury heard. Nicholls, from 
Braintree, Essex, will be a 
major prosecution witness at 
the trial. 

Patrick Tate, 37, Anthony 
Ticker. 38 and Craig Rolfe. 26, 
all from Essex, were killed in 
Rettendon, Essex. 

Whomes and Steele have 
denied murdering the three 
men. They - and a third man, 
Peter Cony. 45, from Clacton 


-also deny conspiring to import 
cannabis in late 1995. 

Steele believed that Mr Tate 
had threatened him over an 
earlier shipment of poor 
quality cannabis and decided 
with Whomes to eliminate the 
threat, the prosecution has 
alleged. 

Steele marvelled at the way 
his partner had acted, accord- 
ing to prosecution. “He said he 
was a cold-blooded bastard - 
his partner. Jack Whomes - 
because as soon as he got out 


of the vehicle he pul shots into 
each of their heads within a 
mailer of moments. 

“ He said it was a natural act - 
almost as if he was doing 
something else. It was emo- 
tionless.” he said 
Mundy told the jury: “He 
said that he. Steele, had shot 
one of the deceased with both 
barrels because that person 
had moved. He said he had re- 
loaded and shot the other two 
and the gun had fallen apart. 
The case continues. 
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Climate of change: In the West, an environmental triumph; in the Far East, a growing catastrophe 

German forests 

return to health 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 

Thuv arc lherc at the edge of every 
German town; inviolable barriers to 
progress, places of worship for the 
romantic soul, and the source of 
angst for a nation living in fear of 
modernity. In the 1 980s the brown- 
ins belts of oak and pine became the 
svrnbol of decline, spawning the 

most powerful environmentalist 
movement in the world. 

The planet still needs to be saved, 
so the Greens continue to enjoy the 
support of one out of every seven 
German voters, and have excellent 
prospects of entering the national 
government next year. But the 
forests arc returning to rude health. 

“Studies going back to 12 years 
show (hat initial pessimistic forecasts 
of the imminent death of our forests 
were false.” stales the government's 
first report on the nation's wood- 
lands. The report, published yester- 
day, says that the condition of trees 
has been improving since 1994. 

In that year, 3 6 per cent of aU Ger- 
man trees appeared to be undam- 
aged. In 1996. 43 per cent received 
a clean bill of health. In the same pe- 
riod. the proportion of severely 
damaged trees has fallen from 25 per 
cent to less than 20 per cent. 


Although the scientific jury is still 
out on the exact causes of the dis- 
ease which gripped Europe's forests 
in the past decade, the govern- 
ment’s experts attribute much of the 
damage to pollutants. Nowhere in 
the 80-page document is acid rain 
mentioned, but the acid -forming 
sulphur dioxide gas is singled out as 
one of the chief culprits. 

Such diagnosis certainly fits in with 
the alleged cure. The government 
pats itself on the back for passing 
anti-emission laws which were aimed 
at reducing the noxious fumes held 
responsible for the epidemic. 

The first such law was enacted in 
1983, in response to pressure from 
environmentalists. As a result of 
these measures. Germans now dri- 
ve the cleanest cars in the world, 
mandate rily equipped with catalyt- 
ic converters. The greening of in- 
dustry appears to have been less 
successful, as any visit to the belch- 
ing towers of the Ruhr can attest. 

But at least the car is off the hook, 
to the great joy of Germany's most 
powerful lobby. The government 
report appears to show that tech- 
nology can be harnessed to the ben- 
efit or the environment, and progress 
is not always destructive. 

Yet the Greens still carp, pointing 
out that low-emission engines de- 


veloped in response to stringent 
German laws stdl cause a lot of pol- 
lution when driven at full throttle, as 
they tend to be on the counuy’s un- 
restricted motorways. And while 
houses are not allowed to be built in 
green belts, new roads continue to 
eat into the forests which caver 30 
.per cent of the country's surface. 

The German Forestry Council is 
also sceptical about the rosy picture 
presented by the government. Yes- 
terday it reacted to the report by 
pointing out that 80 per cent of Ger- 
man land remains acidic to a depth 
of 30cm (llin). As for the govern- 
ment's measurements, the Forestry 
Council said the official experts’ 
method of assessing tree damage 
might be flawed. The majority of 
opinion, however, tends to go along 
with the view that the forests are re- 
covering. But why that may be so is 
as unresolved as the question of what 
caused their Alness in the first place. 

What is beyond dispute is that the 
biggest source of pollution in Cen- 
tral Europe disappeared with the 
lion Curtain. East German lignite- 
burning power-plants are bankrupt 
and much of the heavy industry of 
former Czechoslovakia has folded. 
The forests have been saved proba- 
bly not by catalytic converters, but 
by the demise of Communism. 




Falling out: Trees on the old border with the East Bloc, which was a potent source of poUution 


Photograph: Environmental Images 


Malaysia calls in a rainmaker to wash away the smog 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

In the Hang Valley, the heart of in- 
dustrialised Malaysia, (hey have not 
seen the sky for two months, and in 
parts of Brunei motorists have been 
driving with their headlights on dur- 
ing the middle of the day. In Kuala 
Lumpur, cases of asthma are up by 
50 per cent, and dozens of Rights 
have been cancelled. 

The Indonesian government, 
which began by blaming it on the 
poor, yesterday placed responsibil- 
ity with the rich, and its environment 
minister. Sarwono Kusumaatmadja, 


called the situation a “national 
disaster". 

What 19th-century Londoners 
knew as smog and modem Atheni- 
ans refer to as the nephas (clouds) 
has finally come to South-East Asia. 
Here it is known simply as “the haze" 
- a thick cloud of smoke and pollu- 
tants which has hovered over die re- 
gion's cities for much of the summer. 
Yesterday, for the first time, the 
Malaysian government announced its 
intention to hire private rain-mak- 
ing aircraft to seed clouds to wash 
away the worst of the haze. “We are 
facing a serious threat to the health 


of 20 million people," Mr Kusumaat- 
madjasaid. 

No one wants to take responsibility 
for such a disaster, but its broad caus- 
es are fairly dear. The reassuring ex- 
planation - reassuring because it lies 
beyond the control of any govern- 
ment - is an atmospheric phenom- 
enon known as El Nino - the “Christ 
Child”. El Nino sounds unexciting - 
a warm ocean current which origi- 
nates off the coast of Ecuador every 
two to seven years (frequently 
around Christmas, hence its name). 
But the consequences of a powerful 
El Nino, like the one now surging 


across the Pacific Ocean, are devas- 
tating and amazingly widespread. 

Storm fronts batter California. Un- 
seasonal rain soaks Israel Billions of 
plankton perish off Peru along with 
the marine animals which feed off 
them, crippling the country’s fishing 
industry. And South-East Asia suffers 
extended droughts. According to Mr 
Kusumaatmadja yesterday, this year’s 
monsoon rains are not expected un- 
til December, two months late. The 
drought is bringing Mmesof rice, cof- 
fee and maiz e crops as far away as 
Java and North Korea. 

It is also creating the dry condi- 


tions ideal for forest fires. Most of 
these are in Indonesia, whose gov- 
ernment seems unable to make up 
its mind about their extent. On 
Monday, 740,000 acres were reck- 
oned to have been burned, but yes- 
terday this figure was reduced to 
250,000. Either way, the smoke they 
are producing is drifting across from 
the nuge islands of Sumatra and Bor- 
neo and blanketing the region. 

In another about-turn, the In- 
donesia government has absolved 
those origmalfy fingered for starting 
the fires - indigenous tribes people 
practising traditional slash and bum 


farming . Mr Kusumaatmadj a says he 

tine culprits are “big bosses”, the 
owners of Indonesia’s many lucrative 
logging concessions who have deared 
vast areas of rain forest for timber and 
for rubber p lanting . “'While bosses of 
large plantations just walk into their 
air-conditioned offices if the situation 
becomes too smoky, these voiceless 
people have to take all the blame and 
suffer from suffocating smoke,'* be 
told the Jakarta Post newspaper. 

But it is not the fires alone which 
are too blame. As in Victorian 
Britain, or post-war Greece, smog is 
a result of high-speed industrialisa- 


tion, the very industrialisation which 
has t ransfo rmed South-East Asia into 
the world’s fastest growing eco- 
nomic region. In the Klang Valley, 
around the Malaysian capital Kuala 
Lumpur, 10,000 new vehicles are sold 
every month. The affluence which 
has accompanied this growth has giv- 
en Asians opportunities which they 
could never have imagined a gener- 
ation ago. This .year, however, it is 
also depriving them of what they 
could never imagined losing - the sun 
in the morning, and the sight of the 
blue sky above their heads. 

Leading article, page 17 
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The 
weekend 


in Arizona last 
a couple in their bed 


the spotlight on a vio- 
lent aim of the American jus- 
tice system that recalls the 
“Dead or Alive" posters of the 
old -WOd West. 

Arizona police confirmed 
that five men, who described 
themselves as “fugitive recovery 
agents", broke into a Phoenix 
home at 4am on Sunday morn- 
ing apparently in pursuit of a 
California man who bad 
IbatL. 

it happened inside has 
outraged America and prompt- 
ed politicians in Arizona to 
| call for laws curbing bounty 
hunters, whose lucrative trade 
is to track down runaways on be- 
half of bail bond agencies. 
Armed with long-barrel 
and clad in black ski- 
the men burst into the 
bouse, held a couple and three 
pildren at gunpoint and then 
pledge-hammered their way 
nto the bedroom of Chris 
(Foote, 23, and his girlfriend, 20- 


year-old Spring Wright 

A gunfight ensued after Mr 
Foote fired a hundgun beskte his 
bed. In ahail of bullets; two of 
the bounty hunters were 
wounded. Mr Foote and Ms 
Wright were killed outrighL 1 

ftolice believe. that the raid 
was .a bluodcTsmce there is 
nothing to connect the residents 
with the sum being sought by 
the bounty hunters. “It’s a mys- 
tery to us,” said police 
spokesman, Mike Tbrres. 

Leading a campaign to 
change the Arizona law is Chris 
Foote’s father, Tom. “I used to 
think I was safe in my house," 
he said. “Now I dcu’LThis 
could happen to any family”. 

In all but three US states, 
bounty hunters can operate 
without a licence and with few- 
er controls than legitimate po- 
lice officers. The legality of the 
industry is based on a Supreme 
Court ruling of 1873 - in an era 
when the western frontier was 
still being established. 

Experts believe that there are 
as many as 2JJ00 bounty hunters 
in the US, benefiting from the 
pressures of overflowing court- 
rooms and prisons. It is thought 


significant shorts 


! ‘Harassment’ drives 
Soros out of Belarus 

The Soros Foundation said it was pulling oat of Belarus 
because of harassment of its employees and other, . 
barriers to its activities in the hardline former Soviet 
republic. Relations had grown increasingly tense since 
March, when the Fbundation’s local executive, Peter 
Byrne, was barred from entering Belarus. He was accused 
of sponsoring the opposition, including members of the 
mass media who criticise President Alexander 
Lukashenko's authoritarian style of rule. In March 
Washington cut off $40m (£23m) to aid because of ^ . 

Minsk's human-rights record. • Reuters — Minsk 

Chechens stage public killing 

Russia’s rebel Chechnya, region staged its first public - 
execution yesterdty, putting to death by firm-squad a 
young man and his wrfe found guilty of murder by an 
Islamic court Hundreds of people gathered in the centre . 
of the capital, Grozny, to urge onthe masked 
executioners as they stood the couple against a wall and 
shot them at point-blank range. Russia’s Interfax news 
agency said the man's second wife had also been 
sentenced to death but was later pardoned because she 
was pregnant. • Routers — Grozny 

Tailing down 

Mexico City prostitutes won a right to ply their trade in 
exchange for wearing sensible clothes and behaving nicely. 
In a deal with city authorities they agreed not to wear : 
see-through clothing or skirts more than four fingers 
above the knee before 10pm . Reuters — Mexico City 
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True or False? 


If I get cancer I 
will get pain” 

- or the answer to this and 
other questions read The 
dependent's special report 
on Pain on Tuesday 
9 September 199" 


In association with 


Marie Curie ^ 

Cancer Care 


that, of the roughly 35,000 
people who jump bail annual- 
ly, as many as 87 per cent are 
brought to justice by bounty 
hunters. 

The lack of controls k high- 
lighted by so-called bounty- 
hunting schools offering “frill” 
training courses in three days. 
Alternatively, aspiring bounty 
hunters can simply buy starter 
kits which include a black kit 
bag, leg irons, handcuffs, pep- 
per spray and an all-black out- 
fit of T-shirt, jacket and cap. 

“There's been little chan ge in 
the law since the territorial 
days when bounty hunLers were 
used by sheriffs to look for 
people who bad robbed stage- 
coaches,” said Arizona State 
Senator, John Kaites. “In 1997 
we need other means to keep 
innocent people from getting 
hurt." 

Three of the men involved in 
Sunday’s incident are now in 


murder. Yesterday, however, a 
frill-scale manhunt was under 
way for the other two members 
of the posse who were de- 
scribed by police as dangerous. 



A Cambodian farm worker watching the burning 
wreckage of a Vietnam Airlines jet teat crashed 
into a rice paddy yesterday as it approached 


Phnom Penh airport in heavy rain. Two young 
children were believed to be the only survivors 
from the Soviet-built Tupolev 134, which was car- 


rying 60 passengers and six crew; on its flight from 
Ho Chi Minh City. Most of the victims were from 
Taiwan and South Korea. Photograph: Reuters 
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Comoros troops invade rebel island 



Resistance: People in the Anjouan town of Mutsamudu passing stone barricades erected by separatists last month. The 
Comoros government said yesterday that military intervention had pacified Anjouan without bloodshed Photograph: AFP 


Moroni (Reulere) — Govern- 
ment troops on die Comoros 
group ignored appeals from 
Africa and France yesterday and 
invaded the island of Anjouan 
to try to end a month-long 
secession try force. 

After days of sabre-rattling 
and preparations, two boat- 
loads of troops landed early in 
the morning, according to diplo- 
mats in Moroni, capital of the 
Indian Ocean archipelago. 

President Mohamed Taki’s 
government later confirmed 
the operation. “The security 
forces are progressively re- 
establishing the republican 
order, the freedoms and the 
safety of persons in Anjouan, 
mainly in Mutsamudu and 
Demon!,” a statement from 
the presidency said. 

Diplomats said the invasion 
targets were Anjouan’s main 
town and port of Mutsamudu, 
the airport at Ouani four miles 
east of Mutsamudu and the 
town of DomonL 

Anjouan, the second largest 
of the three-island group off the 
Hast African coast, seceded on 
3 August after months of 
protest, (rivfl unrest and dash- 
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es with security forces that led 
to several deaths. The smallest 
of the picture-postcard islands, 
Moheh, followed suit leaving Mr 
Taki’s government in control of 
only Grande Comore. 

With telephone, air and sea 
links to Anjouan apparently 
severed, there was scant infor- 
mation about the invasion. An- 
jouan residents had earlier 
pledged to defend their tiny 
island to the death. 

Unconfirmed reports reach- 
ing Moroni from Anjouan said 
the troop ships were anchored 
at Ouani. They said the troops 
were repulsed at Mutsamudu or 
chose to avoid the heavily 
defended main town. 


MAYOTTE (FBAKCQ 



France repeated earlier calls 
for negotiations aimed at a 
peaceful settlement- Paris has 
opposed the secessions. 

The invasion was likely to be 
condemned by the Organisation 

of African Unity (OAU) whose 
special envoy, Pierre Yere, 
warned on Tuesday that an 
invasion looked imminent. 

Political leaders on the two 
secessionist islands have dis- 
agreed on whether they want 
full independence, a return to 
French rale or far greater au- 
tonomy. But they all agree that 
the federation, formed after 
independence from France in 
1965, has brought poverty, po- 
litical instability and a succes- 


sion of coups to most of the 
country's 670,000 people. The 
legendary French mercenary 
Bob De’nard has played a 
prominent role in several of 
those coups. But iherc was no 
suggestion he was involved with 
either side yesterday. 

A European who arrived 
from Anjouan said: “The is- 
landers appear determined to 
face the Comoran army at what- 
ever cost. 1 fear this’ invasion 
may turn into a bloodbath.” 

Mr Taki’s government has 
asked the OAU to postpone 
until October its ail-party con- 
ference on the Comoran crisis 
The talks at OAU headquarter? 
in Ethiopia arc planned for 1G 
17 September. 

Poverty in Comoros con 
trasls with comparative an* 
Paris-funded prosperity on th 
island of Mayotte, which rt 
mains under French rule. 

“The situation which w» 
created on 3 August was una- 
ceptable.” said yesterday’s go- 
emmem statement on Moran 
radio. It accused Anjouan leal* 
ers of distributing drugs o 
young people since pro-secs- 
sion violence began last Marh. 


Exam question 
lands professor 
in PLO prison 

Discussion of corruption brings 
down wrath of Arafat’s police 


Patrick Cockfaum 

Jerusalem 

Ten weeks ago Falhi Suhuh. pro- 
fessor of education and social 
problems at Gaza's Al-Azhar 
University, asked his students in 
their third-year final examina- 
tion to comment on the reasons 
for corruption in the Palestin- 
ian Authority ( PA ). which rales 
the Palestinian enclaves, and in 
the university itself. 

"What are the types of ad- 
ministrative corruption in the 
governmental departments ? 
What are the reasons behind 
it*-" reads the exam paper set by 
Dr Subuh. The question 
seemed relevant since in a poll 
this July. 45 per cent of Pales- 
tinians in Gaza and the West 
Bank said that corruption was 
prevalent in the PA and 41 per 
cent said it was common. 

The Palestinian Preventive 
Security police did not sec it that 
way. On 2 July they arrested Dr 
Subuh. The students' essays 
were later confiscated. Bassam 
Eid. of the Palestinian Human 
Rights Monitoring Group, says 
Dr Subuh was detained at Tel 
al-Hawa interrogation centre 
where ~his hands were tied and 
he was beaten”. His wife. Fati- 
ma, said that when she eventu- 
ally saw him - his lawyer has 
been denied access - “He 
looked like a man who had 
come out of his grave." 

Dr Subuh. who was interro- 
gated for 40 days, is due to ap- 
pear before the Palestinian high 
court in Gaza on 9 September, 
to find out if he is to he charged. 
Even if its verdict is favourable 
his troubles may not be over. 
Last month. Preventive Security 
simply ignored a court order 
asking it to explain why it had 
arrested Dr Subuh in the first 
place. 

The security police have a 
problem. They have never offi- 
cially admitted that they are 
holding Dr Subuh because he 
raised tire issue of corruption, al- 
though the confiscation of the 
exam papers points to the real 
reason for the arrest. Instead. 


they say he is suspected of col- 
laboration with Israel, working 
for the United States and the 
Russians and sexually harassing 
a female student. Given that Dr 
Subuh was arrested 23 limes by 
the Israelis and the student 
says no harassment took place, 
these charges may be difficult to 
sustain. 

In the meantime. Dr Subuh, 
who is 43, has gone on hunger 
strike for the second time. “Bad 
news.” his wife said yesterday 
when asked about her hus- 
band's condition. “I’ve just 
heard that he went hack on 
hunger strike two days ago. He 
says that in a weeks time he will 
stop drinking any liquid. I know 
he has a strong will and he will 
do what he says." 

Mr Eid says a striking aspect 
of the case is that Dr Subuh has 
received no support from his uni- 
versity. other professors or his 
students. This may be in part be- 
cause Dr Subuh asked his stu- 
dents to comment on corruption 
at the university. Al-Azhar uni- 
versity has set up a committee to 
ask Dr Subuh why he set "un- 
academic questions” in the exam. 

The case underlines how lit- 
tle attention the Preventive Se- 
curity police pays to the 
Palestinian judicial system and 
how it portrays any critic of the 
Palestinian Authority as a col- 
laborator with Israel. In May. 
Daoud Kuttab, a Palestinian 
journalist, was arrested in Ra- 
mailah for broadcasting the pro- 
ceedings of the Palestinian 
parliament on television. Mr 
Eid says he knows of 1 17 Pales- 
tinians held without trial by the 
PA and the real figure is proba- 
bly higher. 

Some Palestinian leaders ad- 
mit that they pay a high politi- 
cal price for the popular belief 
that the PA Ls corrupt. Abdel 
Jawwad Saleh. PA minister of 
agriculture, says Palestinians 
cannot be united or mobilised 
"until people feel the PA is not 
corrupt”. He said (hat in spite 
of w'aste and corruption in his 
ministry he had not been able 
to sack anybody. 


Karadzic ally 
hints at trial 


Belgrade (AP) - One of 
Radovan Karadzic's closest al- 
lies yesterday suggested that the 
former Bosnian Serb leader 
wanted to negotiate over de- 
mands that he be tried on sus- 
picion of war crimes. Momcilo 
Krajisnik made the offer in 

Pale, a Karadzic stronghold, at 
a meeting with Lhe UN rights in- 
vestigator Elisabeth Rehn. 

He said he warned her to 
meet Mr Karadzic and. Ratko 
Mladic, the former Bosnian 
Serb army commander, who has 
also been indicted by the LIN 
war-crimcs tribunal. “1 sug- 
gested ... I would play a role ... 
to arrange a meeting of Mrs 
Rehn with Karadzic and 
Mladic." Mrs Rehn could me- 
diate between the tribunal and 
Gen Mladic and Mr Karadzic. 

Mr Krajisnik's comments in- 
dicated that the Bosnian Serbs' 
former leader and his associates 
were feeling pressure put on 
them bv the international aim- 


mu nity, which has increasingly 
come down on the side of the 
current Bosnian Serb Presi- 
dent, Biljana Plavsic, in her 
struggle against them. 

Mr Krajisnik was a wartime 
associate of Mr Karadzic, and 
Ls believed to speak For Mr 
Karadzic, who is in hiding be- 
cause of fears he could be 
snatched by N3to commandos 
and forced to stand trial. 

Mrs Plavsic appeared to be 
gaining the upper hand in her 
struggle with Mr Karadzic yes- 
terday after the top Bosnian 
Serb general. Pero Colic, the 
army chief of staff, called her 
“supreme commander” - ac- 
knowledging Mrs Plavsic as his 
superior. Gen Colic laic last 
month put himself squarely in 
the Karadzic camp. His switch 
to her side would further weak- 
en Karadzic loyalists and help 
Western powers in the straggle 
to isolate the former Bosnian 
Serb leader. 
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' ^tSarden cheers: Boris Yeltsin and the Russian Orthodox Patriarch Afexiy U at the openhq' of die square and gardens of 
^Christ the Saviour cathedral in Moscow, destroyed by Stalin in the Thirties but recently rebuilt Photograph: Reuters 


Packer surrenders 

in newspaper war 


Robert MHkan 

Sydney 


A straggle for control of Aas- 
traMa'smeda scene mvolviog the 
country's biggest press barons 
took a dramatic turn yesterday 
when Kerry Packer, the coun- 
try's richest person, announced 
he -was selling his stake in the 
Fairfax newspaper empire. 

Mr Packer and Rupert Mur- 
doch, his main media rival, 
have brought strong pressure on 
the conservative coalition gov- 
ernment led by John Howard 
over its plans lo change the laws 
on media ownership. Mr 
Howard had suggested that the 
government would scrap cross- 
ownership rules forbidding tele- 
vision proprietors from owning 
newsp a pers in the same city. 

This would have allowed Mr 
Packer to realise his ambition 
of taking over the Fairfax group, 
whose newspapers are the rich- 


Karry Packer: Takeover of 
newspaper group thwarted 

est and most influential in the 
country. They include The Syd- 
ney Morning Herald, The Age in 
Melbourne and the Australian 
Financial Review. The Packer 
family already controls Aus- 
tralia’s biggest magazine empire 
and Channel Nine, its most 
powerful commercial television 
network. 


Last month, as Mr Howard re- 
covered from severe pneumonia, 
he was visited iniris official Syd- 
ney residence by Rupert Mur- 
doch and his son, Lachlan, who 
runs the Murdoch Australian 
pnhtkHng empire. The Mur- 
dochs are befiewd to have urged 
Mr Howard oc* to relax the 
cr oss- ownership taws, fearing 
such a move would give Mr 
Packer the Eon’s share of Aus- 
tralia’s meefia in a market where 
Mr Muntoch’s aixxviiy. as a Unit- 
ed States arizen, s curbed ty oth- 
er laws restricting control of 
i< ^i«nn netwodcsbyfo(reignei% 

The Packers had been confi- 
dent of taking over Fairfax. 
James Packer, Mr Packer’s son 
and heir, boosted last May that 
the fam 2 y , scompany. Publishing 
and Broadcasting, hoped to own 

it by Christmas. But on Monday, 
the government stunned the in- 
dustry when h announced that it 
was indefinitely deferring plans 
to the media ownership 
laws. The Packers tost no time in 
registering their displeasure 
when James Packer announced 
yesterday that their company 
was sef\mo its 15 per cent hold- 
ing mfhiiiax. its fimit under pre- 
sent laws, because h no longer 
wished to be a **pasive investor". 

The Fairfax newspapers have 
been fought overby some of the 
world's richest media moguls 


ever since the Fairfax family of 
Sydney, which founded the em- 
pire more than 150 years ago. 
lost control in 1991. Conrad 
Black, the Canadian propri- 
etor of the Daily Telegraph, 
took control the foDowingyear, 
but his stake was limited by for- 
eign ownership rules. Mr Black 
quit in frustration last Decem- 
ber, when he sold for a big prof- 
it to Brierley Investments, a 
New Zealand company. Mr 
Black was furious at Mr Pact 
er, who had tried to destabilise 
Fairfax by increasing his bold- 
ing in readiness to pounce. 

The latest episode highlights 
the highly chained nature of the 
politics surrounding Australia’s 
media scene. Mr Howard faced 
unrest among backbench MPs 
who opposed any changes that 
would further restrict media 
ownership. He was caught in a 
vice between the Packers and 
Murdochs, who between them 
already control most main me- 
dia assets. If he had approved taw 
changes that helped Mr Packer, 
he risked incurring the cJedpraDy 
fatal wrath of Mr Murdoch, 
who controls two-thirds of Aus- 
tralia’s main daily papers. But Mr 

Packer does not like being 
thwarted; he is likely to use his 
considerable power to damage 
Mr Howard where it roost hurts, 
at the next election. 


CORREZE DAYS 


What’s so 
funny about 
black socks? 


In the profound darkness of a 
wooded ridge, high above the 
gorges of the Dordogne River, 
angry Gallic cries disturbed a 
languid, storm-threatened 
evening. “We are the Earth 
team. Earth leader where are 
you?” 

“Go away. I can’t help, I am 
the Fire leader and I’ve lost my 
team." Since I was part of the 
Air team, and as far as I could 
tell, our entire group was hope- 
lessly lost, I couldn't help much 
either. 

Fifty grown people, and one 
seven-year-old boy, were stum- 
bling about in the gloom and 
heat, trying to locate three sim- 
ple games - darts, Trivial Pur- 
suit and a memory contest - 
hidden somewhere in the 70 
acres of grounds of a small 
ch&teau with pointed, fairy-tale 
turrets. 

It was Charlie's fault. I had 
seen quite enough of holiday en- 
tertainment, french-style, at 
the karaoke evening the night 
before. {In French karaoke, 
quavering renditions of Edith 
Piaf replace tuneless versions of 
frank Sinatra; "La Vie en Rose" 
and "JeNeRegretieRien n stand 
in for “My Way’’). Bui Charlie, 
aged seven, is a devotee of en- 
tertainment of any IdndL from 
opera to Noel ‘s House Party. He 
insisted on taking part m the fan 
and games every night. 

Our task was, on a modest 
scale, like Jeux Sans Frontiires , 
meets orienteering. The teams 
had to locate and complete all 
the hidden challenges and get 
back to (he convened barn 
which was Rin HQ. The sadis- 
tic twist was that no team could 
attempt a challenge until every 
member of the group was pre- 
sent: hence the anxious wailing 
for friends lost in the dark. 

This was not Butlins. nor 
even Qub Med. It was a charm- 
ingly disorganised family-run 
caoniedevacaitces: a three- star 
hotel, with three other cate- 
gories of accommodation - 
bungalows, chalets and camps- 
ites - scattered in the sur- 
rounding forest We were in one 
of the dialets and the only 
non-French family around. 

There was a record number 
of foreign tourists in France this 
rammer but we were in Coneze, 
President Jacques Chirac’s 
home depart emew, which is 
pretty but unspectacular and not 

near the sea. The tourists were 
further south or further west. 

The atmosphere was informal 
and relaxed: entertainment of 
the dottiest kind was provided 
but there was no enforced jol- 
lity. There were scores of rules 
and rigid timetables: but none 
was ever applied. No one rose 
before 10am. The pieces de re- 
sistance were the 19th-century 
chateau and its elegant, but 
grubby. Thirties swimming pool, 
overlooking ridge upon ridge of 
west-central Ranee. Jt was as if 
this there had been another 
French revolution: the bour- 
geoisie had been disposed of: 


and the ch&tcau turned over to 
cheap holidays for the workers. 

Holidays of this kind, in the 
green depths of France, away 
from the crowds, away from the 
foreigners, are becoming in- 
creasingly popular with French 
people, who. like everyone else, 
like to go on holiday in France. 
But our fellow holiday-makers 
showed no sign of resenting our 
interloping presence; amuse- 
ment yes; resentment no. 

One of ourchalet neighbours 
was a muscular young Parisian 
policeman, with two neat, long- 
healed buDetwoimds in his side. 
Aristide was on holiday with his 
wife (ftancine), his mother-in- 
law (Franrine) and two tough tit- 
tle boys, Maihieu and Thomas. 
At first, he would roar with 
laughter whenever he saw us, as 
if the concept of foreigners was 
irresistibly fanny. Maybe it was 
my blue canvas shoes and Made 
socks. Black socks, usually worn 
with sandals, are said by the 
French to be the certain sign of 
an Englishman on holiday. 

There was also a strange tit- 
tle girl, aged four or five, who 
would come to stare at us, but 
refuse to say anything. Clare, 

At first, he 
would roar 
with laughter 
whenever he 
saw US' 


three, found the way to deal 
with her. She covered her from 
head to toe in pieces of grass: 
the little girl still refused to 
move or say a word. 

But Charlie and Clare played 
boules with all the other chil- 
dren; and Charlie rode his bike 
with them into the woods. By 
the end of the week, even Aris- 
tide could almost talk to us with 
a straight face. 

I was, however, cruelly dis- 
criminated against on thenighl 
of the manoeuvres in the dark. 
Our team leader was an earnest 

young man who had missed the 
whole point and thought the 
idea of the game was to come 
fast When we finally located the 
Trivial Pursuit (in the camp-site 
showers), I came to his rescue. 
I knew what the capital of Ire- 
land was. 

None the less, when we 
found the dans, in a tumble- 
down hut our leader brushed 
me aside. I may be useless at 
boules; Gare regularly defeats 
me. But as an Englishman, 
trained in the pubs of Stafford- 
shire and Lancashire, I thought 
I had a national right to throw 
the darts. The leader insisted on 
doing it himself. He missed all 
the targets and we scored nul 
points, lb Charlie’s disgust, 
our team came last 

John Lichfield 
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During bis 22-year tenure as the 
General Manager of the Met- 
ropolitan Opera in New York, 


Rudolf Bing was responsible not 
onlv for the move from the old 


only for the move from the old 
theatre on Broadway to Lincoln 
Center, but for the' even more 
traumatic move from 19th- 
century practice to 20th- 
century technology. 

Arriving in New York in 
1950. Bing found a company 
whose standards, once so high 
and bright, had stagnated and 
become tarnished- When he 
retired in 1972, Bing left a 
flourishing institution which 
could claim to be, with some 
confidence, the finest opera 
house in the world. This trans- 
formation was not brought 
about easily or without friction. 
Bing had to fight everyone - 
management, board, star 
singers, musicians, back-stage 
staff, unions and the press -to 
achieve all the changes and 
improvements that he consid- 
ered imperative, but in the end 
he won most of those battles 
and when he could not win he 
managed a compromise. 

Rudolf Bing became an 
opera administrator by accident. 
Born in Vienna in 1902 of a 
middle-class family, he was au- 
tomatically taken to the opera 
and to concerts as a child. 
When his voice broke he de- 
veloped a light baritone and 
studied singing fora while with 
the Finnish bass Helge Lind- 
berg. On leaving school he de- 
cided to go into publishing and 
to that end went to work in a 
bookshop, Hugo Heller, which 
was also a concert agency. From 
1921. Bing worked exclusively 
for the agency side of the busi- 
ness, which two years later was 
expanded to include opera and 
theatre. Bing started to travel 
around Europe and paid his first 
visit to London as manager of 
two concerts at the Albert Hall 
given by the British-born tenor 
Alfred Piccaver. 

After an unhappy year in 
Berlin, working for an agency 
that handled poor singers for 
provincial theatres, in 1928 he 
became assistant to Carl Ebert 
the newly appointed Intendant 
of the Hessian State Theatre, 
Darmstadt. It was here, juggling 
performances of Wfcgner with 


Opera Group of Benjamin Brit- 
ten's The Rape of Lucretia, 



Dews: memorable effects 


Photograph: Wander & Mitchenson 


Romance was the key to K'tut 
Tanlri’s extraordinary character 
and life. As journalist, hotelier, 
guerilla fighter and writer with 
particularly dose links to In- 
donesia. she jealously protect- 
ed her history by deliberately 
obscuring her past, by endless- 
ly changing her aliases and by 
constantly reinventing herself. 

From what can be pieced to- 
gether it seems that Muriel 
Stuart Walker was bom in Glas- 
gow in 1898; her mother was 
from the Isle of Man and It is 
probable that she never knew 
her real father. Undeterred bv 
this, she invented a life for him 
as an African explorer who dis- 
appeared in the jungle. She and 
her mother went to California 
in the years after the First 
World Wit, where Muriel Walk- 
er got work writing about Hol- 


lywood and the film industry, 
until one day in 1932, after see- 
ing a film about Bali, she 
packed her paints and em- 
barked on a new career and life 
in Indonesia. 

Between 1930 and 1932 she 
had married an American, Karl 
Kenning Pearsen; she often 
said that he had been killed in 
a car crash with their two chil- 
dren. but there is no evidence 
that she ever had any children 
and she remained married to 
Pearsen, an alcoholic, until his 
death in 1957. Pearsen was old- 
er than her. and throughout her 
life she looked for a protector 
in older men, insisting that all 
her lawyers, producers and di- 
rectors were men who could 
protect her. 

When she arrived in Bali, she 
dyed her red hair black to es- 


BIRTHS 

•tEEIh On 21 August to Lucy |nw 
Davison) and David a daughter. Is- 
ahel Florence. 

DEATHS 

CAVE: Erie FLA on 2 September 1997 
aged S3. Hinband of Angela, father 
oi Judi. Nick and Rachel. Cilv Li- 
brarian or Cambridge 1954-74! Fu- 
neral service to be held at St John's 
Qtusch. Felixstowe, on Wednesday 10 
September at 2pm. Famsh flowers 
only please, donation* if desired fSt 
Elizabeth s Hospice. Ipswich or the 
Marie Curie Fuad) may be sent c/a 
Rodwell Funeral Services. 79 St An- 
drew* Road. Felixstowe. Suffolk 
IPI17BW 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


memory of Fiona Jane, whose death 
12 months ago today wc continue to 
mourn. We miss her so much. From 
her sisters, hroihers. mother and 
father. 


IN MEMORIAM 

WILLIAMS / CHAPPEL: In loving 


Antmir ncc inaits for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent in writing to the Gazette Editor; 
The Independent. I Canada Square, Ca- 
na O' Wharf, London EI4 5DL, tele- 
phoned to 0171-293 2012 or Cued to 
0171-293 2010. 


Sir Rudolf Bing 1 


comic operas by Lortzrag and 
the operettas of Johann Strauss, 
that Bing learnt his trade as an 
administrator. Another unpro- 
ductive period of six months 
working for a Berlin film studio 
was followed, in 1931, by a re- 
union with Ebert at the City 
Opera. Charlotienberg. A gold- 
en age was inaugurated when 
the conductor Fritz Busch 
joined Ebert for Un hallo in 
maschera. Two years later, after 
Hitler’s accession to power, 
Bing as well as Ebert and Busch 
left Berlin. 

Bing was briefly employed at 
leplitz in Czechoslovakia but by 
January 1934 he was back in Vi- 
enna, without a job. Then he re- 
ceived a letter from Busch, 
about “a very rich Englishman 
named John Christie" who had 
a country estate at Glynde- 
boume in Sussex where he in- 
tended staging a Mozart 
Festival. Bing was asked to hire 
artists for the first season, in 
which Le nozze di Figaro and 
Cost fan tune would be con- 
ducted by Busch and directed 
by Ebert. 

Bing found the singers re- 
quired and decided to move to 
London, After Lhe second Gtyn- 
debourne season, during which 
he worked as assistant produo 
er/stage manager, he was ap- 
pointed Genera] Manager. With 
Ebert, Busch and Bing togeth- 
er again, a second golden age 
had begun, but it lasted hardly 
longer than the first one, until 
the outbreak of the Second 
World Wfcr in September 1939. 

Bing had applied for British 
citizenship but his papers did 
not come through until 1946 
and he was technically an ene- 
my alien. During the war years 
he managed a tour of The Beg- 
gar's Opera for Glyndeboume, 
then ran the Sadler's Wells 
Ballet from its base at Darl- 
ington Hall in Devon. Later he 
worked for the John Lewis 
Partnership, becoming a divi- 
sional manager at Pieter Jones. 
In 1944 Bing opened a new 
Glyndeboume office in London 
and began planning for the re- 
opening of the Festival after the 
war. Although involved in the 
production by the English 










which was premiered aL Gfyn- 
debouroe in 1946. by then he 
was already deeply involved in 
a new project, the Edinburgh 
Festival, for which Glynde- 
boume would provide the op- 
eratic element. 

Bing was appointed Artistic 
Director, and at the first Festi- 
val in 1947 he provided a 
mouth-watering feast for cul- 
ture-starved British lovers of 
music and theatre, whose de- 
lights included the Vienna Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra conducted 
by Bruno Walter, with Kathleen 
Ferrier as the unforgettable 
soloist in Mahler's Das Lied von 
derErde , the Louis Jouvet com- 
pany from Paris in Molierc and 
Glyndeboume productions of 
Le nozze di Figaro and Macbeth. 


The second Edinburgh Fes- 
tival, nearly as exciting as the 
first, offered the Concenge- 
bouw Orchestra and the Re- 
naud-BarrauIt company playing 
Marivaux and Gide's translation 
of Hamlet, as well as the Gtyn- 
debourne company m Cost fan 
tune and Don Giovanni. After 
the third Festival, which fea- 
tured a new Glyndeboume stag- 
ing by Ebert of Un baUo in 
maschera, Bing resigned, both 
from Edinburgh and from 
Glyndeboume; he had been 


appointed General Manager 
of the Metropolitan Opera. He 


: the Metropolitan Opera. He 
ini to New York in November 


went to New York in November 
1949, in order to spend a year 
as an observer before taking up 
his new position at the start of 
the 1950-51 season. 


What shocked Bing most 
profoundly on his arrival at the 
Metropolitan was the lack of im- 
portance accorded to produc- 
tion. Used to working with 
European directors such as 
Carl Ebert, he was appalled at 
the way operas were staged, with 
little or no rehearsal, and by the 
extent to which singers were al- 
lowed to do exactly as they 
pleased. 

He planned his opening pro- 
duction. Verdi's Don Cartas , 
with extreme care, engaging 
the American stage director 
Margaret Webster (a Shake- 
spearean specialist) and choos- 
ing a cast that mixed familiar 
singers such as Jussi Bjoriing 
and Robert Merrill with new 
voices from Europe such as 


Peter Dews 


Television may not have done 
the theatre much service - how 
many actors, writers or directors 
has it furnished for our delight 
as theatre-goers? - but the di- 
rector Peter Dews was a daz- 
zling exception. 

After education at grammar 
school and Oxford University, 
and a year teaching in York- 
shire, he persuaded the BBC to 
lake him on in 1953 as a Mid- 
land Regional Drama Produc- 
erfor radio and television - they 
called directors producers then 
- and he learned all about the 
thrills and spills of broadcasting 
■‘live'’ in the days before all tele- 
vision plays were turned into 
films. 

He also learned how to stage 
Shakespeare in a studio without 
our feeling we were watching it 
in a studio. Hence his Guild of 
Television Producers' Award 
for the best drama production 
of 1960 for.4/i Age Of Kings, the 
BBC serialisation of Shake- 
speare's history plays. It 
brought, every fortnight for 
over 30 weeks, the Bard to the 
box, almost as if it were a nat- 
ural thing to do and not some- 


thing which now looks absurd- 
ly quixotic It serialised Shake- 
speare’s histories from Richard 
If to Richard III and, though the 
writer Alan Melville may have 
called it an Eternity of Kings as 
it trundled through the Wars of 
the Roses, when can we hope to 
come again on such enterprise? 

The young Dews had dabbled 
in amateur dramatics and he 
went on staging plays in the 
provinces, including two Shake- 
speares for the Oxford Uni- 
versity Dramatic Society {Henry 
IV' and Henry V) in 1962. while 
he was with the BBC. But it was 
what he learned in the confines 
of a studio, and amid its disci- 
plines, that equipped him fra- his 
years in the theatre; and though 
other directors may have grad- 
uated in his way, he must have 
been the most accomplished of 
a breed which I doubt we shall 
see the like of again. 

He went on to give playgoers 
some of our best nights in the 
theatre. He tackled not only 
Shakespeare, but Peter Luke, 
whose Hadrian >7/(1968) gave 
Alec McCowen one of his best 
ever parts as a man wfta imag- 


ined himself to be the Pope; 
Robert Bolt, whose Vivat! Vivat 
Regina I (1970) first saw the 
light under Clews’ direction; 
Rqyce Ryton, whose Crown 
Matrimonial (1972) brought 
Wendy Hiller and Peter Bark- 
worth back to the West End as 
Queen Mary and Edward VIII; 
Jean Anouilh, with The Direc- 
tor of the Opera (1973); and 
Christopher Fry, whose /l Sleep 
of Prisoners Dews directed at 
Chichester Cathedral in 1978. 
Indeed, it was in Chicbesteris fa- 
mously amphi-theatrical audi- 
torium that Dews achieved 
some of bis most memorable ef- 
fects as a director - and disas- 
ters as an actor. 

He got Margaret Leighton as 
Geopatra to John Cement’s 
Antony (1969) to lie stock still 
for 20 minutes during her death 
scene with cumulative intensi- 
ty - by placing her downstage 
of tiie permanent structure. By 
Lhe same device he got Eileen 
Atkins as Elizabeth in Vivat! Vi- 
vat Regina ! to sit still for 15 min- 
utes at a council table while 
Burleigh and Leicester were 
downstage; though he allowed 


K’tut Tantri 


cape comparison with a witch 
and was renamed K'tut (Bali- 
nese for fourth-born child) 
Tantri (possibly a Balinese pro- 
nunciation of “Tencbety , a 
name by which she sometimes 
went). She spent her first year 
painting and learning about 
traditional Balinese custom 
through her association with its 
royal family; she became espe- 
cially close to the Raja's son 
Artak Agung Nura whom she 
described as her princely ■‘soul- 
mate’', but she always denied 
any sexual involvement with 
him. Although Bali in the 1930s 
was Bohemian and personified 
lhe age-old Western search for 
paradise, attracting many writ- 
ers and painters, any sexual re- 
lationship between Europeans 
and Balinese was frowned, 
upon. 


Leaving her royals behind, 
Ihntri settled at Kuta, then a tiny 
fishing village on the south 
coast, where she was involved 
in opening the first hotel; she 
had many disputes with her 
business partners but certainly 
played a part in Bali's thriving, 
pre-war tourist industry, be- 
coming increasingly fond of 
the Balinese and increasingly 
disdainful of the Dutch 
colonists. She became known as 
“Mrs Manx", after her mother's 
birthplace, and indeed there are 
similarities between Bali and the 
Isle of Man which would have 
appealed to her idea of ro- 
mance: both are mystical, 
quirky, independent islands. 
Diana Cooper stayed in Tantri ’s 
beach hotel and wrote about her 
visit in Trumpets From The Steep 
(I960), describing her as “no 


disappointment -old girl Manx, 
fifty, 4 ft high, a mop of black 
hair and a Mother Hubbard 
garment/* 

During the Japanese occu- 
pation, most Europeans left 
the islands but Tantri stayed on. 


their headquarters in East Java. 
She was known to the Allies as 
“Surabaya Sue”. She later 
joined Sukarno's official re- 


speeches for him; she i 

Sukarno as “the most i mp ressive 
man I have ever met". Despite 
her involvement with subse- 
quent Indonesian governments 
it "must have upset her to dis- 
cover that her name is missing 
from all serious boobs on the 
country. Was she deliberately 
omitted, or was much of her in- 
volvement fantasy? 

By 1947. she had left In- 
donesia for Australia, but as she 
had no passport she was not al- 
lowed to stay; she went on to 
America where she wrote Revolt 
In Paradise, a book which was 
both widely and well-reviewed 
and much translated and which. 


going to Java. She was later ac- 
cused of collaborating with the 
Japanese, but always remained 
evasive about what actually 
happened during the Second 
World Whr. In her autobiogra- 
phy, Revolt In Paradise (1960), 
she suggests that she was im- 
prisoned and tortured by the 
Japanese and describes the 
years 1942-45 as “terrible, hor- 
rible - the horrible time -I don’t 
want to talk about that time". 

After the war she became 
committed to an independent 
Indonesia and broadcast for 
the radical guerrilla armies from 


Birthdays 

Miss Joan Aiken, author of novels, 
plays and poetry Ibr children, 73; Pro- 
fessor Anthony Atkinson. Warden. 
NufEeki College, Oxford, 53; Sir Hu- 
bert Bennett, architect, 88: Mis Ann 
Bund us, director, Dawson Interna- 
tional, 64: Sir John Chamiey, iccho 
logicaJ consultant. 75; Air Marshal Sir 
John Cheshire, former UK Military 
Representative. HQ NATO, 55; Sir 
Michael Day, former chairman. 
Commission Cor Rada! Equality, 64; 
Mr Peter Drew, farmer chairman, 
Taylor Woodrow, 70: Mrs Ann Dura- 
men. former director, Runnymcde 
Trust, 67; Mr Mike Gapes MP, 45: 
Miss Mitzi Gaynor, actress and 
dancer, 67, Lend Howell, former gov- 
ernment minister, 74; Sir Nicholas 


Jackson, organist, harpsichordist and 
composer, 63; Mr BUI Kcnwright, the- 
atrical impresario. 52; Mr Dinsdale 
Landen, actor. 65; Air Chief Marshal 
Sir David Lee, 85; Sir William Mars- 
Jones, former High Court judge, 82,- 
Lord Sandhurst, wartime RAF 
bomber commander, 77: Mr Michael 
Stcan, chess player. 44; Mr Tbm Wat- 
son, golfer, 48. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Robert Raikes, publisher 
and founder of Sunday Schools, 
1736; Fran$ou*Rene, Vvcotnlc de 

r‘h 3 f«nmb ri°wd l mirhArandjp nlifiAH^ , 

1768; Amon Bruckner, composer and 
organist, 1824; Dadabbai Naorcji, 
first Asian member of parliament. 


1825: Daniel Godfrey, composer 
and bandmaster for the Grenadier 
Guards, 1831; Albert Joseph Moore, 
painter, 1841; Antonin Artaud, play- 
wright and director. 18%; May Re- 
nault fMaiy Chatteris), novelist, 
1905. Deaths: Robert Dudley, Earl 
of Leicester, favourite of Queen 
Elizabeth L 1588: James Wvatt, ar- 
chitect, 1813; Edvard Hagerup Grieg 
composer, 1907; Wolford Graham 
Robertson, playwright and artist 
1948; Robert Scbuman, statesman, 
1963; Albert Schweitzer, organist, 
doctor and missionary; 1965. On 
thisd^.u^BauteofMwdapertiwas 

fought between the Gudphs and Ghi- 
be Hines,- 1260: in France. Empe r or 
Napoleon in was deposed, and the 
Third Republic proclaimed, 1870; the 


world’s first rally of Boy Scouts was 
beW at the Crystal Palace, near Lon- 
don, 1909; the Germans retreated to 
the Siegfried Line, 1918; the Cam- 
bridge Theatre London, opened, 
1930; a demonstration of colour 
television was given on station 
W2XAB by the Columbia Broad- 
casting System, US. 1940; Antwerp 
was liberated by the Allies, 1944; 
Queen ’WDheludna oi the Nether- 
lands abdicated in favour of her 
daughter, Juliana, 1948; the Forth 
Road bridge was opened by HM the 
Queen. 1964. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Boniface L, pope, St Ida of 
Hetzfeid, Saints Marccllus and Va- 
lerian, Si Marinus of San Marino, St 
Rosalia, Si Rose of Viterbo and Sr 
Uitan of Azdbraccaa. 


jar role at the Metropolitan, 
cjneine Ulrica in Un hallo in 


Blog chats to some ballet dancers soon after becoming General Manager of the MetropoStan Opera, New Ybrit, 1950 Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Boris Christoff. When Christoff, 
as a Bulgarian, could not obtain 
a visa, Bing replaced him with 
Cesare Siepi. 

Bing continued to engage 
eminent, sometimes contro- 
versial directors from the world 
of theatre and film, including 
Barson Kanin, Alfred Lunt, 
Tyrone Guthrie, Joseph L. 
Mankjewicz, Peter Brook and 
Jean- Louis Barrault He an- 
noyed some Wagner-lovers by 
allowing Lauritz Melchior to 
leave, then outraged others by 
re-engaging Kirsten Flagstad 
(her husband was reputed to 
have been a Quisling during the 
war) to sing Isolde, Fidelio and 
Briinnhilde, which she did quite 
gloriously and to thunderous ap- 
plause. Bing went to Europe to 


the actress one slight reflective 
move which was later deemed 
unnecessary. 

That was another play for 
winch Dews had devised a new 
ending. The first had been far 
Anouuh’s The Director of the 
Qpem in which he placed a tiny 
model opera house for the 
character to gaze at in the final 
scene. For Elizabeth he con- 
trived that Atkins, as she was be- 
ing brought downstage, having 
spoken ner final line, should 
turn her head slowly once to ei- 
ther side. Bolt's drama had 
been imagined by its author in 
terms of an end of pier show, 
somewhat in the manner of Oh. 
fiha t A Lovely War. As soon as 
Dews beard of that idea, he 
sniffeti 'They’ll call it Ob What 
A Lovely Who re! "And that was 
the end of thaL 

His bloody revival of Julius 
Caesar (1977), in which the ti- 
tle character underwent 22 stab 
wounds, used the audience it- 
self to play Mark Antony’s 
“friends, Romans and coun- 
trymen", with rabble-rousers 
round and about the auditori- 
um. It provoked a round of ap- 


plause, As far as anybody 
knows. Dews’ acting never did. 


despite hs inconsistencies, prob- 
ably contains more than a ker- 
nel of truth. For the next 30 
years, she tried to get Revolt In 
Paradise made into a film, trav- 
elling all over the world staying 
in smart hotels at the expense 
of various film companies. But 
since she refused to alter any de- 
tails of the book, offer after of- 
fer collapsed When, in the late 
1980s, by then a permanent res- 
ident of Australia, it became ap- 
parent that no film would be 
made, she cut herself off from 
tiie world and became increas- 
ingly suspicious of people. The 
writer Timothy Lindsey got to 
know her in her old age. which 
was spent in a nursing home in 
Sydney, and his recent book The 
Romance of K'tut Tantri and In- 
donesia ( 1997) docs much to ex- 
plain. without destroying, the 


British Safety Council 

Sir Neville Purvis, Director Gener- 
al of the British Safety Council, yes- 
terday hosted a reception at the 
Armourers' Hall tor die Council's 
Diploma in Safety Management 
and Diploma in Environmental 
Management. 


Lectures 

National Gallery; Colin Wiggns, 
"ftrihnnancc Art (I): models as per- 
formers'’, lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Nicholas Humphrey. “The Art of the 
Picture and Mirror Frame; mediev-ai 
to 1700“, 2J0pm,: 

Nations} Portrait Gallery: John 


Ky iH’ti 


find new artists. Throughout the 
Fifties and early - Sixties the 
quickest route for American 
angers to reach the Met was via 
an engagement at a German or 
Austrian opera house. 

There was, however, one 
American singer whom Bing 
had been trying to engage ever 
since his arrival in New York - 
Marian Anderson. Early in 
1955 the contralto's busy con- 
cert schedule finally allowed her 
to accept his offer and she 
made operatic history as the first 
black singer to appear in a ma- 


ringing Ulrica in Un hallo in 
maschera. This was the most 
momentous action taken by 
Bing during the entire period of 
his reign at the Met, os it 
opened the door for all the oth- 
er immensely gifted black 
artists, beaded by Leontyne 
Price and Grace Bumbty. who 
have sung there since. 

Renata Tebaldi also made her 
Metropolitan dibut in 1955, as 
Desdemona in Verdi's Otdloi 
she remained for 17 seasons. 
The following year Maria Caflas 
made her debut as Norma; she 
only stayed for two seasons as 
in 1958/59 she refused to sing 
in a new production of Macbeth 
in alternation with La traviata. 
As a result "‘BING FIRES 
CAT J AS" ihe newspaper head- 
lines screamed and Leonic 
Rysanek sang Lady Macbeth in 
her place. 

During the final yean in the 
old house, Birgit Nilsson, Leon- 
tyne Price. Franco Corelli 
(Bings favourite tenor, despite 
his frequent attacks of tem- 
perament), Jon Vickers. Joan 
Sutherland and Elisabeth 
Schwarzkopf joined the Met. 
Bing was less successful in en- 
gaging first-class conductors, 
but the roster did include Eu- 
gene Orman dy. Kart Bohm. 
Georg Solti and Leonard 
Bernstein. 

The new house in Lincoln 
Center opened on 16 Septem- 
ber 1966 with the premiere of 
Samuel Barber's Antony ami 
Cleopatra. The libretto was 
adapted from Shakespeare by 
Franco Zeffirelli, who also di- 
rected. Although this was not 
the unmitigated disaster it has 
been made out, the weight of 


the sets caused one of th; 
turntables to break, jamming 
the new' machinery. Later in tie 
season the first Met staging if 
Die Frau ohne Sdtaucn and a 
production of The Magic Flw re- 
designed by More Chagall were 
a great deal more popular. 
American singers now nod a' 
shorter road to the Mel: they 
merely crossed the Plaza from 
the New York City Opera, 
which also moved to Lincoln 
Center. Foreign singers, for in- 
stance Ptacido Domingo, also 
took this route. 

The culmination of Bings 
years at the Mel should have 
been a new production, jointly 
mounted with the Salzburg Fes- 
tival, of the complete Ring cy- 
cle, directed ami conducted by 
Herbert von Karajan: in the 
event, onlv Die Vlitlkurv and Das 
RheingvM (in that order) were 
performed before Bing retired. 
This was mainly- due to the 
three-month strike which dosed 
the theatre in the autumn uf 
1%9, but partly to the antago- 
nism existing between Karajan 
and Nilsson, an indispcnsabfc 
Brunnhilde in any Ring cycle. 

Rudolf Bing, who hud re- 
mained a British citizen 
throughout his time in the US, 


was appointed KBE in the ► . 
Queen’s Birthday Honours i)Ly ! 
1971 for his services to Anglo- ' 
American relations. The fol- 
lowing year, after his rclircmcM 
from the Metropolitan, he pub- 
lished his autobiography, 5,0(0 
Nights at the Opera. Foruwhife 
he' lectured at Brooklyn College, 

Cilv University. The final yeas 
of "his life w’ere marred by 
Alzheimer's disease. 

Elizabeth Forbes 


Rudolf Franz Joseph Bing, open 
administrator: horn Vienna ) 
January 1902; General Manat? 
er. Gfymieboume Optra 19JS 
49; Artistic Director, fc'c finburgl 
Festival 1947-49; General Matt 
ager. Metropolitan Opera. Nek 
York MO-72: CUE Mo, KM- 
1971; Distinguished Profesmr. 
Brooklyn College. City Unix rv 
rity of New >brit 1 972- 75; may 
tied 1929 Nina Schelemskap 
(died 1983), M 7 Carroll Lie 
Douglass (marriage dissolved 
1989); died New York 2 Sep 
icmbcr 1997. 


When James Booth, replac- 
ing Laurence Harvey as Rice in 
Dews's staging of Ben Jenson’s 
The Alchemist (1970), was still 
unsure of his lines after a fort- 
night’s rehearsal. Dews himself 
took over the role (having as 
usual already directed the play 
for television) but went only for 
the belly-laughs, which disap- 
pointed everyone, but should 
bave surprised no one who had 
watched his occasional ad hoc 
performances when he was di- 
rector of the Birmingham Rep 
(1966-72). Thus his acting 
turned a serious farce into a 
romp. 

It was at the Old Birmingham 
Rep next to the New Street Sta- 
tion with its small, steeply raked 
auditorium and even smaller 
stage, the first in Britain to he 
built for repertory purposes, 
that Dews, to my mind, had his 
finest hour. It was Hadrian 171, 
taken from the least likely 
material, Baron Corvo's dream 
of vengeance on bis fellow 
Catholics. As the failed priest, 
Alec McCowen was at the peak 


of his powers, picturing himstif 

- amid the drab, shabby sui- 
roundings of the old playhouse 

- translated to Rome as th-* 
Pontiff in all his finery, a raj- 
gtous maniac trying to get Hs 
own back. 

From the same humble at- 
ditorium a month later canc 
Dews' haunt ingly sntnvbouid 
revival of.-lr \uu Like It (1967), 
a model of updated Shakr- 
speare - no stars and no crawls 
in the house either: but witjr, 
charming and exquisiniv 
detailed. 

Who can be surprised if^a 




few years later, when lhe Biro- . 'r 

incHnm C«>iini-51 thnM rfl 


ingham Council decreed tiiatit 
should have a new civic pltf- 
housc - of twice die size and ret 
a quarter of the atmosphere if 
the Old Birmingham Rep -if 
Dews chose not to slay lip 
course as director for moc 
than a season or so after it wp 
opened? 

AdamBcneAk; 


Peter Dews, actor and dinar, 
bam Wakefield, Yorkshire 26 S$- 
tember 1929; married I960 AO 
Rhodes; died 25 August 1997; 


Tantri: ‘Surabaya Sue* by Nor 
Mitchell fttr Smttb’s WeeWy. 194 


essential artifice and rom.mi 
of this enigmatic woman. 

Sarah Andcrso 


M Uriel Stuart Walker (K'n 
' Tantri), journalist, IuhcIu-k write 
bom Glasgow 19 February }&>, 
married Karl Pearsen 
1 957); died Sydney 2 7 July /yg 


Cooper, “Sir (VtcrLely ac the ‘".in 
of Charles ll“, l.tnpin. 

Hile Gallery: Jonathon Rl.ukvi,i,v 
“Sculpture in Stone". !po». 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Tbe DolwrfGIoaecsier.acaimp.inKj l 

TtKDocbes&rfGInKtster. opens \ht'>o: 

ihh National Pi wi rail Gnlfay'* ?vlu|.; llv 
-jnn Wrars of Scottish Pmrainiiv- .11 1-, 0 
crilaborg Cattle. Denmark. 

Changing' of the Guard 
The HnuKhobd Cavalry Mourned Kei- 
mcm mount* the Oman's Ute Ciiui.i'i 
HoittcCurdf. Hum; hi buunlu>n Vi, 
Onanii mourns the Quad's Guam j 
BucklaBfcun FUloce. UJlkun. Kmj 
vi4cd t*v the Scnti. Guard*. 1 
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the leader page 

The pea-souper that shrouds environmental debate 



1 of civilisation depends on 
our collective ability to regulate our 
planet’s environment. Tbday we report 
a dramatic example, as the Malaysian 
government announces its plan tp seed 
clouds with silver iodide crystals to pro- 
duce rain to by to wash away the smog 
that has darkened the sky over 
Lumpur for two months. The delay of 
the monsoon in south-east Asia means 
? that many of the big ernes in the region 
are now permanently enveloped in an 
old-fashioned. . London pea-souper, 
thickened by smoke from forest fires 
across pennisiiiar Malaya, Sum a tra *nr\ 
Indonesia. This is not die only current 
example of local climate manip nfo riitn- 
this year, the authorities in Otfn* are 
also engaged in modem rain-making, 
adapting anti-aircraft guns to the pur- 
pose, trying to fill the dry Yellow River 
with water. 

Meanwhile, in another part of the for- 
est, we report die findings of a German 
government survey of the state of its 
woodland: it seems that the trees are 
recovering from the onslaught of add 
Tain, the great environmental cause of 
a decade ago. It would seem that the 
- 4 U collapse of the dirty heavy industries of 
'• the Czech Republic and elsewhere in 
Central Europe, combined with strict 
emission controls on German industries 
and cars, has saved the green and 
pleasant bits of Bavaria. 


So, is the big picture one of the indus- 
trialised nation s getting their “green” 
act together, while the newly-industri- . 
alised countries struggle to dealwith die 
environmental consequences of rapid 
economic growth? Unfortunately not; r 
unfortunately in the sense that such a 
summary might imply a happy scenario 
of progressive improvement, as best 
environmental practice spreads along 
with high living standards around tbt 
globe. 

The reality of the env iron mental 
crisis facing the world is a great deal 
more complicated than tfc^ The out- 
look for the snstainahaKtyoflife on this 
planet is also gloomier than such a 
virion of inevitable progress implies. 
The truth lies somewhere between two 
extremes. At one extreme are apoca- 
lyptic forecasts of imminent catastrophe 
- based not on science but on emotion 
and even nuRenarianism. At the other 
extreme is the complacent view that 
economic development is thebest solu- 
tion to environmental problems. Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad, prime minister of 
Malaysia, is an a br asi v e proponent of 
this second argument When Western 
politicians tried to lecture lnm about foe 
need to preserve the rainforests in his 
country, he pointed out rather tardy that 
we in the West had already cut down our. 
forests, so were in no moral position to 
tell him what to do. He might point out, 
too, that the pollution haze which has 
blocked oot the sky in Kuala Lumpur 
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is similar to the smogs which blanketed 
Loudon until prosperity anti dean-air 
legislation made the stars visible again. 
As Malaysia gets richer, it too wiD be 
able to afford cleaner local air. 

The flaw in this argument is the 
remorseless growth both of the world’s 
energy use and its population. A sym- 
bol of the increasingly hectic disorder 
of industrialisation is the Petrosas Tfow- 
ers, which last year became the tallest 
budding in the world - but still not tall 
enough to escape the thick smog of 
Kuala Lornpun a monument to 
Malaysia’s economic ambition and to 
the region’s environmental crisis. 


It looks, then, as if Robin Cook will 
have to upset Dr Mahathir again, as he 
did this week over h uman rights in the 
region, if Britain is to pursue a foreign 
policy which respects the environment 
as well as people’s liberties. This is not 
a matter of the rich West pulling up the 
ladder of economic prosperity behind 
itself, because if Asia, Afnca and South 
America are to pursue higher living 
standards which can be sustained for 
more than a generation, then the 
peoples of North America. Europe 
and Japan will be called on to change 
their lifestyles dramatically. 

Hence the real significance of the add 


rain story is how small-scale it is in the 
order of global priorities. The balance 
of scientific consensus is that toe forests 

and lakes of northern Europe have been 

poisoned by industrial activity, although 
the chains of causation are more tan- 
gled th an initially thought. The mea- 
sures taken to clean up power station 
emissions and to fit catalytic converters 
to car exhausts may be beginning to 
reduce add rain and improve the qual- 
ity of the air that we breathe. But they 

have taken a tong time, and are a s nail 
gust offresb air in a growing whirlwind 

of pollution. Against toe overriding 
challenge of exponentiaBy-growjng 
energy use, which BundemaWy causing 

global climate change (even if the 
nature of that change is as yet undear), 

sightly cleaner emissions in some of the 

richest and most energy-hungry coun- 
tries of the world is a side-issue. 

It is against this background that we 
must ask whether some environmen- 
talists are; in danger of hurting the very 
important cause which they profess to 
advance. Yesterday, a National Con- 
sumer COundl report drew attention to 
the difficulty of knowing whether or not 
recycling bottles and paper is worth- 
while: wbat matters is the amount of 
energy used throughout the whole life 
of a product in its production, pack- 
aging, consumption and disposal. Recy- 
cling only happens at the end of the 
process. 

It is the inability to distinguish 


between the important and the trivial 
which bedevils the “green” movement. 
Our schoolchildren are now indoctri- 
nated by green propaganda, a largely 
unremarked development which could 
have a dramatic effect on popular val- 
ues in years to come, except that far too 
much of it equates the dropping of crisp 
packets with the threat to the ozone 
layer. Green values are generally good 
ones to transmit to our children, but 
facts and science must be separated 
from emotion and polemic. 

Lots more silver 
in the lining 

T hey said turning building societies 
into public limited companies 
would unleash their entrepreneurial 
drive. .And so it has turned out. We can 
only marvel at the capitalist verve of 
Abbey National, which has hit on the 
ingenious idea of charging people £1 to 
queue in its branches a wheeze which 
started yesterday. Some clever busi- 
ness-school graduate has obviously 
noticed how the British love queuing, 
and pointed out the money-making 
potential of charging them for doing so. 
It has been said that if four people form 
a queue on a busy British street, oth- 
ers will join them out of force of habit. 
A huge untapped market beckons. 
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Royal Family 
fails nation 
in its grief 

Sir Whenever there is a debate 
j about the monarchy’s future, the 
usual suspects trot out to tdl us 
sagely that the Royal Enmity is an 
invaluable focus at times of national 
crisis, a rallying point for our 
collective anxieties. But as this 
week’s events proveto be the 
greatest emotional crisis sauce the 
war, where are the royals now? 

Where are these assorted 
military princes and dukes 
offering some recognition ofthe 
grief and affection tor the mother 
bf the fbture Kiflg?-Mahy ' • ~v5 

expressions of sympathy forthe • 
-young Princes have gone - • - - • 
-Unacknowledged. Do the Princes 
even know the concern they are 
eliciting? Or are they Princes in 
the Tbwer, locked away form this 
no donbt embarrassing display of 
public emotion “for their own 

good”? 

. The frozen silence which has 
followed the dismally inadequate 
notice issued by the Queen and her 
eldest son, adopting the stilled 
formality used for the victims of a 
train crash or distant earthquake, 
explodes the myth' that, to a crisis, ■ 
we need the comforting presence 
’ of old-style royals So it should not 
surprise them if a growing 
proportion of a bereft nation 
decides that, under any 
circumstances, it doesn’t really 
need thematalL 
GERALDINE FRINGE 
Edinburgh 


Sir. While I can sympathise with 
private grief and the need to keep 
the public’s gaze away from a 
bereaved family, the Royal Runity 
cannot escape its rale as a public 

family. And, once again, they toow 
us exactly why Princess Diana will be 
much missed. No public statements 
of support for the people ofBritam. 
No contact No reassuring glimpse 
bi warmth or informality. No mutual 
Bn deretan ding. No real relationship. 

And this cold distance at a time 
when people in Britain are showing 
so much obvious, public sympathy 
to support each other.Hie message. 



iue curtains are shut, the doors are 
locked and the British public are on 
their own. 

.a MARGARET KEETON 
7 Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 

Sir: The Princess of Wales, mother 
of a possible future king, died on 
Sunday. It is now Wednesday and 
stiD there has been no word to her 
people from toe present Queen- 
Whether or not the Royal amity 
choose to preserve a rigid reserve- 

herause it “dare not weep” - surely 

a sample personal message from the 

Queen transcends choice and is 

what should be expected of her as 
monarch and as a human bemg? 
MARION DRAFFIN 
Gmombridgc, Kent 

Sin ftjflfy Toynbee (1 September) is 
right to draw attention to the 
problem that has been created for 
toe Rilace. following the rapid 
canonisation of toe late Princess. 

She goes on to raise the fear that 

Prince William might ponder which 
of his difficult parents to blame. 

Should toe Prince's mind turn 
toatway, he will have to look higher 

than his father, a merepawn in the 

game. The whole sony t^erame 

^ about because the Prince of WMes 
& was not allowed a free choice of 

whom he could many, first choice 
was royalty, second must be nothing 

. ,te® dan titled. Wuty was ® 

hbped ; foc“extra”.Despite toe feet 

toat his life is impossible to live m 



anyone’s terms, Charles was and 

remains a dutiful son and heir— just 
as William is expected lobe., 

. The British are notoriously 
juvenfle about matters sexual and if 
we could not accept 16 years ago 
that the Prince of^S&les could 
make a free choice, perhaps we can 
now. If so, we. will ail have grown up 
a little bit. 

SIMONALLEN -- • 

Little Gaddesden, Hertfordshire 

Sin Diana, Princess of Whies, was in 

Paris of heur own vohtion. At her _ 
own insistence, against the better ■ 
judgment of the Palace, she had no 
official protection. She died as a 
result of being driven by a drunken 
chauffeur, an employee of her 
lover's family, ioto a concrete pillar 
atbighspeed.- 

As you say (leading article, 2 
September), some people Trill bold 
the Royal ramOy in general, and 
Prince Charles in particular, in 

some way respansjbfe for this tragic 

evenL They arc being irrational to 

toe point of idiocy, and in toe frenzy 
of bad taste which has surrounded 
Diana in both life and death, there 


tire Royal Famify can taketo 

counteract such prejudice. 

Your suggestion that Prince 
William’s emotional competence 

most be in question as a result of 
his attending Eton would be cheap 
at toe best of times. It is a vile thing 
to write when toe boy most be , 
feeling emotion enough at the 
death of his mother. You might be 

better employed questioning toe 
emotional competence ofthe ; 

milli ons who did not go to Eton and 
are now wallowing inasatz grief at 
the loss of someone who was no. 
more to thetn than a medra icon. 
JOHN CAMPBELL 
London N10 .. _ .. 


Sir Diana was royal by marriage. 
That marriage was squashed 
emotionally by toe future King, and 
terminated formally at toe 
insistence of the present Queen; 
Diana herself has been 
comprehensively ridiculed by toe 
. Palace establishment — tbeEnemy. 

Itpassesrqy understanding why 
toe Palace is in any way involved 
with arrangements for her funeral. _ 
■^fhe family, including her sons, 
could be supported quite well by 
the Prime Minister and his staff at 
10 Downing Street, representing 
her constituency - ordinary people. 
JOHN DEXTER 
Hythe, Hampshire 

Sin Your leader (2 September) and 
Michael Knowles's letter (2 
September) were courageous in 
identifying where toe but* stops in 
the search of the causes of Diana’s 
death Blame toe unhofy trinity of 
paparazzi, press and public as yon 
wish, but itwas ultimately toe Royal 
“ Famil y” who destroyed toe . 
Princess of Whies. 

When middle-aged ladies queuing 
for eight hours to leave their 
petscmal orfeutestp Diana say to TV 
cameras, with evident contempt, 
thal they wouldn’t do this “forthe 
rest of them”, then toe House of 
Windsor ought to be quaking. No 
wonder they bide at Balmoral. 

Mis MOIRAROSS 
Strathpeffer, Ross-shire 

Sin Yon criticise the response of toe 
Windsors to toe most devastating of 
personal tragedies, the loss of a 
farnCy member (“If only the royals 
could weep with the peopk”3 



September). How distasteful would 
we as a nation regard a Hollywood- 
style display of weeping, if we knew 
toe intention was to engender 
and pubfr 

personal 

Hence 
sd 

throws into sharp refief the 
theatrical excesses of the public 
grieving competition in which we all 
seem to be embroiled. A response 
motivated in part, I suspect, by 
private shame at the relentless 
pursuit of Diana’s life which may 
have contributed to her death. 
PHILIP E JAMES 
Guildford, Surrey 

Sir: Discusaon about the apparent 
dysftmetion of the Windsor family 
misses a more fundamental point 
lb a democratic society all 
monarchy is dysfunctional. 

The most useful legacy of Diana 
Windsorwould be the establishment 
in this country of a republic. An open 
and creative project for that purpose, 
winch embraced all the people, 
migh t provide a paradoxically 
appropriate memorial to the life- 
work of a “people’s princess”. 
SPENCER HAGARD 
Cambridge 


Diana’s coin 

Sin In toe St James's Palace queue 
on Monday, I discovered a daz z lin g, 
many-sided mm in my change 

which I, for one, will always call “a 

Diana”: the new SOp. 

KEITH M HARRIS 
Steeple Bumpstead, Suffolk 


How to beat 
the paparazzi 


Sir As long as there are members 
of the public who are curious to 
peer into the private lives of public 
figures, there will be money to be 
made by those who do toe peering. 
A ban on invasion of privacy will 
not work. 

Our problem is one of market 
failure. A scarce resource, namely 
the private image of a public 
person, should not be owned by toe 
photographer or by the publication 
which purchases it from him. True 
legal ownership should rest with 
the subject of the photograph. 
Misuse of toe image without toe 
permission of toe rightful owner 
would be a cause of legal action 
against the publication and toe 
paparazzo to recover their 
wrongful profits. 

If such a regime had been in 
place before last weekend, every 
tabloid which published 
photographs of Princes Diana and 
Dodj on their summer holidays 
would have been required to pay 
the resulting profits to them. 

I do not think tone it would take 
too fines legal mind to distinguish 
between public events, such as 
speeches and hospital visits, and 
private events, such as a ski trip 
with one’s children or a ride in a car 
with a friend. 

GUY SPIER 
New York 

Sin Your photographer, Brian 
Harris, is mistaken in Uyiijg ro pass 
much of toe blame on to toe public 
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(“Don’t shoot the messenger: look 
to yourself*, 1 September), for 
contributing to the death of toe 
Princess of Wales. 

The media, and the popular press 
in particular, is a very powerful tool 
or weapon, that moulds and 
generates opinion as much as it 
feeds it. Even toe press must now 
concede that there is an unmissable 
border between the demand for 
pictures of toe rich and famous, and 
crawling over the wreck of a crashed 
car taking pictures of the dead and 
dying; toe pictures ofwiuch, in this 
case, must surely be impounded by 
the French courts as the 
photographers were contravening 
the French “good Samaritan” law at 
the very moment they took them? 
Miss MARJORIE DAWSON 
London E17 

Sir I find your headline of 2 
September (“Killed by drunken 
driving, not fame”) deeply offensive. 

The state of Diana’s driver in no 
way exonerates the behaviour of 
the jackals that pursued her. These 
people, supposedly acting in toe 
public’s interest, conducted 
themselves like a frenzied pack of 
animals, acting solely in self- 
interest in thehope of benefiting 
from the huge pay-outs that 
newspapers and magazines offer. 
You surely have to ask yourself 
what toe driver was trying to avoid. 
MARKASHWELL 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 


Funeral song 

Sin There could be no finer funeral 
tribute to Diana, Princess of Wiles 
than a specially modified “Candle 
in the Wind” sung by Elton John. 
PAUL WALTER 
Newbury, Berkshire 


Pointless death 
of a sad woman 

Sin Can we hope for a return to 
reality in the coverage of the death 
of Diana, Princess of Wales? A silly, 
self-absorbed, but basically well- 
intentioned woman has died, in a 
pointless accident. It happens all 
toe time. In her life she lent her 
name and her face to some good 
causes; hut not to the exclusion of 
endless holidays, hours in the gym 
and fabulous amou nts of shopping. 
Legions do more in the relief of 
human suffering without a fraction 
of the adulation. 

Her efforts hardly constitute toe 
sainthood for which she currently 
seems destined. 

■ For those thousands who are 
queuing up to sign books of 
condolence, there will be millions 
more who won’t; who aren't 
struggling with a profound sense of 
loss, nor feeling that the landscape 
of their lives has been irrevocably 
changed; or suffering any other of 
the extreme emotions prescribed to 
“toe public”, by press pundits. 
Millions will never have bought a 
newspaper or magazine simply 
because it contained paparazzi 
snaps and will not, therefore be 
grappling with a covert sense of 
shared guOl in the sad woman’s 
end. 

But, many of them may be 
wondering why they live in a society 
which wants to apolheosise 
mediocrity, revel in its frailty, and 
then affect grief at its inevitable 
demise. 

If Diana’s “tragedy” is to mean 
anything, surely it must be that 
society cannot have figureheads for 
its national life on the terms 
currently demanded. Many of 
those now beating their breasts 
need to calm down, and ask 
themselves just exactly what it is 
they are crying about. 

NIGEL WRIGHTSON 
London SW2 

Sin There is a large constituency, 
possibly a majority, in this country 
for whom the death of Princess 
Diana is no more tragic than the 
premature death of any other 
human being. The way the media, 
and the BBC especially, have 
behaved puts me in mind of the old 
Soviet Union on the death of a 
party leader. 

NEAL CHAMPION 
Staunton, Gloucestershire 


Flowers not guns 

Sin The Princess of Wales was 
campaigning against landmines, 
which makes the choice of a gun 
carriage as a vehicle for her coffin 
singularly inappropriate. 

A flower-filled open carriage 
surrounded by toe charities and 
children she supported would 
reflect the public mood i 
suitable way. 

FELICITY BINYON 
Dr EMMA CREWE 
BEL CREWE 
Brancaster, Norfolk 


m a more 


Beware idolatry 

Sir: Isn't there a danger tbat the 
mass expression of shock and grief 
over Princess Diana's death is 
turning into idolatry? A news item 



feeling* 

One is reminded very strongly of 
toe films shot at the time of the 
death and funeral of Eva Peron and 
the hysteria engendered. 

Mourning and sympathy for 
Diana ves, sainthood no. 
MreJWARMAN 
Bromley, Kent 
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The onset of 
globalisation 
poses a real 
threat to the 
protective, 
comfortable 
and ordered 
lifestyle that 
German 
citizens have 
long taken for 
granted, says 
Rupert 
Cornwell 


F or a snapshot of 
post-war German 
history, look no fur- 
ther than the long, 
narrow harbour of 
the great maritime city of KieL 
On the eastern side, beyond the 
HDW and Prenssag shipyards, 
twisted concrete blocks jut from 
the water, remnants of U-Boat 
pens smashed by allied bombers 
during the Gotterdammerung 
of 1945. Exactly opposite, on 
the western bank, hundreds of 
private yachts, fruit of the 
wealth amassed during half a 
century of subsequent recovery, 
rock softly at anchor. But an 
even more revealing symbol 
passed almost unobserved a 
lew weeks ago. A giant floating 
tri-dock for ship repairs left for 
a permanent new home by the 
Suez Canal. An introduction, 
among many others to a 
strange^ half-understood beast 
called Globalisiemng. 

To Anglo-Saxon ears, “glob- 
alisation’* has a bracing ring, 
promising access to the eco- 
nomic wonders of the world. 
For Germans however, the 
terra conveys only menace, of 
a new and unforgiving single 
world economy that takes no 
prisoners, where jobs and cap- 
ital move unimpeded from 
country to country, threatening 
the very survival of the cosy, 
protective system under which 
they have prospered for 50 
years. A fearful, mostly unspo- 
ken suspicion abounds, that a 
post-war era may be closing. 
Outwardly Kttie seems to have 



Job seekers in Berlin - imempkjyment in Germany is double that in Britain, shredding okl economic certainties 
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Fear stalks the Fatherland 


changed. The Teutonic quest 
for a perfectly ordered life con- 
tinues. Deutsche Bahn has 
installed waste bins on railway 
station platforms divided into 
four different-coloured sections, 
each for a different category of 
recyclable. In Bonn, the munic- 
ipality has installed electronic 
signs along main streets inform- 
ing drivers exactly how many 
places are available in nearby 
parking garages. Imperceptibly 
but relentlessly however, the 
new order advances. “We're at 
a watershed,” says Horst Siebert, 
member of Chancellor Kohl's 
five-man Council of economic 
advisers, and director of the 
influential World Economics 
Institute at Kiel University. “But 
neither the politicians nor the 
people understand what global- 
isation means for Germany.” 

Already though some old 


certainties are in shreds. No 
longer is Germany lop of the 
economics class. Italy - the 
same feckless Italy that Ger- 
many used to bail out with 
multi-billion -dollar loans 
secured by Banca dltalia gold 
- now has a lower inflation rate. 
Britain, long Europe’s basket 
case, is enjoying a sustained 
boom. The air is thick with 
warnings that the generous 
pensions, welfare and health 
care benefits its people take for 
granted are no longer afford- 
able -yet unions are girding up 
for battle, to reduce the work- 
ing week from 35 to 32 hours. 
The unemployment rate is 
almost 12 per cent, double that 
of Britain. And now the 
deutschmark itself, ultimate 
symbol of this most successful 
chapter of modem German 
history, is to disappear. lust like 



Higher Education Funding after Dearing 


Tuesday 9 September 1997 Cumberland Hotel, London W1 


A special conference called by the Committee of Vice-Chancellors 
and Principals to examine the Government’s funding proposals, in the 
light of the Dearing Report and the short and long term funding 
challenge for higher education. It will consider the proposals’ implication 
for access, equity, employment, growth, standards and quality and for 
policy development and research into higher education funding. A major 
conference for university and college policy makers, business leaders, 
student service organisations, professional bodies, academics, local 
education authority members and officers and graduate recruiters. 

Speakers include: 

£ Andrew Marr 

„ Editor of Independent 

~ Barham Bekhradnla 

Higher Education funding 
Council for England 
Dr Meredith Edwards 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor. 

University of Canberra 
Wendy Berliner 
Editor of Education-r- 
Julian Schweitzer 
World Bank 
Sir William Stubbs 
Member of the Dearing Committee 
Douglas Trainer, 

National President. NUS 
David THesman, 

General Secretary, AUT 
Diana Warwick, 

Chief Executive, Committee of 
Vice-Chancellors and Principals 
Government Minister 
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Italians. Spaniards and French- 
men. Germans will have to 
make do with the unknown, 
un misted euro. 

“What is the matter with 
our country?” asked Roman 
Heczog, the German President, 
in a now famous speech last 
spring after a visit to the Asian 
Ugers on the Pacific rim. There 
all was dynamism, but “here the 
mood is overwhelmingly 
despondent ... a feeling of 
paralysis pervades our society”. 
There was a loss of momentum, 
“an ossification and a failure to 
modernise ... an unbelievable 
mental depression". 

Germany being Germany of 
course, nothing is ever simple. 
Could this not be merely a new 
outbreak of angst immemorial, 
in a people for whom no silver 
lining is complete without a 
leaden grey cloud? And indeed, 
in the short term, another hardy 
German perennial may be 
about to blossom - an export- 
led upswing. Fuelled by a 
weaker currency, the monthly 
trade surplus in June of 
DM13bn (£4.5bn) was the 
largest in eight years. Growth in 
1998 could be* a very decent 
3 percent. And “Made in Ger- 
many" remains a byword for 
the excellence of a manufac- 
turing sector which still -com- 
prises a third of the total econ- 
omy (double its share in 
Britain). 

But take the youag London 
foreign exchange dealer in a 
radio interview this summer. 


asked to explain yet another 
drop in the value of the mark 
against the pound. “The mark' s 
a dying currency, isn’t it," he 
said, “and the markets kind of 
feel Germany has had it" Even 
a year ago, such words would 
have been unimaginable. Now 
foreign exchange dealers are 
not the fount of all wisdom. 
And even if they were, a dash 
of Schadenfreude is forgivable 
after endless German economic 
over-achieving. Nor does trou- 
ble in Germany matter as it did 
when the country was the 
biggest prize in the Cold War 
and the likeliest battlefield for 
a hot one. But “Germany has 
had it"? As Europe seeks to 
forge a common currency, and 
prove it can compete with the 
US, the Asians and an emer- 
gent China, the last thing it 
needs is a creeping crisis in the 
continent's pivotal economy. 


Bi 


iUt the signs of one 
abound. The most obvi- 
ous are the 4.3 million 
Germans who are unemployed. 
Other difficulties are less mea- 
surable: a lack of flexibility and 
innovation, industry’s focus on 
middle-level technology (in 
computers and biotech, Ger- 
many is a slouch) an over-rigid 
labour market, and a well- 
meaning but suffocating web of 
bureaucracy and regulation. If 
Bill Gates had started up his 
computer factory in a garage in 
Germany, President Herzog 
said, only a quarter in jest. 


health inspectors would have 
shut the place inside a week. 
Above all there is demography. 
Germany is growing old - so 
old that by 2010, under the 
country’s company-financed 
social security system, 
employee contributions will 
have risen to an intolerable 50 
per cent of wages if nothing is 
done. And that is before 
income tax. 

But as the Fatherland slowly 
burns, the politicians fiddle, 
unwilling to confront the inter- 
est groups, above all the elderly', 
who vote for them. The whiff of 
fin de regime is everywhere. 
Not perhaps quite the stench 
that permeated the last few 
years ofTbryism, but inevitable 
when one man and one coali- 
tion have been in power for 15 
years. Suddenly Chancellor 
Kohl looks tired, unable as he 
once would have been to stamp 
out squabbling within the cen- 
tre-right coalition over a pre- 
election reshuffle. Where 
though is the German Tbny 
Blair? “We need new ideas, 
new people,” even a prominent 
Kohl supporter admits, “but we 
just don’t have them." 

Only next spring will the 
SPD select its Kanzlerkandi- 
dat, but the current choice is 
not inspiring. Oskar Lafon- 
taine, the left-winger who lost 
to Kohl in 1990, in the third of 
his four consecutive election 
victories since 1982. is yester- 
day’s man, and for all his PR 
gifts, there are ■ legitimate 


doubts that the other leading 
contender. Lower Saxony's 
Minister-President Gerhard 
Schroeder, is tomorrow’s. And 
Germany s predicament differs 
from Britain's in another way. 
In Britain, Margaret Thatcher 
did the necessary dirty work. 
Now it is Germany’s turn to 
introduce similarly required 
market-oriented reform - but 
at the very moment when the 
“right-wing” government, more 
ideologically equipped to do so. 
seems about to leave the stage. 
Dare the Social Democrats 
offend their own supporters 
and administer the necessary 
medicine ? 

Inevitably, the already mea- 
gre public esteem for conven- 
tional politicians has tumbled, 
and simultaneously a grass- 
roots activism buried deep in 
German historical tradition has 
re-emerged. In Bonn this week 
for instance, posters have been 
advertising a BQrgergesprach. 
roughly a town hall meeting, on 
the theme of “How sick is our 
democracy?" The question is 
legitimate: German democracy 
is ailing. Not, of course, in the 
sense of an imminent relapse 
into totalitarianism, and no 
comparison is more absurd 
than that of today’s republic 
with Weimar. Nowhere, the US 
included, does a constitution 
contain stronger checks and 
balances - which is a very large 
part of the problem. 

Take the Bundesrat. the 
upper chamber of unelected 


representatives from the fed- 
eral Lander ur stales, designed 
to prevent an excessive con- • 
cen lotion of power in the exec- w 
u live government. This summer 
though, the main claim to fame 
of an SPD-controlled Bun- 
desrat was to block vitally 
needed tax reform endorsed by 
a majority in the elected Bun- 
destag, or parliament. Unsur- 
prising])', calls for constitutional 
reform* multiply. No one 
though believes there is the 
remotest chance of the two 
thirds majority in the Bun- 
destag to secure it, and equally 
unsurprisingly, many despair 
of the counti) 1 '* capacity to 
reform itself. Naturally the 
Germans have a word for jL 
Reformstau, or “reform jam". 

S o what happens next ? ftis- 
sibly. though the odds arc 
against it, a fifth Kohl vR-«*. 
toiy in 1998. U is astonishing 
but true that never in the his- 
tory' of the federal Republic 
has’ an electorate voted out a 
sitting chancellor. Safe, solid 
and predictable is how Ger- 
mans like it and Helmut Kohl, 
never a politician to be under- 
estimated, is the embodiment 
of those virtues. The opposition 
sets no one alighL. and the 
economy might be growing fast 
enough to make inroads into 
unemployment. Some think he 
dries not "intend to scree a full 
term, staying on long enough to 
sec the euro into being before 
resigning. 

And with or without Kohl, all 
is not lost. Having identified the 
problem, surely a people that is, 
among Europe's best educated* 
and certainly its best organised, 
can solve it. If not, harsh mar- 
ket forces will. Already too. 
amid the squabbling, the coali- 
tion and the SPD are hinting at 
a readiness to strike a partial 
pre-election deal on lax and 
welfare reform. The govern- 
ment too may soon be over the 
hump in its aid for the old East 
Germany, presently running at 
DMISObn (£51bnj, or 4 per 
cent of GDP, a year - a burden 
which makes it mildly miracu- 
lous that Germany is within 
spitting distance of the 3 per 
cent Maastricht budget deficit 
guideline. Then there is the 
impending change of capital: 
replacement of Bonn's ener- 
vating provincial vapours with 
the metropolitan fizz of the 
Berliner Luft will surely lift 
national spirits (albeit, 
inevitably, foreign apprehen- 
sions about Germany as well). 
And if the current Thai debacle 
is anything to go by, maybe the 
Asian dragons aren't quite as 
terrifying as advertised. ( 
But the world, and GfuM- • 
isientng.witt not wait. This sum- 
mer, a stone's throw from Kiel 
harbour. Professor Siehert's 
Institute held a convention on 
the subject of "Newly declining 
countries”. For once Britain is 
not among them (though per- 
haps it falls into the '’long 
declining” category). Nor is the 
Netherlands, nor even Italy. 
The two the organisers had in 
mind were France, and above 
all Germany. Can it make the 
necessary adjustments, or will it 
be gen tty overtaken bv eco- 
nomic old age ? With the reas- 
suring certainties of the Cold 
Wir just a memory, that is the 
new German question. 


For most of us, the River is another country 
‘Y 


"ou’re probably sick 
of this by now." 
said our hostess as 
she served up soup to us one 
day in London last year. 

“On the contrary," we 
said “We don’t eat soup that 
often. We’re not at all sick of 
iL We quite like soup." 

“Not soup," she said. “Not 
soup generally. This 
particular soup. This soup of 
Delia's.” 

“Delia’s?” 

“Yes - it's from her new- 
book. We’ve had it all over 
the place at other people's 
houses this summer. I just 
thought you might be sick of 
it by now." 

The soup was very good 
and wc had never had it 
before, but then we live 
beyond the Delia Smith belL 
Perhaps I should say that wc 
live heyond the cook-book 
belt. But it happened to us 
again the other day, and 
outside London too. 

“I hope you haven't had 
this too often before,” said 
our host, as he served up a 
very strange concoction which 
looked tike a model of a 
rutted ski slope but which 
turned out to be sea bass 
cooked under a crust of sea 
salt. “It’s from The River Cap 
Cook Book For some reason 


this stuck in my craw more 
than Delia Smith did Well 
Delia Smith is on television 
and therefore a national 
phenomenon, but the River 
Cafe is somewhere in London 
and therefore of no 
immediate interest to me. 

I Itye on the edge of the West 
Country, which makes me a 
provincial, but people who 
live in London,- and are 
therefore also provincials, 
never see themselves as being 
parochial. When people in 
London talk about the famous 
River Cafe (as even this paper 
did when serialising their 
rather cumbersome recipes) 
they assume we all know 
where it is. I can't think why. 
if 1 were to refer to one of the 
many splendid restaurants in 
Bath or Bristol, I would have 
the decency to tend to explain 
its [ocauoni so why can’t *.-? 

WelL you get the point, and 
anyway time passes and no 
doubt the famous River Cap 
Cook Book is moving out of 
fashion and some other book 
is moving in and London 
hosts and hostesses are 
apologising about some new 
repertoire of flavours and 
fads. Did I read somewhere 
that cooking with wood-fired 
ovens is the new thing? Or is 
Moroccan cooking the flavour 



Miles 

Kington 

of the month? Something 
equally far-fetched. Poor old 
folk in London. They are so 
provincial they have no 
identity and have to clasp on 
to something to keep them 
afloat. They are more sensible 
in Morocco. I hope. I doubt 
that in the depths of Tangiers 
the smart housewives are 
strong to each other, “l hope 
you’re not tired of this English 
soup ...?" It’s easy to be a 
snob, l realise that. I found 
myself doing a very snobbish 
thing the other day. I was 
standing in New York looking 
at an airline poster - 
American Airlines. I think - 
which was urging people to fly 


to Birmingham, in England. 
And what do you think was 
the inducement they were 
using to get people in 
America to flock to 
Birmingham? It was 
contained in this couplet: 

“Fly to the Castles 

Without Che Hassles!” 

As an Englishman 1 found 
this instantly and doubly 
funny because a) “castles" 
and “hassles" don’t rhvmo in 
my part of England, b) I 
have never seen any castles 
in Birmingham. And yet I 
had no right to laugh, 
because it wasn’t aimed at 
me. ft was .aimed at 
Americans, who would not 
only think it a good and 
proper rhyme hut could 
easily Gnd Birmingham a 
convenient jumping-off point 
to get to Ludlow Castle, 
Warwick Castle. Fnwis 
Castle, etc, etc. (Mark you, I 
still think 1 was right to' laugh 
at another American slogan, 
coined by a mineral water 
firm in Texas. The Texans 
were trying to counter the 
threat of smart imported 
European waters. They came 
up with the fighting slogan: 
“Kick Perrier/ln The 
Derriere!") 

But it all depends where 
you stand. I heard an Irish 


comedian on Loose Cuds the 
other day say that she had 
come to "the Edinburgh 
Festival directly from Ireland 
-“Over from the mainland.” 
she said. There was a j.plii- 
secodd pause, then a lot of 
laughter from the Scottish 
audience. I think that joke 
would not have got such a 
laugh in London, in Scot land 
they share a perception with 
the Irish that things look 
different depending on whciv 
you are. In Scotland ihe\ 
know that a thunderstorm iu 
London is headline material 
hut a hurricane in Scotland 
will be luck>' to he mentioned 
low down in the news, oi 
course, a hurricane in Ireland 
wouldn’t be mentioned .n .ill 
Have you noticed on the 
British weather maps that 
Ireland doesn't exist? Look 
at Ccelav weather mapv 
Opposite Liverpool tlietc i-. a 
small rag of a place called 
Northern Ireland whteh i\ »s,«f 
attadted fu uuy other pu\y ■ •/ 
lathi, ft looks odd to us mil 
here in the sticks. We 

provincials are willing, tit bet 
* hat the British weather man 
on Cectax w.i> prokihlv 
Jcsigncd by some people 
down in London, (’mhahtv 
during a long lunch at the 
River ( ate. Wherever that is. 
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We will pray for the 
saint in a backless 
Versace dress 

Muslims, too, have been deeply moved by 
Diana's death. Fuad Nahdi explains why 


T he most photographed woman in the 
world remains an enigma to most Mus- 
lims. As the world prepares to bury the 
people’s princess, imams, scholars and ordinary 
Muslims in- the street are struggling to ascer- 
tain what exactly her status and legacy were, 
and how best to remember her. The extent of 
her influence, from the Hindu Kush mo untains 
to the deserts of Arabia and the fountains of 
the Thj Mahal, is hard to measure. 

To cancerous children in Pakistan, she was 
a blonde angel who brought the gift of smiles 
and attention. Tb glamour pu bl icati on s in the 
Muslim languages, from Turkish to Urdu, 
Malay and Arabic, she was the epitome of 
beauty, style and grace - and the secret to phe- 
nomenal circulation, lb the princesses in the 
harems, she was the queen offeshion: 
her every dress, her hairstyle, her 
walk - all were worthy of emu- 
lation. One of the better kept /* 

secrets of the Muslim £77 

monarchies are the scores 
of devoted Diana-loaka- 
likes living in the royal 

palaces. - 

Condolences have 
poured in from the 


d woman in the sis, or a more dignified occasion of private 
matomosiMus- grief; Their lives may have come together, with 
pares to bury the . some Muslims even hoping for a Jemima 
jlaisandordznary Khan-style conversion, out in their deaths, 
ugghng to ascer- Diana and Dodi parted ways. The belief that 
and legacy were, death shall have no dominion, that Diana’s 
er. The extent of Memorial Fund win keepher alive in this world 
1 Kush mountains -contrastswith the Muslim view that Dodi has 
the fountains of. moved on into the after-life, and his famil y’s 
asure. concern is to increase his status in that worid. 

Pakistan, she was Of course the possibilities opened up by a 
the gift of smiles Dodi-Diana union ended with the tragic acci- 
lblications in the deni. The dignified and a ppropriate m anner 
iirkish to Urdu, in which the A1 Eayeds dealt with Dodi’s 
the epitome of funeral has greatly enhanced the family's 
the secret to phe- stature within the community. It has also 
princesses in the . brought hope that the experience would make 
[fashion: the fabulously rich owner of Harrods 

5, her closer to the local, deprived British 

iu- Muslim community: Dodi’s 

t i '• father is to be mentioned as 

A .^|k one of the funders of the 
\ report on Islamophobia 
. \ produced by the Run- 

- \ nymede Trust, which is to 

' -S T . r.'X be launched later this 

iSfinSn .month. 

With her death, 

most unlikely quar- IWfa* jmm \ Diana has entered 

ters — from Afghan 2 flr J Muslim folklore. 

Taliban guerrillas, l A Before even being 

hardly known for ft ^BBjg^^Jft : jB buried she is now at 

their woman-friend- the centre of a major 

liness or love of toy- I conspiratorial yarn 

alty, to hard-core I spun byno lesser per- 

Palestinian activists \ . . / son than Colonel 

and Bosnian Muslim \ . / Mu'ammar Gaddafi, 

soldiers touched deeply t|L V : / According to the Libyan 

by her anti-landmine Vi a , •/ leader, Diana’s death is 

stance. Besides beauty \ - •. ; ' / no accident but the out- 

and charm, Diana's \ ■ / come of a conspiracy 

biggest asset was that she \ ■; ' / planned by both the British 

seemed to stand above poli- V .■ - f . . y and French intelligence ser- 

tics or ideology. \, ' \\ vices. ^ k- a the^ty *hat has 1 

Yet the ambiguities, the paradox already found many believers, 

she embodied, loom large m the prari- ■•p^ s r iSsa ''^ including, sections of the ferocious 
ent Muslim consciousness. Egyptian press. 

Muslims warmed to her Funda mental message of Yfet Saturday, the day 
humanitarian acts, her gen- sympathy: condolences from sin. designated for Diana's 
uine desire to' generate Afghan lhGban leader funeral and a national day 
compassion for those in _ of mourning, is to see the 

need, but were warded off by a lifestyle that first multi-faith manorial service held by the 



seemed incompatible with her stature. Many 
find it difficult to come to terms with a saint 
in backless Versace: Still, in a strange way the 
image of the princess was always somehow . 
beyond religion andHvas, some could argue; ’ 
Muslim-friendly, because her acts of charity 
encompassed individuals and causes from aft 


British state, so perhaps her passing will lead 
to a concretisationof the bridge-buflcfeig 
process she liked to be a part of. 

In a famous Prophetic narration, it is said' 
tfaa ^^d cfa^^s ^nyifoihewo^ a O son 

#£H say: *Q Ldrd, and how sbouM I visit You 


parts of the worldwide MusHm community. ’ ' wfanrYbu arethfll^ord of the-worids?" 


-- Ai the same time, however, British Muslims - HewflF; 
empathised with a different Diana. Many, vaht,Som 
themselves victims of another kind of alien? - him not I 
ation, felt they had a profound affinity with a feed hra 
woman marginalised by the Establishment- him?” 
Diana wan ted to be a royal in her own way, just Tbethp 

as most Muslims -in this country want to be iim.comm 
British in their own way. . . living. Fri< 

It is also with some bemusement that week will 
British Muslims watch the Janus-faced British solace an< 
media rush to canonise her before she isfioafly Hany,auc 
laid to rest on Saturday. For- it was only days sdentions 
ago that every effort was made (0 run the another tr 
Princessdown, when her every mistake or mis- work unde 
demeanour (including having chosen a Mus- At the mo 
lim partner) was the cue for another bout of . a “unique 
derision, when she was as near to being a saint and the Lc 
as Baroness Thatcher. _ puts it, “F 

Death may be the Great Lewder, bulif any- . return" . 
thing , the passing away of Diana and Dodi has 
highlighted the different ways death can be Fuad Naht 
handled:- it can be an event of national catbar- magazine. 


He wfifsay: ^Did yon not knowthat My ser- 
vant, St^tFsoJtaxffellen ill? And you visited 
him not Did:y6u^not know -that had you vis^ 
ited him you would have found-'-Me with 
him?" "'',t - ’ .■ 

The thpughtsand prayers pffiie entire Mus- 
lim. community are at fed moment: with the 


week will include invocations for patience, 
solace and guidance ’for "Princes WOfiam and 
Harry, and for Prince Charies. For many a con- 
scientious imam, an extra prayer will be for 
another to spring up and continue tfre eood 
work undertaken tty Diana, Princess of ^ wales. 
At the moment this seems difficult, for she is - 
a “unique person". However, the Lord giveth 
and the Lord taketh away. Or as the Holy Book 
puts it, “From Him we come, and to Him wq 1 
retunT. 


Fuad Nahdi is the editor of Q-News, a Muslim 
magazine 


Y es, I had a pleasant holiday, 
before the news broke, much 
of it spent staring at the North 
Sea as it crashed and boomed 
around the freezing but exhilarated 
children, and traipsing along the 
shingle dunes as they slithered 
beneath my feeL Having only the 
other day stood on Bondi Beach - 
so obligingly wide, so sun-kiss’d. so 
deliciously exist ardly yellow, so free 
of pebbles and rocks and things that 
make your feet bleed - 1 wondered 
about the odd masochism of the 
British en fete, the way they take 
their pleasures so grimly. The 
vachters, the polo players, the winter 
footballers, the long-distance 
cyclists, the pot-holere and bog- 
snorkeUers ... Brits, especially posh 
ones, are never happier than when 
they’re doing something with grey 
skies overhead, grey water below, 

and lots of nasty breezes and bad 

light somewhere in the middle, as if 
enjoying their own resilience. 

Of all the dubious pursuits the 
nation enjoys, the car boot sale 
remains the most mystifying, I have 
traipsed around maybe a dozen 
fields, from Hampshire to > 
Harpurfaey, listlessly inspecting the 
remaindered LFs offorgotten pop 
groups (Blodwyn Pig, Splodgeness- 
abounds), the no-longer-exactly- • 
5,000-piece jigsaws of Renoir prints, 
the Goblin Teasmades and other 
redundant labour-saving devices, the 
50p-the-lot writings of Augustine 
Biirell and AG Street, the bendy 
lam ps and chipped decanters and 
dull etchings of Ybxfoid High Street 
in 1870 ... 

NeveT again, I decided some 
months asp- Then last week, _ 

becalmed in a traffic jam of Iraqi 
proportions on the A12, 1 _ 
discovered a sign announcing 
^Stately Boot Sale" and, in holiday- 
mood, decided to follow the traffic 
through the gates. It was just what it 
promised— a junk shop m a field, 
where ihe upper classes, rather than 
hoi poBoi t were flogging thenr 


Of all the dubious 
pursuits the nation 
enjoys, ike car boot 
sate r&mams ike 
most mystifying 

johir i 
walsh 1 


tmioved domestic detritus. 

It was in the grounds of - 

Glemham Hall and the 1 

stallholders were -by invitation - . . ■ 
only - the owners of local stately I 
homes andcounuy estates. 1 

It was quite a spectacle. R^t _ I 
style hamioodcs swayed in lie 4 

breeze. Aristocratic types in tweeds 
sipped sherry at noon, offered each 
other smokes (“Care for a Havana? 
Only small ones, Tm afraid") and 
looked a little-mortified at being - 
briefly associated with Trade. 

For an hour we drifted round the ' 
exhibits, wondering if an antique ' 
brass coal scuttle (with original 
shovel) could possibly T>e worth r 
£300, no matter what its 
provenance.' A sflk-liqed travelling 
vanity case with elasticated inner 
pockets, once a necessity while 
voyaging cm the Queen Mary, was 
apparently a snip at £50. Gradually 
one's expectations of finding a - 
compete set of Sfevres dinner plates 
for a fiver dwindledl So did the level 
of trade. Elderly rusting claymores 
lay unclaimed on thh groaning 
trestles: Sweat-stamedAscot 
binoculars were held to middle-crass .. 


The last chapter of 


T he mood of. the 
times is volatile, 
unprecedented and 
unpredictable; What 
on earth does all litis 
mean, commentators and 
politicians are asking one 
another? Where does it go 
from here? 

Out there on the streets, 
queuing through die night for 
eight hours, these are not the 
usual royal freaks who camp 
out for any wedding, jubilee or 
coronation. These are not 
readers of Majesty who can 
quote every royal birthday. 
Many of them are surprised by 
their feelings. Tm not much of 
a rcyaKst but “ I was never 
interested in the royals, but 
Even in newsrooms, hardened 
old cynics are swept off then- 
feet. Is this just a strange exam- 
nlf» nf plnhal hvctwia? 


by Polly Toynbee 


The Royal Bunily are plainly 
at a loss to read the meaning of 
■ all this. They are behaving as if 
a revolution is taking place 
outside the gates of Bucking- 
ham Palace. And they may be 
right- Hiding away in their Bal- 
moral fastness, it is as if they 
dare not face the people, can- 
not fathom the mood and they 
fear that it could turn nasty. Rrr 
there is a growing groimdsweD 
of indignation out there. 

• Where is the Queen? Why has 
she sent not one word of a mes- 
sage of regret, sorrow or con- 
dolence with anyone, not least 
her subjects? Why does no flag 
fly at half-mast over the 
Palace? Yes, the cognoscenti 
know that’s because she is not 
in residence. But why is she not 
in residence? Dead bodies may 
not require company, but 
people are saying that Diana 
has been abandoned, left alone 
in her coffin with the mourners 
in the Mall. 

She who stripped Diana of 
.her HRH seems not to trust 
herself to the mercy of the 
m&sses, spiffing oat their hearts 
and flowers at her gates. Her 
life of frozen duly, stony faced 
and gran, may be admirable 
and-foll iff noble self-sacrifice,' ‘ 
but those 'qualities ire out of 
fashion. Now people blame 
berfbr being a mother who put 
her - duty -above motherhood, . 
keeping up appearances 
against all emotion, and they 
blame her for the miserable, 
contorted; agonised heir she 
raised.' _ 

How are she and Prince 
Charies to compose their faces 
through .this ordeal? Weeping 
looks like hypocrisy; but dry. 
eyes look as if they feel less 
than their subjects. Already 
the unforgivmg public blame 
the monarchy for Diana’s 
pathetic love-lorn life. They 
took a young 19-year-old into 
their dysfunctional family, used 
her as brood mare and ejected 
her when she couldn't bear it. 

Joining the monarchy is seen 
now by the people as some- 
thing akin to marrying into the 
Adams family. Hardly surpris- 
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The Windsors are behaving as if a revolution 
is taking place outside the gates of 
Buclrin^iam Palace. And Ihey may be right 


mg they all divorce. Feminists 
at the time of the wedding 
wore badges proclaiming 
“Don't Do It Dil". Now the 
people on the streets feel they 
were cynically manipulated 
with the pageantry of an empty 
"fairy-tale” marriage. 

That may be brutally unfair. 
Diana was not a simple young 
thing. She was already deeply 
neurotic herself The one thing 
she shared wife Prince Charles, 
disastrously, was a calamitous 
childhood. But she is dead and 
pitied while Charles has to 
stand out there and shoulder 
the blame. The Diana myth is 
that the monarchy killed her. 
And now they fear the monar- 
chy will destroy her sons too. 
The monarchy is tu rning into 
feepeople’s enemy. 

That may all be complete 
noosense, but that is what a lot 
of fee people in the crowds are 
saying, loudly. It’s what fee 


phone-ins are saying. Royal 
reality is whatever the people 
think it is. The myth is all. They 
have created the dead Diana in 
their image and they are busily 
remaking their view of the 
Royal Family in her shadow. 

Royalty only exists as an 
emblem. It has no substance, 
no role, no objective reality. As 
Diana so naffly put it, they have 
to be kings and queens of the 
people's hearts, or they are 
nothing. There were deeply 
unpopular monarch* in the 
past - but those days are gone. 
The monarchy, surrounded tty 
European republics, is here 
only on the people's sufferance 
now. 

People are not much inter- 
ested m dry issues of constitu- 
tional reform. There is no sig- 
nificant republican political 
project, But what if they take 
against fee Royal Family as 
individuals? What if they dis- 


like the heartless institution 
that destroys those who many 
into it or are brought up in it? 
Out there in the streets, they 
may be turning against the 
monarchy itself. 

Commentators have been 
asking what the monarchy can 
do to make itself loved again? 
How can the Queen make her- 
self more like Diana, less like 
her frigid Christmas messages? 
No numbeT of Saatchis or 
Mancie Iso ns can spin a new 
story for them. Can they send 
Charles out hugging lepers, 
kissing babies at Great 
Ormond Street, laughing with 
children and old folk, weeping 


leltenham 

L Festival of 


with the sick? It’s too late xo 
retrain his shy and awkward 
body language- No, the royal 
advisers will pin their hopes on 
poor young william. After aD 
he looks lute his mother. But 
the chance of him growing up 
in Buckingham Palace bal- 
anced, happy and sane seem 
remote, if noi impossible. The 
mad media frenzy wifi never 
abate. 

So what should happen 
now? Charles is a sensitive, 
thoughtful, if tortured souL If 
he has been tormenting himself 
in recent days with guilt and 
regret, then he should look to 
his sons and wonder how (hey 
at least can be saved from his 
fate. 

There is only one brave and 
noble thing left for him to do. 
He must call an end to this 
pointless, painful, ignominious 
charade. In a few months' time 
he should renounce the Crown. 
He should recommend that 
the monarchy ends with his 
mother’s life. The country 
should prepare itself to become 
a modern republic at a mea- 
sured dignified pace, when- 
ever that may be. After all, fee 
Queen may live as long as her 
mother. Diaries could be 75 
when she dies and William 40. 
What are they to do with their 
lives, beyond suffer in public all 
these royal humiliations? 

And for fee rest of us, are we 
id live wife the fairy tale turned 
nightmare forever? We are 
infan tilised by our obsession 
with this meaningless family 
and their myths. Moving 
though it is to see the whole 
world in tears, there is also 
something gravely distressing 
about such extravagant out- 
pouring of passion and emo- 
tion on so empty a vessel as fee 
Royal Family. Not even Dun- 
blane caused such a national 
paroxysm. The pathos of 
Diana's story is dreadfully sad 
and the sight of her bereft chil- 
dren will be terrible to behold 
at the funeral. But the kindest 
thing for them would be to set 
them free from our unreason- 
able, insatiable emotional 
demands on them. Charles 
must know that better than 
anyone. 

But it is we too who need 
setting free. It is time to grow 
up, into the 21st century, time 
to put aside childish things- We 
cannot live forever expending 
so much attention and emotion 
on myths and phantasms of no 
significance. It demeans us. It 
demeans them. The anger of 
the people on the streets 
against fee monarchy may be 
unfair, but perhaps at last it 
will break fee spell and set us 
all free. 


weak. By the time w£i eft, one thing ; 


was dean upper-class junk is just 
the same as anybody else’s junk. 
More interesting perhaps, more 
expensive certainty, but just as un- 
buyable - even at knock-down prices 
in a field in Suffolk. 

D iana’s death is everywhere. 
People who would normally 
leave each other with a 
“cheers" and a wave of fingers now 
say, “You take care driving home, 
OK?” T«i passengers, looking at the 
horizon advancing towards them, 
consider their mortality and sniff fee 
air for alcohol fumes. Round every 
coiner there are echoes, allusions, 
whispers and bathetic chimes of this 
extraordinary loss. Audiences at 
Rowan Atkins on's movie Bean, 
hoping to find something to cheer 
them up, hear instead Burt Reynolds 
say, “I know nothing about modem 
art -I can’t tefl Picasso from a car 
crash," and fHnr.h_ 

More professional worries are 
being felt by several publications 
who, felling to foresee the events of 
August 31, had written disobliging or 
sautty pieces about the Princess and 
Dodi AJ Fayed. Half a dozen of them 
appeared, by grisly coincidence, on 
fee morning her death was reported. 

' Diana’s face adorned the Sunday 
Timers “News Review" - not as’ a 
tribute but to illustrate a piece on fee 
emptiness of her life by psychiatrist 
Oliver James. “Pm told she and Dodi 
are made for each other,” wrote fee 
charming Sir Bernard Ingham in the 
Etprass on Sunday, 1 T>oth having 
more brass than brains.” 

And now a whole scramble of 
da m ag e limitation has started- In 
attempts to spare the country’ s 
feelings, BBC producers have been 
combing through recordings of plays 
and stories, excising any mention of 
the word "princess”. And umpteen 
monthly magazines, running their 
^ usual diet of Diana'stones, have 
been rushing to make changes 
91^ in^ their forthcoming issues. A 
friend at Watmough’s, the huge 


Europe-wide printer of glossy 
magazines from Hello! to the colour 
supplements, reports a recent 
cacophony of phone calls from 
embarrassed editorial departments - 
most egregicrusly from GQ magazine, 
now edited by the wholesome James 
Brown 1 formerly of loaded). GO’S 
new issue features a laddish fantasy 
about “shagging Di senseless" on the 
Virgin Island of Necker. How 
uproarious it must have seemed last 
week. 
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Winston Churchfll, it is interesting 
10 note how royals of earlier times 
greeted the prospect. Leafing 
through Dickens's Collected 
Journalism, J came across an 
extraordinary list of funerary 
requirements, made by the Dowager 
Queen Adelaide, widow of W illiam 
IV, who died in 1S49. “I die in all 
humility," she wrote, “knowing well 
that we are all alike before the 
Throne of God, and I request, 
therefore, that my mortal remains 
be conveyed to the grave without 
any pomp or state. 

“1 particularly desire not to be 
laid out in state, and the funeral to 
take place by daylight; no 
procession; the coffin to be earned 
by sailors to fee chapel. 

“I die in peace, and wish to be 
carried to die tomb m peace, and 
free from the vanities and pomp of 
this world. I request not to be 
dissected, nor embalmed; and desire 
to give as little trouble as posable." 

Dickens, who abhorred big 
Victorian funerals, greeted this 
frugality with enthusiasm. Heaven 
knows what Diana would have made 
of H, nor what instructions she 
would herself have left, had she 
envisaged leaving- any. She would 
assuredly never in her wildest 
dreams have come up with anything 
resembling the Homeric scenes that 
will mark her passing on Saturday. 
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Shareholders rebel over pay scheme □ Pentland Investors uneasy at son’s promotion 

GEC faces revolt over executive options 


Michael Harrison 


GEC is facing a shareholder 
revolt at tomorrow’s annual 
meeting over a controversial 
share option scheme under 
which a group of 250 top exec- 
utives could receive eight times 
their salary os well as extra 
bonus shares. 

At least two large institutional 
investors - Standard Life and 
National Provident Institution 
- have warned they will vote 
against the scheme and there 
were signs last night of the re- 
bellion spreading. 

A fun her four institutions - 
Norwich Union. Guardian 


Royal Exchange. Equitable Life 
and Clerical Medical - are 
thought to be unhappy about 
the terms of the scheme. 

The concern centres around 
the lack of sufficiently de- 


manding performance targets 
attached to the options. Under 
one of the schemes the execu- 
tives will be able to exercise so- 
called super-options if GEC 
does no more than achieve 
median performance in terms of 
total shareholder return com- 
pared with the rest of the FTSE 
100 Index. 

This is the second year in a 
row that GEC has run into 
trouble over the issue of exec- 


utive pay. When George 
Simpson, now Lord Simpson, 
took over as managing director 
last September, GECwas forced 
to tighten the performance tar- 
gets triggering parts of bis £ 10m 
pay package after protests from 
institutional shareholders. 

Under guidelines issued by 
the Association of British In- 
surers. super-options are nor- 
mally only exercisable if 
exceptional performance is 
achieved - which means being 
in the top quartile. In the case 
of GEC 35 per cent of the op- 
tions, which are worth four 
times salary, will be exercisable 
provided total shareholder re- 


turn (increase in share price plus 
dividends) hits the median. 

Guy Jubb of Standard Life 
said: “In my book that does not 
amount to exceptional perfor- 
mance. 1 hope the number of 
votes against the scheme and 
the level of abstentions will 
send a significant message to the 
GEC board.” 

There is also institutional 
unrest over another element of 


the remuneration package 
which allows GEC to give the 
executives bonus-matching 
shares equivalent to 25 per 
oent of the annual performance 
bonus provided half that sum is 
taken m the form of ordinary 


shares. The award of the bonus 
shares does not depend on any 
performance targets being met 
Yvette Hoodof NPI said it 
had voted against both the 
super-options scheme and the 
matching bonus scheme be- 
cause neither met ABI guide- 
lines. “The performance criteria 
that trigger the options awards 
are not high enough and we are 
unhappy about that” 

Another scheme entitles the 
executives to exercise share op- 
tions again worth four times 
salary provided earnings per 
share growth exceeds the RPI 
by 6 per cent over a three-vear 
period. This scheme is not be- 


ing objected to but because of 
the way GEC is seeking share- 
holder approval for all the 
schemes-under one composite 
motion, many institutions will be 
obliged to vote against it. 

Richard Regan, head of in- 
vestment affairs at the ABI, 
said: “We want to see credibili- 
ty restored in these long-term in- 
centive schemes and the only way 

to do that is to ensure they have 

appropriate and demanding tar- 
gets. GEC’s scheme would 
appear not be to consistent with 
the spirit of our guidelines. y 

The indications last night 
were that the vote would be dose 
although the GEC camp ap- 


peared to be confident that it had 
secured the support of enough 
lanre shareholders to carry the 


large shareholders to carry the 
dav. However, opposition from 
a significant minority of large 
shareholders is certain to cause 
embarrassment for the group 
and may lead it to amend the 
performance targets attached 
to the schemes in future. 

Lord Simpson and the board 
may also come under fire ov er 
the level of pay awards last year. 
The group’s annual report and 
accounts show that Lord Simp- 
son received £1.141 million for 
seven months work lust year, in- 
dueling a discretionarv bonus of 
£160,000. 


Row over 
roles halts 
Burford 
MEPC 

merger 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Concern as sportswear 
boss gives son top job 


Sameena Ahmad 


Stephen Rubin, chairman and 
chief executive of PCntiand, the 


Simon Woffison 


Robert Hanson 


Speedo and Bergtaaus sports- 
wear group, laid himself open 


wear group, laid himself open 
to charges of nepotism yester- 
day when he appointed his 32- 
year-old son as chief executive. 

Mr Rubin will split his rales 
next year but has risked the ire 
of institutional investors and 
corporate governance experts 
with the promotion of his son. 
Andrew. 

The move follows similar 
controversial appointments at 
Next, where chairman Lord 
Wolfson appointed his 29-year- 
old son Simon as a director of 
the FTSE 100 company earlier 
this year. Lord Hanson also 
made his young son Robert a 
director of the conglomerate be- 
fore it was demerged. 

Andrew Rubin, a Harvard 
business school graduate, has 
been with Pentland us market- 
ing director since 1995. Stephen 
Rubin, 59, and who owns 56 per 
cent of Pentland's shares, him- 
self worked for his father at 
Pentland. joining the company 
when he was 21. 

In another move which raised 
concerns about the indepen- 
dence of Pentland's non-execu- 
tive directors, the company has 
appointed John Quelch to its 
non-executive board. Mr Quelch 
was a professor at Harvard and 
a former non-executive director 
of Reebok. the footwear business 
which Pentland bought in 1981 
for £50,000 and sold for £400tn 
10 years later. 

Mr Quelch joins Robert 
Shepherd, now a non -executive 
director but previously an ex- 
ecutive on Pentland's board 
between 1972 and 1992. 

“They are running this com- 
pany like it is a private business 


He was appointed to the board of Next 
by his father, Lord Woffeon of Sunning- 
, dale, in Februaiy this year at the age of 
29. 

It was a controversial appointment that 
made him the youngest director of a FTSE 
100 company. He joined Next in 1991 
when he was 23. 

His first job was as sales manager of Next 
Retail, which then had 312 stores. When 
Next combined the retail division with the 
mail order division, Next Directory, in 1993, 
he became sales and marketing director 
of the Next brand. 

Next's institutional investors and City 
analysts expressed concern at the new 
appointment, saying it ‘left a bad odour' 
and could backfire. 


Lord Hanson was unafraid of accusations 
of nepotism, appointing his Eton and Ox- 
ford-educated, polo-playing son Robert 
to the industrial conglomerate's board in 
1992 at the age of 33- The appointment, 
after years of speculation about the 
group’s succession, sent Hanson's shares 
into reverse. 

Lord Hanson also gave a board posi- 
tion to his niece’s husband, Christopher 
Collins. Robert, whose previous career 
included a spefi at the merchant bank NM 
Rothschild, was put in charge of Hanson's 
search for expansion. opportunities in the 
Far East In 1995, he became corporate 
development director, replacing Mr Collins 
who moved up to become vice-chairman. 
He remains in the same post at the 
Hanson rump following the recent 
demerger. 



Merger talks between Burfonl 
and MEPC were halted yester- 
day after the two property com- 
panies failed to agree on roles 
for their senior directors. The 
failure of the negotiations is an 
embarrassment for MEPC. 
which has come under pressure 
from its large shareholders to 
improve its performance or 
link with a stronger partner. 

Any deal between the two 
companies would have created 
a property investment and de- 
velopment business with assets 
worth around £4hn. It would 
have been the most significant 
tie-up in a sector which analysts 
believe needs consolidation. 

It is understood Burford. one 
of the sector's fastest growing 
companies, approached MEPC 
early in the summer, but the 
larger company only showed an 
interest after Burford's shares 
fell hack from a high this year 
of I59p ton recent low of 1 1 Ip. 

Talks are thought to have 
foundered because Burford was 
only interested in an effective 
reverse takeover that would 
have seen its chairman Nigel 
Wray and chief executive Nick 
Leslau Lake tup jobs in the en- 
larged group. This was unac- 
ceptable to MEPC. which is 
headed by James Tuckey. its 
chief executive, and Lord Blak- 
enbam, chairman. After it was 
announced the talks hud come 
to nothing. Burford's shares 
fell 4p to 117p. MEPC closed 
Up lower at 46 7.5 p. 

MEPC has come under pres- 
sure to rationalise its under- 
performing portfolio and 
withdraw from overseas oper- 


atioas since over-extending it- 
self during the late 19Sl)s 
property boom. Its net asset val- 
ue has "fallen from 473p at the 


and ignoring the shareholders." 
complained one institution, 
pointing out that Pentland 
shares have underperformed 


the market by more than 40 per 
cent since it floated in 1989. 


cent since it floated in 1989. 

Manifest, the corporate gov- 
ernance body, was concerned 
about the news. Adam Kay of 
Manifest said: “Though this is 
technically a split between the 
chairman and chief executive 
roles, shareholders win note the 
obvious familial link. If I were 
a shareholder I would want to 
see a nomination committee. 
The independence of Mr Shep- 
herd has to be in question.” 

Another leading shareholder 
said that with a 56 per cent 
shareholding, the Rubin family 
could ignore the wishes of the 
minority shareholders: “If you 
buy shares in this company you 
have to recognise rhat it won’t 


be run by the same rales. That's 
life. If this were a normal com- 
pany with family controlling a 
minority stake, it wouldn’t be a 
source of comfort. On the 
whole you want someone pro- 
moted on menu not because he 
is the chairman’s son.” 

Though a spokesman for 
Mercury Asset Management 
confirmed that Pentland had 
sought and received approval for 
the appointment, another lead- 
ing institution denied that it had 
granted tacit approvaL- “That is 
misleading. We have had dis- 
cussions and we have been told 
about it. ” 

Stephen Rubin defended the 
appointment: “We are a family 
business, but it is important to 
say that we did get foil approval 
from our shareholders and our 
non-executive directors.” 

Comment, page 21 


Pentland 


share price, pence 


end of 1994 to 450p at the end 
of last year and iLs dividend has 


or last year and iLs dividend lu 
been flat since the recession. 
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Recently MEPC rebuffed a 
takeover approach by Ham- 
merson. It has also been linked 
with other potential predators, 
including British Land- 
Stung by Hammerson’s hos- 
tile approach. MEPC has at- 
tempted to move un to the from 
foot itself, appointing a new cor- 
porate development director, 
Robert Ware, to seek out deals. 
With £l00m of cash, it is 
thought to be looking for ac- 
quisitions of up to £5tH)m. 

Burford, with a market cap- 
italisation of just over £50rim, 
has been an impressive invest- 
ment over the past four years, 
although problems with Trn- 
cadcro have put its shares into 
reverse in recent months. 

Comment, page 21 


Shareholders press Ladbroke 
to bid for Capital Corporation 


Former Clyde directors return 
with rescue deal for Pittencrieff 


Sameena Ahmad 


Institutional investors in Capital 
Corporation, the controversial 
London casino company, have 
approached Ladbroke. the 
gaming group, in the last three 
weeks to pressurise the com- 
pany to bid for Capital. It is un- 
derstood Ladbroke suggested to 
the institutions an indicative bid 
price of £ 150m to £160m. Cap- 
ital yesterday reported fiat half- 
year operating profits to July at 
£7m after £4m of costs associ- 
ated with the blocked bid from 
London Clubs. Its shares rose 
55p to 163.5p yesterday, valu- 
ing the company at £166m. 

Capital which owns the Mav- 
£ah Qrockfords and Colony club 
casinos, was keen to plav down 
recent controversy which has 
culminated in the company is- 
suing a writ against three former 


executives. Capital is under a 
Slock Exchange investigation 
following news that Gariy Nes- 
bitt. former chairman and now 
a non -executive director, re- 
moved a profit warning from the 
group's draft interim results 
announcement last September, 
despite arguments that doing so 
could create a false market. 

Alan Hearn, Capital's re- 
cently appointed chief executive, 
said: “We are in good shape. 
These results demonstrate that 
we have drawn a line under this 
issue. We have the new man- 
agement in place and we have 
been fully audited on three 
occasions." 

Ernest Sharp, chairman, hit 
out at the accusations from 
former executives including 
Kenneth Thompson, who re- 
signed as chief executive last 
year, of irregularities wi thin 


the company. The allegations 
surround gaming scam, irregu- 
larities in food and drink pro- 
curement and failure of Mr 
Hearn and Mr Nesbitt to notify 
the board of a bid offer from 
Ogdens, the US gaming group, 
made last September. 

“These are all lies, all ab- 
solute rubbish. Why should we 
be in the dock answering these 
questions?" Mr Sharp said. Mr 
Sharp said Ogdens bad ap- 
proached Mr Thompson indi- 
vidually about a possible bid, but 
Mr Thompson railed to pass on 
that information for “about six 
months”. Mr Sharp said the 
group bad no intention of ask- 
ing Mr Nesbitt to leave or of 
taking the company private. 

Capital also announced the 
acquisition of the downmarket 
Cromwell Mint casino in 
Knightsbridge for £22m cash. 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


The former lop management of 
Clyde Petroleum, which lost 
control after the closely fought 
£495 m takeover bid by Gulf 
Canada earlier this year, re- 
turned to the oil business yes- 
terday with a deal to rescue 
Pfttcncrieff Resources, the trou- 
bled exploration and production 
company. 

The four ex-Clyde executives, 
including Malcolm Gourlay and 
Roy Franklin, former chair- 
man and group managing di- 
rector, said they planned to use 
Pittencrieff to create a "new 
Clyde," aiming to triple the 
company's value to up to £150m 
in two years. 

“We’ve had a nice summer 
improving our golf handicaps 
ana now it's time to get back to 


business,” Mr Franklin said. If 
the new management fulfils its 
target, it will receive up to 1 mil- 
lion shares through a three-year 
incentive scheme. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that Terry Hencaghan, Pitten- 
criefTs former chief executive 
who resisted in June, walked 
away with a £450.000 pay-off, 
despite the company’s financial 
problems. His threc-ycar rolling 
contract, with a £150.000 basic 
annual salary, was in stark con- 
trast to the Greenbury propos- 
als on executive pay. which 
recommended contracts of no 
more than two years. 

Another two Pittencrieff di- 
rectors resigned yesterday, 
Michael Munro. chairman, and 
Gerald Hobson, a non-executive 
director. John Brown, the ft-, 
nance director, is to stay on. 

PinencriefTs leading City in- 


vestors, Scottish Value Man- 
agement and Mercury Asset 
Management, which speak for 
some 30 per cent of the shares, 
had backed the changes after the 
company Jailed to find a buyer. 

With Clyde’s former broker, 
Hoare Govett, tbe new man- 
agement yesterday raised £1.7m 
of new cash through the plac- 
ing of 2.9 million new shares at 
60 Jp. The share price ended 6p 
higher, at 62Jp. Pittencricffs 
biggest shareholder, the US 
arbitrage fund Liverpool Ltd 
Partnership and Westgale In- 
ternational, sold its 23.6 per cent 
stake at 60 p. 

“The funds are enough to 
cover two years of looking for 
acquisition opportunities. The 
institutions understand that for 
the right deal we'll be coming 
back to them for more equity,” 
said Mr Franklin. 


Higher interest 
rates cool the 
economy down 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 



New signs that the overheating 
economy might be coming off 
the boil encouraged hopes, 
ahead of next week's meeting of 
the Monetary Policy Commit- 
tee, that the Bank of England 
will not need to raise interest 
rales much further. Most econ- 
omists expect the Bonk to pause 
before it increases the cost of 
loans again. 

The latest survey of service 
sector businesses helped shares 
in London make further gains 
yesterday, following Tuesday’s 
record 257-point increase on 
Will Street. 

Some Asian markets also 
made sharp recoveries yester- 
day. with share prices up strong- 
ly in Tokyo. Hong Kong and 
Jakarta. Other bourses in the 
crisis-hit region remained in the 
doldru ms, h owever. 

The FTSE 10U index ended 
nearly 25 points higher at 
4,976.9. unable to slay above the 
5,000 harrier it hud breached 
earlier in the day. (merest rate 
prospects also took the pound 
sharply lower. It lost four pfen- 
nigs to end at DM2.88, and ster- 
ling's index against a range of 
currencies fell by 0.8 to lUU.b. 

The Dow Jones index was 


slightly lower by. mid-morning 
at 7,875.6. with traders nervous 


at 7,875.6. with traders nervous 
about what key figures on jobs 
and earnings due on Friday 
will imply for US interest rates. 
Many predicted a volatile run 
up to rbeir publication. 


“There is quite a bit of flux 
in the outlook for interest rates. 
This sort of volatility is not un- 
common when the markets 
haw had u good ran.” said 
James Barty. an economist at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell. 

A growing number of analysts 
fear Will Street in particular is 
overdue for a sharp correction 
after enormous gains this year. 

Yesterday's survey suggested 
that the four reeeni UK inter- 
est rate increases have started 
to ami the most overheated sec- 
tor of the British economy. 

Most City analysts leave open 
the possibility that the Bank of 
England will take more action lat- 
er in the year, however. "This 
week's figures suggest the in- 
creases we've liod already ore 
starting to have the required im- 
pact. That’s encouraging, but it 
doesn't mean ihe Bank can leave 
the job on rates half finished." 
said David Hillierut BZW. 

The monthly survey of pur- 
chasing managers in’ Services 
Showed that growth in August 
remained sir* mg. but lessstnmg 
than the previous month. The 
index of business activity de- 
clined from un uncomfortable 
f*2.1 in July to 58.6. Businesses 
bhimed higher interest rates :uk! 
the strong pound. 

In the Kir East yesterday 
share prices in some markets 
staged sharp recoveries, rhe 
Hung Seng index in Hong Kong 
gained 979 points to renen 
14.715.99, while Tokyo's Nikkei 
index climbed hy 503 points to 
18.735.17. 
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Clash of egos locks likely in property bid failure 



COMMENT 


Getting two sides to 
agree orr who should 
take the top jobs is 
often the biggest 
challenge in merger 
negotiations, but never 
more so than in the 
property world, where 
businesses are more 
or less openly run 
more for the benefit of 
their managers than 
their owners 


l 


O n the face of it, it was an obvious move 
for MEPC to make - a takeover bid for 
its smaller rival, Burford. Given the fright 
of rts life after a recent hostile approach firm 
Hammers on, the perennially underper- 
forming MEPC has attempted to move on 

to the front foot by pro mising He jn rrgaqngl y 
restive shareholders great Things from a 
£5 00m war chest. 

After a poor run this year, that is almost 
exactly Burfonf s market value, making now 
as good a time as any for MEPC to strike. 
With the Freeman brothers w illing to refo 
in their chips in the sector's other shooting 
star. Argent, it was plainlyworth a call to Bur- 
ford's founders, NIgd Way and Nick Lesfen, 
to test the water. 

It was always more likely than not, how- 
ever, that the talks would founder. Even the 
business case for putting th e-two companies 
together-was questionable. MEPC would be 
able to squeeze few efficiency gains out of 
the austerely run Burford. whose entrepre- 
neurial management skills would probably 
be wasted on the larger company’s diqjarate 
collection of properties. 

The business logic was one obstacle, but 
it was probably a lesser one than the deaf- 
ening dash of egos that lends to characterise 
any meeting of property folk. Getting two 
sides to agree on who should take the top 
jobs is often the biggest challenge in merger 
negotiations, but never more so than in the 
property world where businesses are more 
or less openly rung more for the benefit of 
their managers than their owners. 


There are more than 140 companies 
quoted in the property sector, of which 37 
are valuedat less than £10m. These are busi- 
nesses whose assets amount to little more 
than the value of a decent-sized terrace in 
one of London's better suburbs and which 
are no more complex than that to run. 

Thai tbese uncomplicated little busi- 
nesses. have highly paid boards, enjoying 
smart head offices and smarter Mayfair 
lunches, makes no economic sense. In any 
other industry, such an inefficient slate of 
affairs. would have been resolved long ago 
by a rash of takeovers. Turkeys, though, do 
hot vote for Christmas and until investors 
kick up more of a stink, there is little 
prospect of the sector’s very long tail short- 
ening to a more reasonable length. 

Butlins move could be 
money down the drain 

\T7hai oh earth do you do with a tired old 
YY brand like Butlins? This is a business 
with a special place in British social history. 
Whether it’s for Hi Di Hi, losing your vir- 
ginity, red coats, or just never having been 
to one, there are few adults for whom the 

nairn» m Cftn S n o th ing ,. 1 Infnrf ima t^ly, ttnann f j 

brand recognition is not the only ingredient 
in business success, and today Butlins stands 
not for the time or your life, but for unem- 
ployment, social deprivation, tackiness and 
vulgarity. 

Is it really possible to reinvent for the 21st i 


century a holiday concept born so unam- 
biguously out of post-war austerity? Plainly 
even Andrew leare, chief executive of the 
company's parent. Rank. Group, only par- 
tially believes so. Under ambitious invest- 
ment plans for the five Butlins holiday 
camps that remain, two of them are to lose 
the Butlins name entirely. Nonetheless, the 
£13 9m planned investment in the other three 
is by any standards a massive gamble. 

Nobody doubts that there is anything but 
a huge market out there for the inexpensive 
British family holiday, but is a mixture of Haa- 
gen-Dazs Cafes, Burger Kings, Enid Bfytoa 
and Harry Ramsden fish and chips, all under 
"an impressive new weatherproof canopy 
structure”, really going to cater for it? Rank 
is confident the whole thing will meet its 13 


This could as easily be money down the 
drain as well invested and the’ move has 
rather highlighted growing doubts about 
what Mr Tears, now IS months into the job, 
is trying to do with Rank. Spraying money 
around on the group's hatch polch of unre- 
lated and unfocused leisure activities in the 
hope that one or some of them might come 
good is not much of a strategy. If he is to 
survive, he needs to be much dearer about 
what links this disparate rag bag of declin- 
ing brands and why anyone would want to 
spend good money on trying to revive them. 
Mr leare still has a mountain to climb per- 
suading the City that Rank has a vibrant 
future ahead of it. Ho di ho! 


Pentland, this is your 
chairman speaking 

M essage to outside shareholders in Pent- 
land Group from your chairman, 
Stephen Rubin. 

“First the good news. I am acutely aware 
that since my spectacular success with 
Reebok in the 1980s, our share price has 
gone nowhere. Tm told that weVe under- 
performed the rest of the market by 40 per 
cent over the 1990s despite my best endeav- 
ours to build a new family of sports and 
leisure brands post the Reebok disposal- I’m 
not admitting failure, you understand, but 
I have to confess that we are not yet another 
Nike. So it is with great sadness and regret 
that I have decided to do the Cadbury cor- 
rect thing and split the role of chairman and 
chief executive. I’ve never gone along with 
thk kind of nonsense myself but I can under- 
stand why you blighters think it right and 
proper in publidy quoted companies. 

“Now the bad news. Up yours! The new 
qhief executive is to be my son, Andrew. No. 


rations like the Pru first and they said it was 
perfectly all right. OK, they didn’t really say 
quite lhaL but they did concede that since my 
famil y is still the majority shareholder in 
Pentland, there’s not a lot they can do about 
it. I know this is bound to raise eyebrows in 
the City but Fve never made any pretence 
that this is anything but a family company. 


Anyway*. Andrew fa a Harvard MBA, so what 
more could you want? 

“I have absolutely no doubt that he is the 
right man for the job. It is entirely fortuitous 
that he just happens to be my son as well. 
You’D see. I'D be entirely vindicated within a 
few years. And if you don’t like iL that’s your 
lookout- You arc in a minority, after all." 

Make things too tough 
and BA will walk 

A fter a break for the summer holidays, 
xTLhostiliiies have heen resumed in the war 
of words over British Airways’ planned al- 
liance with American Airlines. Delta Air 
Lines, which incidentally got its fingers 
badly burnt attempting a similar tie-up with 
Virgin Atlantic, wants its two rivals to sur- 
render as many as SO round trips a day from 
Heathrow as the price for regulatory ap- 
proval 

Pigs might fly, as they say. But since the out- 
come of this particular dogfight does not look 
like being settled until wed into the autumn. 
Delta has every incentive to maintain maxi- 
mum pressure on ihe alliance partners and 
the competition authorities on either side of 
the .Atlantic. Where the tactic risks aiming 
unstuck is that ir the authorities are encour- 
aged to take too lough a line, BA and Amer- 
ican will simply walk away. In that case there 
will be no open skies agreement cither and 
no opening up of fortress Heathrow, the real 
goal for Delta and others. 
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Delta says BA-AA 
must lose 50 flights 


Jubilee Line feces extra £216m bill 


Ran deep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

Contractors working on London 
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Michael Harrison 

Delta Air Lines of the US, one 
of the leading opponents of the 
British Airways-American Air- 
lines alliance, said yesterday that 
the tie-up should only be 
allowed to go ahead if the two 
carriers surrendered 50 round 
trips from Heathrow a day. 

This is double the number of 
slots that competition authori- 
ties in Washington and Brussels 
have said should be relin- 
quished and four times the 
number that the Office of Fair 
TLading says BA and American 
should be required to give up. 

The tough IiDeb«an§ taken by 
Delta, the biggest airline in th e 
world base cL an passengers 
carried, is designed to put ex- 
tra pressure on regulatory auth- 
orities on .bofo sides of the- 
Atlantic as the deadline looms - 
for a final decision on the long- 
delayed alliance. 


The OFT recommended that 
BA and American relinquish 
168 take off and landing slots at 
Heathrow a week as the condi- 
tion for allowing the alliance to 
proceed. The European Com- 
petition Commissioner, Karel 
van Miert and the US Gener- 
al Office of Accounting, which 
reports to Congress, both rec- 
ommended that 350 slots be 
surrendered. 

But Delta said yesterday that 
between 700 and 800 dots should 
be given up and redistributed to 
rival carriers If real competition 
were to be preserved tottawing 
the launch of the affiance. - 
. Approval for the BA-Ainer- 
ieaja tie up will pave the way forv 


tbcAiaimc by perinfo an g any; 
US camer info Heathrow. V - 1 
Stephan Egli, Delta’s, newly 
appointed vk^presideitt “for 


the Atlantic and Pacific, said 
that releasing 168 slots would 
only allow proper competition 
to take place on one route - 
Heathrow to New York's JFK 

airport -where the combination 
of BA and American would oth- 
erwise dominate with 13 non- 
stop flight a day. 

Mr Egh said that if there were 
to be competition on the 
four, or give other routes where 
BA and American would have a 
strmgtrfioM,tenasmanyas800 
state would need to be freed up: 
“We recognise that is. a tremen- 
dous number of state but it 
. needs to be done if we are not 


rorntsis they womd nOt be able 
to etimpete-on equal forms. 

A BA spokesman said of 
Delfe’sckmaat “There arc sixne 


absoid suggestions oat there but 
this one takes the biscuit. All our 
competitors, have rallied against 
the alliance because they have 
their own agendas to pursue.” 

The BA team working on the 
alliance p lanning meets today to 
take stock of the situation and 
continue preparing the airline’s 
formal response to Mr Van 
MierL Bob Ayiing has set an ef- 
fective deadline of November 
for approval for the iJUance oth- 
erwise the two carriers will not 
be able to plan their summer 
schedule properly. The bi- 
annual slot scheduling con- 
ference, attended by all the 
. jroijd^ aidipgs, takes place in 


Jubilee Line Extension (JUE) 
are demanding extra payments 
worth up to 150 per cent of the 
original costings, according to 
sources close to the projecL 

Three big claims will add an 
extra £2 16m to the budget, if 
London Underground agrees to 
pay out A tunnelling project at 
London Bridge, run by Costain 
and Taylor Woodrow, is ex- 
pected to top £150m - double 
its original value. 

Two south London station 
projects, at Southwark and 
Bermondsey, will add £80m to 
the total project bill and 
builders Drake and Scull are 
looking to charge Tube bosses 
£10Qm for a project origin aDy 
priced at £40m- 


The cost of the JLE bas al- 
ready risen from the original 
£1.9bn estimate because of 
changes to tunnelling tech- 
niques following the collapse of 
the Heathrow rail link tunnel 
and additional work needed at 
the Westminster and Canary 
Wharf stations. Ministers have 
made it dear that no more mon- 
ey is available. 

According to Contract Jour- 
nal, a trade magazine, builders 
blame frequent design changes, 
poor co-ordination and London 
Underground's “adversial man- 
agement style" for the size of the 
claims. 

One contract to build part of 
the new Wes tmins ter station has 
already seen London Under- 
mound and contractors Balfour 
Beatty/Amec dash over the 
cost over-runs. One source said 
the problem was that money was 
no longer being paid regularly. 


“JLE management is ques- 
tioning every claim the con- 
tractors make in minute detail," 
he said. 

The poor relations have 
threatened to delay the project, 
set to start running in Septem- 
ber 1998. London Under- 
ground will face penalties if 
Canary Wharf is not open on 
time. Builders are offering dose 
to £1.000 a week in bonuses and 
overtime payments to key work- 
ers under pressure from Lon- 
don Underground managers to 
avoid further delays. 

The extension is considered 
the most important rail project 
in Europe, linking the site of the 
Millennium Dome to Lbe cen- 
tre of the capital and putting Ca- 
nary Wharf just 12 minutes 
from Waterloo. 

London Underground says 
the service will begin as 
planned. Executives point out 


that trains are being run on the 
Stratford to North Greenwich 
loop to evaluate the cab systems 
and signalling. 

Mike Smith. Ihe JLE’s pro- 
ject manager, said there was 
enough slack in the budget to 
cover all the claims. 

“The £2.6bn will account for 
all the contractors’ costs. With 
construction projects there are 
always claims that are far high- 
er than contractors expect to 
get And 1 would say that there 
is an element of that with these 
reports,” 

A spokesman for London 
Underground said: “With a pro- 
ject of this scope and complex- 
ity there are bound to be claims 
from contractors. Some have al- 
ready been resolved and others 
are being submitted. Those that 
are being submitted arc being 
examined to see whether they 
are justified or not" 


t .£D NgvembatoaUbcafodote foc- 

granted Shrill have taken BAand - 
Americah two years from the 
date of their original armounce- 
noent to get the affiance aifoome. 




Aztec Computers 

Aztec Computers was formed la 
. 1993 by Keith and Anne Holydayt 
the present partners, with a view ro 
b r i n ging a more friendly and bdpful 
approach to home computing dun 
could be found at other shops in the 
N.Kem area. The boom in home 
computing since then has seen the 


* in 


Imre Karacs .. . 

Bonn 

The German government yes- 
terday unveiled plans to sell its 
remaining 35.7 percent stake 
in :the national airline 
Lufthansa. 

At current prices, the 
140 million publicly' owned 
shares are estimated to fetch 
about DMSbtt- (£L7bn), 
making the Lufthansa offering 
the second biggest sell-off after 
last year’s flotation . of 
Deutsche Tfelekom. 

As with the Tfelekom shares, 
the government wants many 
small investors to buy into the 
world’s fourth biggest airline. 
“Special incentives will be 
provided to encourage private 
investors to take up the offer," 
ann ounced Theo waigel the 
Finance Minister. 

The size of the discount is 
yet to be decided, but private 
investors who place their 
orders early are promised pref- 
erential allotments. 

Ahead of the flotation on 
the Frankfurt Stock Exchange 


on. 13 October, foe government 
is organising- “road shows" 
.through Germany, foe rest of 
Europe and the US. 

• The initial price, based on 
foe price of Lufthansa shares 
alreadybeing traded, will be 
fixed between 29- September 
and 10 October. The offer 
price will be announced during 
’ the weekend of 11-12 October. 

Lufthansa shares were first 
listed in 1966, and foe gov- 
ernment sold 15.7 per cent of 
its holding in 1994. With in- 
creased competition in the 
air, it was felt that only a pri- 
. vale concern could survive. 
On 2 April this year, foe sides 
over the European Union 
were thrown open to European 
competition. 

“State-owned airlines are 
ah anachronism in a liber- 
alised air transport market," 
said Matthias Wissmann, 
Minis ter of Transport. “As 
competiton becomes increas- 
ingly- fierce throughout foe 
world, a successful airline 
needs as much enierpreneur- 
ial scope as possible.” 
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The© Waigel: Promises special incentives to encourage 
private investors to take up the Lufthansa offer 


Lufthansa last week an- 
nounced the best interim re- 
sults in foe company's history. 
Half year sales reached 
DMJ0.7bo, up 9il per cent 
from the same period last 
year, and pre-tax profit tripled 
to DM397 hl 

Lufthansa shares were trad- 
ing at DM36.50 yesterday, up 


1.7 percent. 

The German government 
expects to be DMlbn richer 
from foe proceeds. Although 
Mr Waigel cannot use foe in- 
come to bring foe government 
deficit under foe Maastricht 
threshold of 3 per cent, foe in- 
come will cut the total public 
debt burden- 


TbfAaer Grmputm shop 
business grow both in turnover (now 
over £1 million per year), and in 
reputation, supplying some of the 
largest organisations in Kent with 
computer equipment. With helpful, 
knowfedgable staff and a friendly 
attitude, Artec Computers’ success is 
sure to continue and dicir ability to 
supply custom built. Internet ready, 
PCs ro any specification means that 
the people oFN. Kent have available 
an alternative to che box shifting 
attitude of marry larger stores. 


Of course big brand PCs such as die 
Hewlett-Packard range arc also 
available for those who prefer ro 
purchase household brand names and 
full finance facilities are offered, 
including Instant Credit subject to 
status. Lnrerat free credit is also 
offered on selected hems. On sire up- 
grading of 
PCs and net- 
works is also 
available and 
maintenance 
contracts to 
provide com- 
plete peace of 

mind. Aztec 
Computers 
are now 
authorised 
resellers of 
Lexmark, 
Xerox, and 
Oki printers 
and nave re- 
cently opened a trade sales division. 
Open from 9am to 8pm Mon-Sat. 
Azrec Computers should be the first 
place to visit for your new computer 
or upgrade and ir is likely to be your 
last. 

For mote information contact: 

Aztec Computers 
38 Pazkwood Green 
Shopping Centre 
Rainhara. Kent ME8 9PN 
Teh 01634-261726 
Fax: 01634-261726 


LHC ESTER AT ELS BEST 


Celebrate with Strung Out Sisters! 



Smog Out Sam n actrea 
Let die music make your function go 
round with Leicester's most original 
string and vocal trio. Strung Out Sis- 
ters! Catering for all occasions and 
musk castes, the versatile artists not 
only excel on violin, viola, and ccilo, 
hut also sing and compose. With mu- 


sic from the 1940s to the 19*>0s, the 
band travels the length and breadth of 
the Country. For more derails, inclu- 
ding a local showcase, contact: 
Strung Our Sisters 
Tel: 01 16 - 212 3640/ 270 1 347 / 233 
1859 


What is BoilingPOINT™ ? 


Taking Responsibility for Drinking Water 


Blanc threatens to quit - again 


Chris Godsmark - 

Business Correspondent _ 

Fresh turmoil engulfed foe in- 
dustrial poliCT of the new 
French socialist government 
* yesterday after Christian Blanc, 

chairman of Air France, threat- 
ened to resign if the airline s pri- 
vatisation was abandoned. 

Jean-Claudc Gayssot, foe 
communist transport mmister, 
intervened to urge Mr Biaoc to 
stay on in the post, but effec- 
tively ruled out selling amajonty 
stairs in Air France. The stole 
must keep a majority even if an 
ail op enin g upof foe capital a not 

. ~ ruled out,” foe ministry said. _ 
The le&wing coalition,)™** 
won a surprise election victory 
in May, mrmediateiyput on hdd 
the privatisation plans of the 


outgoing conservative regime. 
They included foe sale of 
Aerospatiale, foe aerospace 
giant and its merger with Das- 
saulL along with foe sell-off of 
France Telecom, which was in 
its advanced stages. 

The latest row exploded after 

Mr Blanc tokJa Reach radio sta- 
tion that if foe government de- 
cided not to proceed with, the 
sell-off it would “constitute a 
broach of contract”- Air France 
sources said yesterday Mr Blanc - 
was insistiDgthegjverament sold 
a majority stake in foe airline, 
too ugh he was flexible about 
when and how it was done. 

Mr Gayssot had pledged that 
he would not be “xnhrisier of pri- 
vatisations” after his appoint- 
ment, but in recent 'weeks 
speculation had mounted that 


the cash-strapped government 
was prepared to compromise. 
Mr Gayssot had said on Tues- 
day that his plans did not “pier 
suppdse:eifoer privatisation dr 
maintenance of the statusquo*. 

Mr Blanc is credited with 
boosting Air France’s financial 
fortunes. The airline made its 
.first profit in 1996-97 for seven 
, years, though foe turnaround 
was only achieved with a con- 
troversial Fr20bn (£2.1bn) state 

aidpackage. r 

. The subsidy led to angry 
protests to the European Com- 
mission by British Airways. The 

EC subsequently approved foe 
package, partly .on condition 
• that the govemmait eventually 
privatised foe carrier. 

However, this is not foe first 
-. time foe idiosyncratic MtBtenc 


has run into conflict with foe 
French government, or threat- 
ened to resign. Observers yes- 
terday doubted whether he 
would cany out foe thre&L 
lust year he said he would 
leave foe job after Bernard 
Ftons, foe former transport min- 
ister, said he wanted Air Ranee 
to buy only Airbus jets. The air- 
line insisted it needed Boeing 
777s. Another resignation threat 
came when pilots considered 
strike action over proposals to 
change their salary structure. 

Mr Blanc’s relations with foe 
previous conservative adminis- 
tration were apparently no bet- 
ter than with.foe socialists. He 
refused to deal with Mr Pons af- 
ter his appointment in 1993, pre- 
ferring to speak only to Alan 
Juppe, then the prime minister. 



Schools. Hospitals, bousing «- 
rates, _deuv drinking water is essential 
for e ve ryone and jnet, a large quanti- 
ty of Britain’s water storage tanks are 
'far from hygienic and arc even 


leaking. However, the cost 
of replacing a complete 
steel rank is enormous. KT 
Tank l ining Se r vic es offer a 
unique solution that keeps 
warer dean and the budget 
low. 

The KT team lines the 
tanks with Warer Research 
Council approved material. 
Separating the water from 
the sometimes corroding 
metaL The service includes 
emptying, rteaming , lining 
the ranlt T and installing a 
dose-fitting lid. thus 
upgrading the tank to By- 
law 30 standards and giving 
die rank a new lese of life. 
From Waitrosc supermar- 
kets to East Sussex Hospi- 
tal, KTTank lining Sern- 
as is in demand. 

For more information 
contact: 

KT Tank Lining Services 
Building 43 

Jetty Road 

Kmgsnorth Industrial Estate 
Hoc Near Rochester, Kent 

ME3 9ND 

Tel: 01634 - 846824 

fas 01634 - 845441 


BoilingPOINT™ is a 

highly innovative new ' ; '-A 

produa for the domestic •“ ■ 

and comraerdaJ kitchen ■ 

- the first genuinely new 

appliance since the . , 'HMH' 

microwave oven! It is a 

sophisticated produa I 

that produces and . 1 

dispenses purified, bo3- ■* 

iag water on demand 

and completely automat- 

ically. It is safer and ' < 

more efficient than a 


hidden -when installed, 
save Sot rbr elegant 
dispenser rap which fin 
into a sink or work top. 
Operating from a stan- 
dard 13 amp socket, it 
does not need special 
wiring or connection- In 
addition to all this, ir 
saves you time, energy, 
monev and water. 
BoilingPOINT™ - 
every kitchen should ha- 
ve one. For mote details 


kettle, and requires no manual filling contact: Hocra (UK) 

or switching. Leicester 

TTiis discreet system is completely Tel: 01 16 - 247 0777 


BATH AT ITS BEST 


Work and play at your leisure 

“Gone But Not Forgot- 
ten'’ reads the inscrip- 
tion on the Combe 
Grave Manors crest. 

And truly, the Hotel and 
Country Club, built in 
the 17th century and 
equipped with the stan- 
dard of rhe 2 1 sr century, 
is an unforgettable exper- 
ience. Set in 82 acres of 

gardens and woodlands, 7ife Ctmtx Qmt Mmor Ilrtel & CsmBtry Out 
with extensive sports and leisure [ and private guests. For more infer- 
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facilities, just 5 minutes drive from 
the Georgian dry of Bath, weD 
connected to Bristol Airport and the 
capital. This gem of hospitality, with 
its award-winning cuisine, various 
conference rooms, luxury suites and 
peaceful surroundings has been the 
unrivalled choke of many companies 


matron contact: 

The Combe Grove Manor Hotel & 
Country Gub Ltd., 

Biasskiiocker HOI 

Monkton Combe, BATH BA2 7H5 
TeL- (Hotel) 01225 - 834644 
Teh (Counny Gub) 01225 * 835533 
Fax:01225 - 834961 


Giel Communications Ltd. ■ Telephone 0181 983 5970 - Fax 0181 983 5971 










business 

Paper prices cut Smurfit’s profits 


J efferson Smurfit, the world’s 
largest maker of cardboard boxes, 
has been through the mfl] (so w 
speaki over the past two years or so 
It is less than IS months since the paper 
group was hailing its 1995 profits as the 
biggest ever made by an Irish company 
but even then it was recognising that 
the seeds of its own nemesis were b eing 
sown in the form of collapsing pricS 
in an over-supplied market. 

At their bottom earlier this year 
prices for boxes had fallen close to a' 
fifth since the beginning of 1996, while 
paper was down by as much as 25 or 
30 per cenL The pam of that fe reflected 
in Sraurfit’s pre-tax profits to June 
which collapsed by 51 per cent to’ 
Ir£61.2m, but the jproup is now confi- 
dent that the worst is over and has duly 
hoisted the half-way dividend by 10 per 
cent to Irl.65p. 

Certainly, Kr airliner and recycled 
paper grades, two key raw materials for 
Smurfit, have risen by 9 and 15 percent 
respectively since earlier this year 
The group is confident that a planned 
S per cent rise in European prices will 
stick after It is implemented at the 
beginning of October. It is also working 
hard to put its own house in order, with 
cost savings already running propor- 
tionately well ahead of the Ir35m 
promised earlier this year. 

However, all this will be as naught 
unless the industry shows more disci- 
pline than it has in the past. The last 
upswing in prices to 1995 prompted a 
capacity binge amounting to around 
twice the normal demand growth, ac- 
cording to SmurfiL As ever, the tun- 
ing proved disastrously wrong and 
much of it has come on stream since 
prices peaked. 

The Irish group has been a model of 
restraint in all this, but in a triumph of 
hope over experience, it is now hoping 
that big US rivals like Georgia Pacific 
and International Paper mean what 
they say when they announce that 
future capital expenditure will only 
match depreciation. 

This optimism is only part of what 
has been driving Smurm's share price, 
which has leapt from around 150p in 
April to 210 Jp, up 43p yesterday. The 
main propellant has teen the soarin g 
share price of the 46 per cent-owned 
US associate, Jefferson Smurfit Cor- 
poration, which has risen from $13 -to 
around $19.50 since the start of the year 
on takeover hopes. 

Expectations that the Irish group will 
bid for the rest of JSC look wide of the 
mark, given the price likely to be ex- 
tracted by Morgan Stanley, the other 
big shareholder. However, the group 
revealed that it is looking at the pos- 
sibility of a merger between JSC and 
another US paper group, which would 
help tidy up a messy situation. 
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| Jefferson Smurfit: 

At a glance 


Market value: £2- 32 bn. stare plica 210-Sp (+4.5p) 

Trading record 1994 

1995 

Ful year 

1996 

1996 

1997 

IntBftn 

■faraorar (IREbn) 1.71 

3.03 

2JS3 • 

1.35 


Pre-tax profits (IREm) 317 

420 

201 

125 

6U 

Earnings per share (IRp) 29.0 

28.0 

12.0 

8.2 

4.0. 

Dividends per share (IRp) 2.62 

4.0 

4J2 

1.5 

1.65 


Operating p rofit, ny area prem) Share price pence 

m — ■ 6 months to June 1997 OJin 

□ 6 months to June 1996 
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Meantime, analysts are expecting 
Irl20ra profits for the full year, 
putting the shares on a forward price- 
earnings ratio of 29. That fully dis- 
counts the recovery prospects. Avoid 
for now. 

Plenty of riches in 
Wilson’s land bank 


W ilson Connolly, the building 
g^oup, was looking ill-posi- 
tioned in the housing market 
18 months ago. A bias towards the 
bottom end of the spectrum at a time 
when first-time buyers were still not in 
evidence meant the company had to dis- 
count heavily to keep up volumes. 

But the picture has changed entirely 
since die housing market started pick- 
ing up. Althoughthe group shifted only 
1.725 bouses in the six months to 
June. 104 fewer than last time, they 
were sold at much tetter margins, with 
the average selling price rising from 
£61,000 to £64,400. That fed through 
to a 30 per cent increase in profits to 
£ 10.4m, with housing margins jumping 
from 5.9 to 83 per cent. 


92 93 94 95 96 97 


Although fail-year completions at 
around 4300 are unlikely to be much 
different from 19%, the improving 
momentum of the first half is set to 
continue. 

Aldose to five years’ sales, the land 
bank is one of the longest in the in- 
dustry, allowing Wilson to steadily 
increase the number of its operative 
sites and be flexible if land costs spiral 
out of control. Currently, there is 
little sign of that, with selling prices 
moving up in line with costs. 

Management have done a good job 
at shifting Wilson out of its ghetto in 
the. one and two-bedroom house 
market, halving that proportion of the 
business to under 30 per cent of sales 
in less than five years. At the same rime, 
the group has broadened its geo- 
graphic coverage and gradually divested 
its development activities. 

But the jewels lie within the strate- 
gic land portfolio. Wilson hit the 
jackpot with its 900 acres near Dun- 
fermline in Fife, selling the site for the 
new £2.6bn Hyundai microchip plant 
and w innin g permission for 3.200 
houses which will have a plot cost of 
just 8 per cent of avera§e sales prices. 
Dunfermline chipped in a land sale 
profit of around £500,000 in the first 


half and there could be three times as 
much again in the second if a site sale 
to Tesco, likely to be worth around 
£9m, goes through. Over 20 years, the 
project could produce £300m of gross 
sales at very attractive margins, and 
Wilson has another potential gem at 
its Broadclyst site near Exeter. 

Full-year profits of £343m would put 
the shares, down CL5p at 1733p. on a 
forward multiple of 15. Attractive. 

Emap titles boost 
Johnston Press 

I nvestors in Johnston Press, the ac- 
quisitive Edinburgh-based regional 
paper group, have every excuse for 
looking smug, given the company's 
share price performance. Hie shares 
have risen 27 per cent in three months, 
as market worries over the ability of 
advertising revenue to weather this 
year’s interest rate rises evaporated. 

Yesterday the shares rose a further 
6 p to a new 12-month high of 2223p, 
as the company revealed pre-tax profits 
in the first half to June of £19.4m, up 
from £L2,6m before. The increase 
partly reflected the full impact of the 
£2 05m takeover of Emap's regional 
newspaper titles early last year, which 
doubled Johnston's size. But as always 
with Johnston Press, sound manage- 
ment and rigorous cost control have 
justifiably given it a premium rating. 

The Emap deal provided Johnston 
with the opportunity to sell off non-core 
assets and the company yesterday 
hinted at the imminent sale of book- 
binding and library book selling busin- 
esses. Together they could raise £10m, 
although this would be unlikely to re- 
sult in a profit over their book value. 

The economic recovery has played 
its part in the latest good figures, de- 
spite the interest rate hikes. Johnston 
disclosed advertising revenues up 7.7 
per cent, beating most forecasts, with 
recruitment advertising soaring by 
243 per cent in a buoyant jobs market. 

The other good news came from 
newsprint costs, which die company 
predicted would stay at similar levels 
next year. Previously, they had forecast 
increases of up to 8 per cent. Lower 
newsprint costs saved the company £ 2 m 
alone in the fast half of 1997. . 

The improving outlook should raise 
full-year profits to £37m, compared 
with £24. lm last year and previous fore- 
casts of £34m. Yesterday’s one-third in- 
crease in the interim dividend, to lp, 
should also be a good guide to the fall 
year. The shares are still attractive as 
a long-term bet, though as a short-term 
opportunity they are starting to look 
fully valued. 
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Crash wipes £80m 
off Molins’ value 


& 


Magnus Grimond 

Molins, the cigarette to teabag 
making equipment group.^saw 

its shares crash 2273p to j60p 
yesterday after it issued its 
fourth profits warning of the 
year. The company, which has 
already been hit by accounting 
irregularities stretching back 
10 years at a US business, was 
forced to admit yesterday tbat 
it had been over-optimistic 
about the second half of the cur- 
rent year, which was now on 
course for “substantially" low- 
er operating profits. 

Peter Hamsson, chief exec- 
utive, said Molins had been 
looking for results broadly com- 
parable with the second half of 
1996. However, shipments of to- 
bacco machinery to the Far 
East had been affected by de- 
lays in receiving letters of cred- 
it, resulting in sales in the first 
half mining in £5m lower than 
expectations. 

Those sales would now come 
in in the second half, Mr Har- 
risson said, but consequent to 
thaL delay there had been dis- 
cussions with some of Molins’ 
Far Eastern customers, in par- 


ticular the Chinese State Tt>- 
bacco Monopoly Authority 
about some £ 10 m to £l 2 m of or- 
ders which had been delayed. 

-Had they* come in before 
August, we would have teen 
able to manufacture and pro- 
duce them before the year end 
in December," he said. Thai is 
now looking unlikely. "We have 
a risk which covers recovery of 
overheads in the factory and re- 
lates to despatches in terms of 
orders at the year end." 

Mr Hamsson refused to 
quantify the likely effect on 
profits, which brokers had pre- 
viously forecast at around £l3ra 
for this year, but estimates are 
now likely to tumble again. Yes- 
terday’s share price fall wiped 
£80m off Molins' market value, 
leaving it at a mere £127m, less 
than half its value as recently as 
April last year, when the shares 
peaked ar £1035. 

The latest dismal news from 
Molins came as the group re- 
vealed a slump into a £7.7m loss 
in the six months to June. 


The figures included a £1 3.4m 
exceptional loss at Langston, the 
US business hit by the ac- 


counting problems, which the 
group announced in its Iasi 
warning in July. ITte figure in- 
cludes a total of £ 1 2 . 2 m for 
overstated profits and investi- 
gation costs of £l.2m. Mr Har- 
risson refused to say whether ' 
KPMG. the group's auditors, 
would be sued over the issue. 
“We are going to review with 
them all the circumstances of 
the Langston irregularities.” 
he said, but would not forecast 
the outcome. 

He also refused to rule out 
further exceptional charges,, 
but said order intake at 
Langston had improved rarer 
the past few months. 

Molins' figures were also hit 
by a U.5m rationalisation 
charge to reduce costs in the 
Brazilian operation, which 
moved into loss in the period. 

Excluding exceptional items, 
pre-tax profits more than huNed 
from £13.6m to f. 2 m. on silcs 
cut from £ 1 47m to £ 1 25m. The 
group blamed the strength -of 
the pound for eroding its com- 
petitive position at a time when 
demand in some id its markets 
had slowed down. The interim 
dividend is held at 63p. 


Amey amasses £100m war 
chest for acquisition spree 


Andrew Yates 

Amey, the construction group 
whose shares have soared on the 
back of lucrative construction 
business it acquired as part of 
the privatisation of British Rafl. 
yesterday said it was likely to go 
on an acquisition spree with a 
war chest of up to flOOm. It is 
eyeing up targets in the facili- 
ties management industry and 
is likely to complete at least one 
deal within the next few months. 

Amey also said that the pri- 
vate finance initiative (PH), the 
controversial scheme under 
which the Government con- 
tracts out construction, work to 
the private sector, was finally be- 
ginning to take off after being 
dogged by severe delays. 

Neil Ashley, Amoy’s chair- 
man, said the group was confi- 
dent it would soon be awarded 


a large PFI contract to build a 
hospital in Birmingham. The 
deal could herald a flood of new 
hospital contract awards. The 
Government is redrafting the 
rules on PFT hospital contracts, 
designed to reduce the risks 
faced by the private sector in the 
event of a hospital trust falling 
into financial difficulties. 

The new rules should be im- 
plemented shortly, leading to the 
award of more than 25 projects 
to the construction industry. 
“The PFI is here to stay and 
there are many more projects in 
the pipeline," Mr Ashley said. 

Amey has recently won a deal 
to build the Croydon Tramlink 
and a contract to build an ex- 
tension of the M 6 near Carlisle. 

It is also bidding for £400m 
of track renewal and signalling 
work from Railtrack. which has 
embarked on a £ 10 bn pro- 
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Andrew Yates 

Jacques Vert, the troubled 
women’s clothing retailer, said 
yesterday it expected to make 
a loss of more than £9m for the 
year to May. The loss is much 
higher than the market bad ex- 
pected and the group admitted 
it would be forced to record a 
big stock write-down after dis- 
covering problems during its an- 
nual stock co unt- 
il is another blow to the 
clothes retailer which has been 
beset by problems over the past 
few years. Jacques Vert warned 
in May that disappointing 
wholesale orders and the deci- 
sion by House of Eraser, the de- 
partment store group, to 
terminate concessions at all 32 
of its outlets would plunge the 
group into the red. House of 
Fraser dumped the group to 
concentrate on younger lines af- 
ter disappointing sales of 
Jacques Vfert ranges in its stores. 

The latest profit wanting co- 
incided with the resignation of 
the finance director. Phillip 
Ashworth. 

Jacques Vert's problems stem 
from a move into the casual 
market. The group announced 
plans earlier this year to attempt 
to halt its alarming slide. These 


included splitting its retail and 
wholesale business and selling 
its Tyne & Wear factory. 

It is also developing a joint 
venture with Littlewoods, which 
recently bought a sizeable stake 
in the group, to publish an up- 
market ladieswear catalogue. 

However Jacques Vert ad- 
mitted its attempts to save costs 
by sourcing more products 
overseas had run into difficul- 
ties, putting further pressure on 
margins. 

The group has now made five 
profit warnings in the past two 
years. Industry sources believe 
there is no quick fix to Jacques 
Vert's problems and it is likely 
to make another large loss in the 
current year. 

There had been mounting 
speculation that Jacques Vert 
was in danger of breaching its 
banking limits. However the 
group said it was still operating 
within its borrowing limits and 
moved to calm shareholder 
fears yesterday by saying it was 
in touch with its bank. Midland, 
to made sure it had enough 
money to complete its restruc- 
turing plan. 

The company said like-for- 
Hke sales since May were ahead 
of expectations and the shares 
edged up 03p to 25p. 
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Andrew Yates 

Hickson, the beleaguered chem- 
icals group that has teen hit by 
a series of disasters over the part 
few years, said yesterday its 
radical restructuring pro- 
gramme was finally be ginning to 
feed through into profits. 

Chairman Sir James Hann 
said trading in the current year 
was continuing in line with ex- 
pectations, and he predicted a 
stronger performance in the sec- 
ond half of the year. Hickson's 
shares plunged from 241p in 
1993 to 53p earlier this year but 
rose 4p to 77Jp yesterday. 

The group announced under- 


the six months to June com- 
pared with £lm in the same 


period last year. However, 
Hickson warned the strength of 
sterling, which reduced first-half 
pre-tax profits by around £l-5m 
and sales by £ 10 m, would hin- 
der the group's progress. 

Profits at Hickson collapsed 
in 1995 after the loss of a con- 
tract with Unilever. This led to 
a sharp rise in debt which forced 
bankers to take control of assets. 
Since then the group has un- 
dergone a management shake- 
up and disposal programme. It 
has reduced debts by £70m to 
£33m over the past 18 months. 

Hickson has reached an 
agreement with Yorkshire Elec- 
tricity on the construction of a 
£30m power plant at its Castle- 
ford site, which should reduce 
the group's energy bill 
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gramme to upgrade Britain's 
ageing rail system. 

~ The acquisition spree could 
transform Amey, which has 
seen its share price almost 
quadruple to 4573p since the 
start of last year after it acquired 
a construction business from 
British Rail. .Amey already has 
up to £25.7m in lire bank. The 
group said it would he com- 
fortable with gearing at around 
50 per cent, which would mean 
it would haw* at least another 
£7fhn to spend on acquisitions. 

"Earilitiesmatuigement work 
now accounts for three quarters 
of our business and we are in 
talks about a number of op- 
portunities,’' Mr Ashley said. 

Amey announced a 70 per 
cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
fb.lm (£337m) on turnover 
up 29 per cent to £ 192m for the 
six months lo June. 
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IN BRIEF 

GUS sells Canadian finance arm 

Great Universal Stores has sold its its Canadian finance company. 
Superior Acceptance Corporation, to Ford Motor subsidiary 
Associates Corporation of North America for CanSlTom 
(£80m). GUS said the sale would result in a one-off net profit 
of around £9m in its group accounts for 1997/1998. Superior made 
an operating profit of £8.4m in the year to March 1997. 

Brighter prospects for German industry 

Prospects for German industry are looking brighter according to 
figures yesterday showing a 33 per cent rise in output in July, to 
a level 5.9 per cent higher than a year earlier. All categories of man- 
ufacturing output picked up during the month, but the advance 
was far stronger in the heavy industry categories and construction 
than in consumer goods. Economists said this confirmed that ex- 
ports rather than home demand were driving the recovery. 

M&S to open store in Frankfurt 

Marks & Spencer will open a store in Frankfurt, western Ger- 
many, in autumn 1999. The shop will be on Frankfort's main shop- 
pin® street, the Zeil, at a site occupied currently by retailer Qtt 
andHeinemann. 

Key investors reject Casino offer 

Jean-Charles Naouri and Antoine Guichard. key shareholders 
of the French supermarket group Casino, said yesterday that they 
would reject a takeover offer from rival Promotes no matter what 
price they were offered. Casino also announced first half prof- 
its up 39 per cent, which analysts suggested might force Prom odes 
to increase its Fr2Sbn hostile offer, unveiled on Monday. "I com- 
pletely and totally reject the lender offer whatever the price," Mr 
Guichard said yesterday. 

Wedgwood profits up as US sales climb 

Waterford Wedgwood's pre tax profit rose 113 per cent in the 
fira half of the year, in line with expectations, as sales in the US 
climbed. The Irish maker of crystal and china said profit for the 
six months to 30 June increased to Ir£8.7m, or Ir£l-2p per share, 
from Ir£7.8m, or Irl.OSp per share, a year earlier. 

Danka to cut jobs in global revamp 

Danka Business Systems, the distributor of office equipment, is 
cutting 3 per cent of its 20. 000-strong workforce as part of u glob- 
al restructuring. London-based Danka is integrating its office prod- 
ucts. office imaging and outsourcing units faster than expected. 
Most of the cuts are expected to be made in die US. 
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Williams stages a late bid to return to Footsie ranks 




-*-*• •*- . oliVsi* 


Share spotlight 




abacs ' 'iuii bwtrtieSkijj 



Williams, booted uncer einiv - 
nionsly out of Footsie in Feb- 
ruary, could be on the verge of 
a spectacular comeback Rarefy 
has the composition of the 
blue-chip index aroused such 
interest ahead of the steering 
committee's quarterly meeting. 

Billiton, the mining group, 
Norwich Union, the insurer 
and Woolwich, the bufldmg so- 
ciety turned bank, are set for 
automatic Footsie inclusion 
with Tate & Lyle, Hanson and 
Imperial Tobacco destined for 
humiliating relegation. 

WiDiaznss once a conglom- 
erate and now keen to estab- 
lish its credentials as a focused 
fire protection and security, 
group, is on the fringe and 
could, just could, force its way 
in to what is the stock market's 
most exclusive dub. 

The company lost its cher- 
ished membership when its 
share were depressed by the ac- 
quisition of the Chubb Secu- 
rity business and Centrica, 


demerged from British Gas, 
was big enough, to an au- 

tomatic place. . 

Since then Williams, unhap- 
py about its Footsie rebuff, has 
struggled to reclaim its berth. 
Its success in persuading the 
powers-ihat-be to moveit from 
the downmarket conglomer- 
ates sector to a rather more ap- 
preciated sub seats' is givii^ the 
shares the boost they require. 

They rose & 5 p to 365 p, just 
a whisker from their year's 
high giving the group a £ 2 LSm 
■-valuation, enough it would ap- 
pear to accord the sought after 
Footsie membership when the 
committee meets next week. 

The rest of the market was 
even a powerful early boost 
from New York. At one time 
Footsie was up 75 .Z points but 
with blue chips up 134.7 on 
Monday and Tuesday it was not 
altogether s urprisin g that yes-’ 
terda/s early exuberance evap- 
orated. The index dosed at 
4 , 976 . 9 , up 24 . 7 . 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


Worries the Far Eastern up- 
heaval will hit merger hopefuls 
Grand Metropofitan and Guin- 
ness has hurt the two shares. 
GrandMet, up lip at 586 p, re- 
sponded to suggestions the 
bearish talk bad been overdone. 
Guinness, down 5 _ 5 p to 559 p. 
is seen as the more severe ca- 
sualty and profit forecasts have 
been downgraded. 

Financials had a mixed ses- 
sion; HSBC managed another 
28 p gain to 2 , 034 p on the 
more relaxed Pacific atmos- 
phere; Abbey National caught 
the takeover bug with a 16 p 
gain to 859 p. 

Property group Mepc 
shaded to 467 . 5 p after it was 
confirmed merger talks had 


been going on with Bin-ford. 
The negotiations, however, 
have been called off. 

The market appreciates 
Mepc, the nation’s thud largest 
property group, is in need of a 
management infusion, hence its 

anxiety lolmt with Burford. But 
h would appear Buzfonfs man- 
agement de man ds were too 
much even for Mqpc to swallow. 
Burford fell 4 p to 117 p. 

Bank’s holiday camp reor- 
ganisation failed to impress, 
with the shares falling 7 p to 
347 p. Molins, the tobacco ma- 
chinery group, was devastated 
by a profits warning, crashing 
227 . 5 pto 360 p 

Thistle Hotels, still coming 
to terms with Tuesday's poor 


figures, fell a further 8 op to a 

124 p low and Regal Hotels, with 
interim figures m line with ex- 
pectations, lost 3 . 5 p 10 43 p. 

Biotrace, the health care 
group held at 90 p with inter- 
ims below expectations and 
Psion, half-year figures today, 
fell lOp to 327 _ 5 p. 

Stockbroker Brewin Dol- 
phin finned to 232 p, a peak. 
There are stories the group, 
which came to market two 
years agp at around 150 p and 
is restless to grow, is contem- 
plating furth er expa nsion. One 
suggestion is BWD, the Leeds- 
based stockbroker, could be a 
target. BWD gamed 2 p to 
123 . 5 p, just below its peak. 

Pi tten crieff. the oil group, 
rose 6 p to 615 p as former 
Clyde Petroleum senior man- 
agement took control Acqui- 
sitions are expected. Clyde 
was taken over after a furious 
battle by Gulf Resources. 

M&W, the convenience 
stores c hain which has often 


been the subject of takeover ru- 
mours, rose 22 iip to 171 3 p as 
it admitted it was in bid talks. 
TOitson & PWKp, rumoured to 
be the fikdy predator, softened 
lp to 4 Z 7 - 5 p- 

Tradepoint, the mini-stock 
market which had to seek res- 
cue finance last month, rose 
12pto 114 p- With order-driven 
share trading due to start next 
month hopes are running high 
the little upstart, which has 
struggled for five years to rival 
the Stock Exchange, is at last 
in sight of mounting a realis- 
tic challenge. 

As part of an £ 1 1 . 4 m rescue 
package, three leading execu- 
tives resigned The company is 
now 45 per cent owned by ven- 
ture capitalists. As it balded to 
establish itself it failed to 
achieve trading targets and iis 
David and Goliath struggle 
seemed doomed Now the ad- 
vent of ozder-driven trading of- 
fers it a chance to compere in 
more rewarding conditions. 


Taking Stock 


OCompagnle de Participa- 
tions Financiered, the only 

continental group with an 
AIM presence, produced in- 
terim profits of £ 830 , 000 . 
against a £ 44,000 loss. But 
foil-year’s figures are not ex- 
pected to reach last year’s 
£ 692 . 000 . The company, with 
property projects on the Con- 
tinent iukI in the UK, is con- 
trolled by charitable trusts. It 
has a 5 per cent interest In 
Neill Clerk, the financial 
group, which in turn has 3 
percent of CPF. The shares, 
floated at 500 p in December; 
1995 , were unchanged at 
57 Z 5 p. 

CJAvocet Mining held at 
I 54 p. Shares of the gold and 
tunj^ten group are regarded 
as a speculative buy by T 
Hoare & Co, a stockbroker 
specialising in resource com- 
panies. Last year the shares 
touched 243 p; they were 
placed at 240 p_ 
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The Captain Kirk approach to 
rethinking the welfare state 


T he holidays over, members of 
ihe Government's multifar- 
ious taskforces are opening 
their notebooks and sharpening 
their pencils in preparation for re- 
drawing the welfare stale. Their 
brief: reduce unemployment; 
diminish inequality; increase secu- 
rity and social cohesion; and im- 
prove the quality and efficiency of 
public services, without adding one 
iota to government spending plans. 
Shame on anybody who has ever 
accused New Labour of a poverty 
of ambition in its policies. 

The literature on welfare reform 
and all the ills it needs to tackle is 
immense. The taskforces could 
spend years simply reading up on 
the evidence if they wanted to. 
Luddiy. there are some attempts to 
cut through the undergrowth. 

.As far as welfare goes, the fun- 
damental problem seems to be 
the deteriorating trade-off between 
economic efficiency - boosting 
jobs and growth - and fairness. 
Whatever the cause - whether 
globalisation or the breakdown of 
traditional family morality - the 
policy choices seem to be increas- 
ingly 'unpalatable. 

Star Trek fans will recall that in 
the third film featuring the crew of 
the Starship Enterprise, we flash- 
back to the young Captain Kirk's 
brilliant solution to a tost faced by 
all trainee Star Fleet commanders. 
The trainees are put through a 
disaster simulation in which, 
unknown to them, any course of 
action they choose will result in 
death and dishonour. For it is 
designed as a test of character 
rather than a test of their problem- 
solving skills. 

Kirk, aided by the intelligence of 
Mr Spock, becomes the first per- 
son to avoid the disaster. 

He does ill 


computer software running the 
simulation m order to create the 
possibility of a solution - by step- 
ping outside the apparent bound- 
aries of the problem. 

Two recent analyses of the wel- 
fare problem attempt to alter its 
forbidding architecture in an equal- 
ly dramatic way, casting, I suppose, 
Gordon Brown as Kirk and Frank 
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Reformers do 
not have to opt 
for one horn or 
another of an 
inescapable 
dilemma. Erase 
the horns and 
draw something 
different, is 
the message of 
these radical 
proposals 


Field as his Spock. One, a re- 
search paper by two economists at 
Birkbeck College*, London, argues 
that the fundamental welfare 
dilemma - economic efficiency 
versus equality — is actually the 
result of the welfare system we 
have. For example, when an un- 
employed person gets a job, she 
loses benefits and pays taxes. 

The dilemma is that if unem- 
ployment benefits were lower, there 
would be less disincentive for the 
unemployed to find work - but peo- 
ple without jobs would be poorer 
and society more unequal and un- 
fair. However, the two authors, 
Michael Orszag and Dennis 
Snower, suggest that the dilemma 


arises because of the institutional 
structure of the welfare state. 

They propose a radically 
different welfare system which sep- 
arates the provision of services 
needed by individuals at various 
stages in their lives, whether un- 
employment support, education 
or a pension, from the welfare 
state's redistribution of income 
from rich to poor. Welfare services 
can be provided by public, volun- 
tary or private sector. With enough 
regulation, private insurance could 
meet most of our needs. But the 
sLate plays an essential part in 
income redistribution. 

What the paper proposes is a 
series of four individual accounts, 
covering education, health, unem- 
ployment and retirement Every- 
body would be required to pay in 
a minimum to each and draw out 
a maximum. Their accounts would 
be a tax-advantageous and fully 
portable form of saving. Eventual- 
ly the four types of account would 
form a fully ninded social security 
system which did not require any 
subsidy from the general govern- 
ment budget. 

Economic efficiency would be 
improved because of individuals' 
ownership of their funds: the more 
health care they “bought”, the 
lower their balance would be. Hie 
unemployed would face no 
disincentive to finding work - 
quite the contrary. In addition, 
private providers would pep up the 
public services by offering them 
competition. 

The proposed income redistrib- 
ution would involve some ineffi- 
ciency, but less than at present 
Required contributions into each 
account would rise in line with in- 
come. Suppose somebody was job- 
less for long enough that they ran 
down the balance in their unem- 
ployment account. The govern- 
ment would pay into their account 
a transfer financed by the unused 
balances of the employed When 
they found work, the transfer would 
continue just as long as their 
account remained below a mini- 
mum level. Only after that point 
would they pay in contributions 
themselves. 


A second radical reprogram- 
ming of the welfare system is con- 
tained in a book published in the 
US earlier this year.** Michael 
MandeL, the author, sees an injec- 
tion of marketpiinciples as the way 
to reconcile efficiency and fairness. 
He proposes establishing futures 
markets in incomes, like the 
financial futures that trade on the 
level of the stock market in years 
to come, so that people are able to 
diversify their risk from investing 
in particular forms of “human 
capital”, or in other words, devel- 
oping the skills and experience to 
do one particular kind of job. 

The thinking is that people need 
ways of diversifying their risk of un- 
employment and loss of income in 
just the same way as investors 
need to diversify in order not to 
have all their eggs in one basket. 
Therefore what's needed is a type 
of investment based on the earn- 
ings from different sorts of jobs. 
There would be doctor futures, 
teacher futures, footballer fixtures 
and so on, which would deliver a 
return based on the earnings of 
those different categories of 
people. So if 1 work in a well-paid 
but insecure job, I could buy an 
asset that would give me income 
linked to a lower-paid but steadier 
job. Likewise, somebody else could 
invest in a higher but riskier stream 
of income. 

The thing about radical propos- 
als is that they always sound rather 
fanciful. Both of these interesting 
ideas would have a bard time mak- 
ing it to the serious policy agenda 
facing the Chancellor’s taskforces. 
But, although they differ enor- 
mously in detail, they share the 
notion that welfare reformers do 
not have to opt for one horn or 
another of an inescapable dilemma. 
Erase the horns and draw some- 
thing different is their message. 

* 1 Expanding the Welfare System ' by 
Michael Orszag and Dennis Snower, 
Centre for Economic Policy Re- 
search working paper 1674. July 
1997. 

** ’The High Risk Society’ by 
Michael MandeL Times Books, New 
York. 


Former British Lion scrums 
down with the Lloyd’s team 


Former Englan d rugby hero and 
ex-SIB chief executive John 
Yanng will henceforth be 
scrumming down as chairman of 
Lloyd's Regulatory Board (LRB), 
the body that regulates the Lime 
Street insurance market 
Mr Young will be building on 
the work of Sir Alan Hardcastle, 
who chaired the LRB since its 
launch in 1992. Mr Young will 
need all his wits about him as 
Lloyd's comes to terms with the 
new super-SIB or NewRO that is 
abom to take over all investment 
regulation. 

NewRO is set to take over the 
DTTs responsibility for 
regulating all forms of insurance 
business, while the LRB will 
continue its role as the policeman 
for the Lloyd’s market 

Now 60, Mr Young enjoyed a 
successful rugby career with 
England and the British Lions in 
the 1960s, as well as winning the 
national 100 yards sprint 
championship and a rugger 
double blue at Oxford. 

He’s mostly been a stockbroker 
since then, although his skills in 
rucks and mauls will probably be 
more useful in the regulatory 
upheavals to come. 

My old chum Tiny Rowland just 
doesn’t stop. Yesterday he spoke 
to me by satellite phone from his 
yacht moored off the coast of 
Albania, where he has just 
completed another mega-deal. 

The former head of Lonrho 
was coy about the exact nature of 
the business, saying only that it 
involved “some parties inside 
Albania and some outside”. 

It was a big deal, though. “I’ve 
made more money out of it than 
I did out of Lonrho io my last 
three years there. I'm enjoying 
myself,” he trills. 

He certainly is. The evergreen 
tycoon has just fired off another 
of his famous circulars to Lonrho 
shareholders, this time attacking 
the proposed merger with South 
African mining group JGL 
Tiny is convinced that “JCI are 
acting as stooges for Anglo 
American, who have always 
wanted to get their hands on 
Lonrho's most valuable asset - 
the Ashanti gold mine”. 

He points out that John 
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John Young: Skill in nicks and 
mauls should come in useful 

Craven would hardly have agreed 
to become chairman of Lonrho 
after years as a director of 
Morgan Grenfell and Deutsche 
Bank unless he was going there 
specifically to utilise his South 
African contacts with Anglo. 

Tiny hasn’t lost his gift for 
invective. He describes Anglo as 
“that elephant in South Africa’s 
living room". The recent sale by 
Lonrho of the Metropole hotels 
to Stakis is blasted as “jazp for 
Stakis shareholders and vinegar 
for Lonrho shareholders”. I 
wonder what the Albanians make 
of him. 

George Kynoch has been hard at 
work job hunting, like other 
former Tbry ministers since the 
election, and yesterday clinched 
the non-executive chairmanship 
of Siivertech, a computer 
company which produces control 
systems for the chemicals 
industry. 

Mr Kynoch said yesterday that 
Siivertech approached him as it 
was looking for a chairman in the 
run-up to its flotation on AIM, 
which is planned for around 
October. 

He spent 25 years in industry 


before entering Parliament, 
including stints with Aardvark 
Holdings and the Milk Marketing 
Board. Before Tbny Blair & Co 
intervened last May, Mr Kynoch 
was Conservative MP for 
Kincardine and Decside, and 
minister for industry and local 
government in the Scottish Office 
for the last two years. 

“Since the election I’ve looked 
to build a clutch of non-executive 
directorships, and I'm still 
talking to a number of 
companies.” he says. 

Speaking as someone who 
played a part in luring companies 
such as Canon and Hyundai to 
Scotland while he was in _ 
government. Mr Kynoch is a 
stent anti-dcvolutibnist, warning 
of higher taxes from a Scottish 
Assembly. He’s convinced a 
“silent majority" of Scottish 
business people are also opposed, 
to devolution, but need^ to be 
chivvied into saying so in public. 

Builder Wilson Connolly has 
appointed a brace of non- 
executive directors - John 
Ttatte, a civil engineer who is 
currently managing director of 
Wilcon Homes Eastern and 
John Weir, a qualified architect -• 
who is currently managing 
director of Wilcon Homes 
Midlands. 

I see the story about Tim Smith, 
the former Tory minister, being 
charged by the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants for 
“bringing the profession into 
disrepute” is the front-page 
splash for today's issue of 
Accountancy Age. the bean 
counters’ weekly read. 

How fitting. Mr Smith wrote a 
column for the 48 * about 
accountancy issues for what 
seemed like eons, although 
his mus in gs have been less 
regular since the matter of 
Mr Fayed’s payments to him 
came up. 

It’s a hard, unforgiving world, 
accountancy. 

John Willcock 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 
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Other Spot Rates 


Country 
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Forward rates quoted high to low are at a Wscount subtract from spot rate 
Rota quoted low to high ore at a premium: add to spot rale 

"Dollar rams quoted as reciprocals 
For the latest foreign exchange rates call 0891 123 3033. 

CaBs cost 50p per minute. 
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Tourist Rates 

£ Buys 
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M brformation professionals rank 
Rnandal Times Information as the most 
important UK business information provider” 


Annual Business W«n»r»3ti Sui\*y 1U96, 
Headland ftwanrga InfrgmaKnn 


Finama] Tnnes Infonnation provkies online information 
from over 5,000 business soumes co m p risin g 43 mill inn 
documents, as well as a database of 3 5 million securities 
and fundamental rfara on quoted companies. 

For more information contact Andrew Hum OO +44 171, £25 8420, 
orcrnaitinfb^fLcom For free s amp les of our services, vfei! aor websile: 
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FINSTAT " The comprehensive data feed service, delivering prices and 
related information from Finanrial Times Infonnation direct to your PC. 

For further information, call +44 171-825-8430 or email; leeanne.gilIiar@fLcom 
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sport 


Bookmakers will shut due to public pressure 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Britain’s leading boofauakeis 
decided yesterday that their 
period of Saturday mourning 
will, after all, last all day. 

Coral, Ladbrokes and 
William HOI - the last-named 
typified the Big Three's re- 
sponse when they initially ar- 
gued that they owed it to 
customers to bet on Irish rac- 
ing and British dogs just after 
Diana, Princess of Wales is 
buried - have bowed to Lheir 


god of market forces and win 
now shut up shop. The canine 
meetings at Crayford and Rom- 
ford have been abandoned. 

- “We have carefully consid- 
ered customer and staff feed- 
back throughout the week on 
whether or not to dose our 
shops this Saturday," Christo- 
pher Bell, the Ladbrokes man- 
aging director, said yesterday. 

“Our decision has been 
strongly influenced by the feel- 
ings of both customers and staff 
at this time of national mourn- 
ing,." There was no mention 
though of the strong influence 


that bad prompted the decision 
to open the shops in the first 
place. 

William Hill will pay their 
staff despite a rare Saturday of£ 
but there will be no chance for 
them workers to spend the mon- 
ey on a trade newspaper. Both 
The Sporting Life and Racing 
Post will not Be published on the 
day of the funeral. 

Looking further ahead, there 
is continuity for the future of the 
Grand National, following yes- 
terday's announcement that 
Martel], the Cognac house, is to 
extend its sponsorship of the 


Aintree event until 2004. The 
French company, whose con- 
. tract runs out next year, has 
signed a new, six-year deal, 
which will lead to a minimum 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Nanoushka 
(Salisbury 320) 

NB: Yanabi 
(Salisbury 220) 

£4.5m being donated, the 
largest gross agreement in the 
history of British racing. 
Aintree, which is not one of 


the poshest suburbs of Liver- 
poet and Martel], with its im- 
age of after-dinner relaxation al 
the chateau fireside, have always 
seemed unlikely bedfellows. 

Martell, however, sells vir- 
tually a pipette-full of its prod- 
uct at home and needs a 
vehicle into the world market. 
In addition, there is no sign that 
the firm has become distrust- 
ful of either the fortuity or or- 
ganisation of the National 
following the calamities of the 
1993 void race and the post- 
poned running this year in the 
wake of an IRA bomb threat. 


Indeed, it may be that the tru- 
ism of bad publicity being non- 
existent applies. 

Security planning is wcD ad- 
vanced in an effort to improve 
on last year's arrangements, as 
is upgrading of racecourse fa- 
cilities following Martell 's 
commitment. 

The new Aintree stand is 
scheduled to be completed by 
next April and should afford 
high-level viewing for over 5,000 
spectators. A panoramic view is 
essential for Liverpool, where 
those on the ground get little 
more than an audio service of 


thundering hooves coining 
round twice. 

In addition, work has start- 
ed on a visitors' centre, which 
will be open throughout the cal- 
endar and give those who come 
to Aintree out of season a lit- 
tle more flavour of the occasion 
than the sterile surroundings 
that are on offer at die moment. 
Included m this new area will 
be memorabilia and a Grand 
National ride, a virtual-reality 
escapade that was announced 
on the same day that the bjg 
bookmakers exhibited virtual 
decency. 


Dr Johnson injured Nakatani sued after course fracas Star takes top billing 


Dr Johnson, a leading hope for bis win at Leopardstowa last 
the St Leger a week on Satur- month. His absence has 

day, will miss the race after in- prompted William Hill to short- 
juring himself, the colt’s trainer en the prices of their market 
Oiaries O'Brien said yesterday, leaders for the race. Silver Pa- 
The chestnut, successful m triarch and Stowaway, to 5-2 
four of bis six starts this term, from 1 1-4, with Andre Fibre’s 
was an 11-2 chance in William Vertical Speed, who began the 
Hill’s betting on the strength of day at 11-2, now a 7-2 chance. 

HYPERION 

210 Penrose 410 NaMe Demand 

244) Oberon’s Dart (nb) 4A0 Present Chance 
, 310 WINTER ROMANCE (nap) 5JO Shardadartd 
3d40 Darapoig 

GOING: Soft- .""" 

STALLS: 51 A Of - £ar aide; 7f - stand* aide, rest Inside. 

( DBAW ADVANTAGE: Nam. 

■ Left-hand. U-shaped course. Flat and Ideal for the powerful rhHojxt 

| ■Course b Ira Sat ess on MOM. York station lm. ADMISSION: County Stand X IS 
. fl6-;2G year-olds Si i); Ttaoemalls £10; Silver Ring (OAJto £2.50); Course Enclosure 
S3 (CMFsIl.SO). Under-lGa free all endoourre. CAS PARK: 32. remainder tree. 

■ LEADING TRAINEES: B Cedi - 27 wtimera from KM runners gives a success raUoaT 
£4.8%; If Stooto 27 from IUT ( 19.7%); J Gooden 10 foci 1 02 ( I B.6V: J Dadop 18 from 
99(1&2%1. 

I ■ LEADING JOGBXYS: L Dettori 48 wins from 215 rides gives a success ratio nT 23JM; 
I Pat Eddery :)7 from XX! fie.7%); J BrJd 15 from 172 |HJm W B Swinburo Iran, 
130 (14.6%i. 

■ FAVOURITES: 307 wins m 575 nets pWNM. 

I BLINKEHJSD FUST TIME: Roekene (-1.10). 

i WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Raaayel (5.10) nn al Cbeaer cm Friday. 
LONG-DISTANCE KUNNEK& Deeply Yale (2.40)* Jana Holley (5.10) haw been 
261 miles by G L Moor from Woodlrqtdean. E. Sussex. 

faS - frnl YDRKSffRETYNE TEES TELEVISION MAIDEN STAKES 
I I (CLASS D)£&000 added 2YPBf Penalty Value £6112 

1 050 A11MMIES (10) (K S L UimO 0 NdvAt 0 Q J«HWmb(5)l 

2 AUMBWH Qfanten N MaKnnv PWUwjnOO K Darby 5 

3 3 ASTMD (USA) (22J (Sjian Suf OwHI BH&’jQ UW>2 

4 0 EUBRHA (19) PUtart Rate) R Horat 9 0 M Roberta £ 

5 • 36 MURMOQM (37) LA Wtoramarf) a hartwy 9 0 .WRjmlO 

6 R3H1AH0 Mm A OudhJ J Fanyme 9 0 NDay8 

7 6 TOWpKfl^ PO T fate 4 

8 0 WOWflJNT (88) Ban Quea*,) P M*n 9 0 SSaadensS 

9 PBWJSE (Matted flL B His 8 9 R Street 9 

10 06 m0lEITC(21)UMC.IReGB*J8 9 A fatal 7 

- 10 ttadved - 

BETT1NG: M Asyaad, 7-2 Torrent, 9-2 Mrebyah, 7-1 Giakha, 1A-1 Wotffiunt, Momma, 16-1 Par- 
don* PrMette, Pemnsa, 33-1 Atauftas 
1996: tycoon Todd 2900 Ftastor 15-8 bn ID lodei) dram (13) 16 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SBaTn dauehter Dazftyn Lady won d the mud at Pontefract on Tuesday so there is a fine 
cnance ASYAAD MU follow sciL his dam, Shihama. yuan over this tnp as a juwnfe. and 
Asyaad looked a oott wttfi some paermal on his debut a Saiobuy. Out (he back door in 
the early stages, he quickened up wiy well uften the race was over and can be backed to 
reveise the torn with the Miner Harmonic Way it they met a& m. ramnt S profcab* c a- 
pafefe of better after sartmg odds on ot Goodwood when sixth of seven to newcomer Shud- 
dor. Gurkha was kw lengths behind (he usefJ Mmaryaro (fourth) when seventh to Mdtboob 
at Newbwy (7ft, and lm stamina ad sand him m niod stead. Murmoan is a sknlar type 
after two nets owr seven Ajriones. He should go m the 0txetd with DaneMI as hm 5>e. Pe • 
ter Welwyn's newcomer Alrabjab is by Brief Tn** out of an unraced mare. He is related 
to wmnere but ta« sire Wed It fasL Selection: ASYAAD 

I o' An I Quwrm glbey silver trophy (handicap) (class d) 
£10000 added 7f Penalty Value £9UOOO 

1 423560 GfiEy KMGDOM (IB) (O (D) (Me taan) M UnOr 6 IP 0 J> Memaeh (7) 16 

2 020203 KNOTTY HU. (lift (D)(BF) (RayCra®u R Craggs 5 10 0 -SHM22 

3 230020 MOW DMMiflS) {Dean Iwryl kkory3912 DSwwneyOm 

4 100420 PBHC»£S<immuD3Wl«M»lM Mmaon3912 IMwl 

5 14-fiOO TRAEBU2ER (ffi) (&jy Ited) CTfrmcn 399 DeanHcfcomU 

6 645240 DUBJJtXUBPHHCPttinitoroUtflM BSWteKl698 JABotartslfl 

| 7 000066 ROYAL RESUUT (12) (M P Buries Stn Randy Statement) T Q Baron 4 9 8 1 Carrol 10 

B 250440 THE IA1STON WORM (41) (UM Duham) D Smith 39 7 C Lovrthrr (5) 2 

9 -01600 TBLY-UYN (55) (Ifl (Botfcrt SM LW B IfBs 3 9 7. MHfc23 

10 0-4515 NORHKRM LAD (Bft U D fadem) B McMtfun 3 9 7 Itatew24 

I 11 000601 OBatSfSWWTpifttDKPeKrWraeglP^^ge S Sanders 13 

1 12 -02204 «MVmVK3C^KPJc)r«SMf»eaK»£*s4 9fi AUtyfflB 

13 000000 KNOBBSEEZE (IQ EQ (Anhnv Anamsi M Chorran 7 9 6 TQuhmlSV 

| 14 230060 UXMWHO'SCAUJHfi (5) (S LEdwicks) B MMefron 4 9fi LKewtoaS 

IS 545661 DSPUTYA1£(20) (D)(Saeed9ieTelea)m)GLMoae695 KMpnB 

IB 064231 DtiMtni 6QIFTMH P5) (D) Conctr Partnechp) Lad fjnatSton 494 I Rett 7 V 

17 305050 RIB) (36) (Dmd C Yang) Ms A Swnrank 4 92 NDay4 

3fl 00420 EMM. (4^ Eay COUD J EiEGn 392 HCodamwll 

19 306161 RffllBISRMI^pqjmtawOawiBSEM^ IFEffmU 

20 535215 MTSnqUEIBtmpDn'AScfflhend EWeymes39 1 R VSnston (7) B 

21 444210 MYnONB HSBWE (5) 69 (Gordon l^ttoni A Bator 4 9 0 PRafasrts(S)5 

22 040104 MDnN OUST ffl (0) Ms Q hIk locMaq R HoandKBd 3 B 13 FlynA9 

23 000102 MTBOnfE(2(9n (BR lAmhony Monrayl RBasUnian46 13 KRAaeZO 

24 51-150 BMKACKYMD{99)(D)(RGeavAndPSuidarc) ASte«0t4 8 10 WRjaaM 

-24dadared- 

BEnwe 6-1 Dommu floHTtem, b -1 RjW* RaKaL Hyttms MMttw, 12-1 Knotty U. Pert**, 
DmBo, Otnmvn Dart, Vsal VM vid, 14-1 ntkers 
3986: Ocnm Ite 5 8 7 F Lpch (31 16-1 IB Rodmes) *wn t9) 27 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Tlw e the race Michael Roberts used to win on the Standing dteh Takenhak, and has a 
chance on OUEHO. who is always at tM best m the mud ana short of room behind Dum- 
mer Golf Time at Kempron a lortnem ago. That res a game mn by Dummer Golf Time, 
but ha's unproven on soft sound. Knafa Ma eneoae was atso squeezed up ki that Kempton 
nioa and a Hontcapoed to g> wry dose on ns favoured surface. David Sanor may nae 
bean waiting Ibrtha ground for Royal Result, who he attaned from fiAchaal Stoute's yard. 
The gBldlng certainly seems ihe type to do better tor the drop m tnp and hb Redcar run 12 
days ago was his fast tor three months. Obmon's Dart bolted up from Be Warned on the 
afl-weather last time and shoiid flpjre on a surface that is Htely to favour him. Mybotjre 
has damns with Hsren Fallon booked. Mybotye has often wobUod on fast poind and ttns 
surface coiid be vriiat ne wants. He was thrown out alter murdenng half the Held when 
beating Haas Alhawa at Catmnck and Potion lor the apprentice kwhs a reel plus. Myttuw 
Mistake was one of those hampered ot Canale*, but is 504 a pound worse offwithMy- 
botye. Myttons Mistake, dosefy matened wttfi Rynwrfa Ifascal on later CSttencfc tocm and 
a subsequent wumer at Bevaley. has every chance if he handles the fpowkl A runner who 
appeals ot big odds is The Lambton Worm, who goes horn a kw draw. He's 14s m dis- 
tance, which could Beady favour Iwn, and he went wqU n testing pound at Newcastle m 
June when fourth to Cretan GA Grey Kingdom was third tn that sprint and fas since won 
in me soft over tf* dtp at Epsom, but The LamMon Worm moets ham a stone better wan 
Carl Lowther's claim. TM-Y-Uyn m another I can consider, despse three bad runs smee his 
NavvOUiy win fom Raws In the soft. Two of die runs were on test gmurid so the drop In hh 
rating could prove lament. Selection: DUELLO 

pgpsTTj STRENSALL STAKES (Listed) (CLASS A) £25/100 added 
lm U Penalty Value £18£25 

1 504554 ACHARME (17) (Ram* Racng) C a«mii 4 9 2 K Return 6 

2 54-146 BAIALAilA (7S) ID) IH^enaSptT^Ett LBJlLCumanl 492_„ 

3 64-244 WEHMnWIFMWlEWeemwHt^ASw^iRHi*^ 

4 5-4412 VetTHt ROMAIICE (116 IBB <Maiai»m N IMaoumJ E Dwtop 4 9 2 S Santa. 1 

5 U-144 GAnENUS (USA) (30) (ShflWi IMornned) M S ums 3 8 10 KDertey2 

6 231-<6 «C0MK4M»(7V)(M*mUn/y»ttttm)Sr*3a20 Mm* 3 

7 14-2 WRSB[ie(IVAbiUttT)HC«a38U_ XFM0n« 

BETnNG: 2-lClfaSK»i 3-1 In Cottraartt, 4-1 WMir Hnaance, 9-2 Beiatafiia 6-lTenM, 14-1 Adams, 
2/y 1 ypflt ft Tftmtti 

1996: B«i Too 3 B ID T Qum 10-U l» IU TomokWl dB* 1 ID 9 rai 
FORM GUIDE 

fa Commond, unpenaasea despite bang the winner of tne Dewhuist Stakes last October, 
has a chance of coping with the soft pound bong b son of Sadat's Weis. The pace wtl 
£*» DQ more sedate after hw fatsst acempt behind Startroroigh at Royal Ascot The im/d 
wU be no pmMem tor CATHfOS. a dose fourth to King Ale* at the Cumagh 19 days ago 
and a oott who won a race al Haydock lam year just before the meeune was abandoned! 
Ta^d Htjidy raced since his juvenlte debut win at Sanoown, is a musr 10 improve on ha 
Satstnev flocond under John Lowe to to Showboat Winter Romance kws Uw soft and a 
4 mo«» was mama fam aim *dl held by Aired Wbadu at Epsom fast one. He looked 
the lypaw do well * listed compar* when he defied a big wssfrft *1 Ascot in June. Bat- 
aMoeoromisestD doweflontha®oundand womnacodoyteatNewmedwtonher reap- 
)»iwce cn the *bw taw Roval Ascot shouldn't trouble her. S el ect io n : CATTENUS 


YORK 

2.10: J- BRlGHSrONE (A McGWie* 5-1; 
2. ugh nwfam awns far. 3. Hobby Barnes 
20-L s ran. 5. hd. (M W». WeUngart-TotK 
£5.10: £L9C>, OJA £2JB0. DFt 13-20. CSR 
£955. 

2.40: 1. EVENING WORLD TOt*"! W 
(w; 2. French Connection 10-1; 3. Fo^QUan 
Star 12-1. IS ran. 14, 1 Vs. P Co la. WhM- 
eombe). Tote: £2.40: £1-40. £1-90. £5.30. 
DF: £6,40. CSF: £13.71. THa £61S0. Nft 
I BfaM'Irt.CwdwHils. 

, ilfc L FORGJE |N Day) 16-Xi 2. Tar- 
J genav 5-1 to; 3. Qp*H“ H -1 - SB w*. 3ft. 
* l7u (P cater, Rlpwi). Tote £40^0: £10^10. 
£2J». ESSO. DF: £166.10. CSF: £97-®. 
TntasL £888.37. Irta £28210. 


The American apprentice Ryan 
Barber has launched a law suit 
against leading US jockey 
Corey Nakatani, whom he 
claims pushed him off a horse 
after a race last month. 

Barber alleges 1 that Nakatani 
galloped alongside him and 
shoved him off his mount after 


their horses crossed the line in 
a race at Del Mar on 3 August. 
He claims to have missed weeks 
of riding as a result He is seek- 
ing damages for assault, battery 
and emotional distress. 

Nakatani, best known in 
Britain for his victory cm Cool 
Jazz in Ascot's Diadem Stakes 


SUN UFE OF CANADA GARROWBY RATED HAfHCAP (CLASS 
B) £20,000 added 3Y0 lm 4f Penalty Value £U£78 

teniACE (ttl) (D) BF) (Hddae FtcmB) J Gusrten 9 7 GHbdl 


1 4-3110 NB«A^(ai){lAfB^chi^ciereRacng)JG03len9 7 GHbdl | 

2 0-2056 UOIIY(U9ISaeedMsai9uCam95 M Roberts 8 

3 01430 IMRCY(iq(CliwMrPartiSlu#MStoUi895 K Darby 9 

4 621321 HOftOUMBtE lift (CO) (S**h Mohanwied) J W Wats 9 5 — — JCwicAfi 

5 142 ARCTIC DW.C15) ntin OW SreJay) j MrHaw 9 3 .. HDar< 

6 21-603 BUOFIIAN(USAI{191(HRHmnceRBMSGnaOPQfa92 TQote3 

7 OHS XM»nMI(12)iBniHHA9»ar»LCU70i9O IW5 

B 431133 BM1Y SOUZA ^7} (0) (?) 9*3S Bdnfa ELee] U JchRSBXi 8 tl IWHwr7 

9 60-004 MARAlBOf) MAID (1^ (John SKffWBcn fi Sons Hrfcnr] R Fahey B 9 R Wfnatoo (7) 2 1 

10 -0B1U FMfiNL [40) (ftmela. Lttf fttiaxi d Srilkrf) M Tar»*ns Rfl ...H Horey (3) 10 

-10 dadarsd- 

BEnwe 100-30 Harfta*^ 7-2 Dmpour, 4-1 HnwnfaiB.ft-lFsDfeM, B-1 Darcy. UM. AictfcOtt. 
BaBy Sous, 14-1 He Of Mao, 16-1 ItaraOma Maid, 2M lydKy 
1996: Arstten Stay 38 4 0 Haneon 10-11 far CLod Haw®ton) Oram 161 U ran 
FORM GUIDE 

DAMPOUR is a gnu bet now thar he’s stepped up to 12 fartongs. He cams from almost 
last place to Hitlwa bwnd Labeq and Ha)r at Newmarket (lm 21) 12 days agi-fflat inn 
coming after he suffered m^or traffic problems when fawufte in the Sondown race won 
oy flaowbUy, who was tour places behind Darapour at Newmarket. Being a sort of Fttiy 
king, Danpour a vatuaily pimntaad » act weB m Ohs soft ground. Heritage Impressed 
me a lot ntien he tended the Khg Georgs V Handicap at Royal Ascot erd the pound wos , 
faster when he Med seventh nzareteska in the Old Newton Cup. But Darapour is favoured I 
prong 7 Bl lire Heritage, Honourable Is wfthour FranMe Detton after his tag wn. Up 7to 
tor beating Penson Fund at the Ebor meetmfc Honourable Is ateo on a softer surface. Dar- 
egr wm bi the rock betand HonowiUs rfter piAng much too ham h Ms Jrst-tme vmr. 
Darcy has ftxmm soft sound and maeia Honourable 9b better wdh ihe headgear remoMd. 1 
Windsor debut winner Arctic Owl and fate Of Man both have a bit to prove an toft ground, 
while Baly Souza would not appear good anougl m ths grade. Fantal was a shade for- 
tunate to beat the unlucky- iwunring Enlisted at Redcar last time. Fantal s prawn In the 
ffvuntl and wants ttm tongar tnp, bur Dafapour tote a tw better class, afde Ma r a thon 
Maid ana lydtty (showed nothing In the soft in the Lbtgfteld Gate Trial) may also find Dara- 
pour too ®J0d far them. S el ect ion: DARAPOUR 

lA 'i n) AC5AC NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS C) £1X^000 added 2YO 
lm Penalty Value £8/180 

1 51225 SJfflOTH SAXMG (90) (A R Parrii) K IttAjUtoS 7 IFbrt»3 

2 41 CARSftTHEHAS(7{6(Atfnsavi3talou]PCae31Q: T Otto 8 

3 213542 fffltSTBRIJGE[13}flBsy)MWEasfflt»88 KMkXT 

4 242 HATATA (16| Nasb) N (fabgwn B 7 C UmOmi IS) M 

5 0316 DEFdaEF [S4) ID C Sauy W Skrey 8 6 SSaodenU 

6 00UD0 BBtRWES(23)(AreionyFV&Jeaiy)RitAi9onHou0nn83 ADMy(5)l 

7 1009 BALANCE TIE BOOIB ml (Q (Mdtanrefl Scnan RH3mcrS2 H Roberts 8 

B 314 SMUGfflSD(lR@tEveFfaiiTird)TEasiaf]ir02 LOmootXXi 

9 563 SADDLERS' ROC (UgiRM Font Raangl BINs 81 G Hod 15 

10 360320 MAMQRA BAY (33) (Oanl J hWer) M Tonyens 7 13 M Hemy (3) 9 

11 040 N0BUDBNAND(USA){1Q (MaAtsmlEl M«Jlfan9ilenTl2 R Rrcndi (3)2 

12 00101? ACH> TEST OWlAJdsVPatncMW ter 712 JtHdMn|9}14 

13 333004 1AKELAHD PMDE (6) (J G Wtnet PBmTIO A McCufliy (7) ID B 

14 0451 CHASM (17) U B Wend A Batey 7 10 

15 000 ROCXEnB(22)lBamnASK5 0axlS20d4 JW9GIB7 10 P ftaey (3) 12 B 

16 05414 MISS IIADt StREET (21} (Matt Street tonnotftoUJQunn 7 10 Pfaadqr(7)7 

17 OCHA) !MCI5(WG(29)(ltobSReCblMG0tt0)d7U) FNorimSV 

18-- -S0400 IHE CAJME ROVffi (291 tm E RMjkJ) M W E asJmtiy 1 10 R1Mntaa(7)4 

-lBdectared- 

Mnlmum «^ic 7sf lafc True hwnScap Chaste 7a 8ft. RoUHie 7a 5*1 Miss Matt Sms* 7a 
3fc Ittneonr* 7sf at), Ih” CSnnfe Rover 7a. 

KfTffife 7-3 Cany The Rag, M Daeoetoe, B-1 Start Mfled, (table Domto, BateaccIhQ 
Books, SaddtaF Roe, 13-1 Made*, Add Test, Ikst Bridge, 184 Ban Qms, Ctaslre, Rochstb, 
Mtaa Ufb Stroot, Maman Bay, Smooth Safog, 20-1 otlim 
1996: General's Star 2 8 10 K Deney 4-1 (M StouK) (71 11 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Smooth Sailing, gelded since his latest start, keeps the weights down thus enaUng Cor- 
ry The nag to shouUer a managsble 8st lOfo. Paul Cole's charge has the form to fake 
the beating after running Beta Fact to three lengtns on his data* at Goodwood. Cany The 
Flag landed the odds when stepped up to sewn furlongs at TWrek ana the form was flwn 
a geauwoa w4wn the s econd . Bobbydasfe, won the Mg staying nursery at Newcastle 11 
days agp. But simply GIFTED & progressing well, he pits 8® from Paul Cote's charge ana 
snould do well tor this extra Wong after Ms staying -on tourth toOptmssoc at ths Ebor meet- 
ing. Also, If Sick As A Parrot (In the nidq ran up to ms form n mat race. Simply Gifted 
should have nodwig to tear from Add Toot and (Wanes 77m Books, who «*wb dose bo- , 
fund Sick As A (farm at Newmarket test month. Connections knew mat DMcee&ea murid 
go In the bad pound at Newcastle (Oft m June and the gakfing duly tended the gamble. 
The faster poind was against him new Wne and Deeoeebee has a leading chance bock In 
the soft with hb dam being a verier over this trip. Saddlers’ Roe has shwm abHhy m maid- 
ens and from a yard that has to be greatly respected In staying nuraeires-AftBr Ihe (fain 
gang so dose against Bobbydazde at New ca stle. Mh» Main Steel stays we* end has a 
gpod tdaimw aboard and Noble Demand ts a possible tor the frame In the hands of Rtys- 
ton FTrench. Hint Bridge has twice (unshed behind (Rand Estate, who was thrash ed by 
Deeceebee at Newcastle. Setectfrac SIMPLY GffTED 

\A'A'n\ PRINCE OF WALES’S REGIMENT OF TORKStflRE MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £8£00 added 3YO lm £6408 

1 BOB (WtJWS MansonJ RAjhnsai tartan 90 — f Add 2 

2 BIBBAND (SteMi UoTehtimD D irute 9 0 RCodmei 

3 0 FUQnSDW (Z4) Ood fliaendar Hope) L Curorn 9 0 ft Ftem* (3) 6 

4 0 I SEE YOU SYDNEY (AllS) (246) (K S Lae) M Wgase 9 0 KDntey7 

5 3 MACARBO (12) (BF) ISheMt Maremnetl) I GaaKn90 GMadS 

6 206303 PRSBIT CHANGE (34) (ten (tone) BMtJtoon90 JF0rtm4 

7 SAH FRANCISCO ICi^ Reed] CThantan 90 Jteaa UcKean 8 

8 04 SOUR STORM CM2HTF Kansj MM90 MM»8 

9 0-0 B&GUMEflSA) (34) (tod Hand De tWkkn) W Jwv& 8 9 W Ryans 

-SdMtoed- 

BETTBIG: 5-2 Present Cttaaca, 3-1 Sake Stum, 4-1 ttearibck B-1 Ftoristm, 10-1 Bob Knows. Bi^(- I 
and, 12-1 Bopto, 14-1 Saa Ffantoo, 2S-1 1 See Yon Sydney 
1996s vat Guq> 9 0 G DuAeld 5-2 It far (B McMahon) drasn (3) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

PRESENT CHANCE is Horn tear year's wnwng stable and with a pxtt mod to Stacfoattack 
rat the course to ha name. Th*d to Hot at Think last time, he had BegMtoa a tong way 
behind him and also Royaie Rose, who went on to beat Macarfbo at Newmarket Solar 
Storm, tourth to Snawaf at Newmarket to Apr!, hasn't raced since but should like the ground, 
as should die Faiiy Krg colt H or te t aa , who was unplaced to nis ststotemata Dr Mattens at 
Windsor. Setocttorr PRESENT CHANCE 

lef'inl EQUITY RACING SCHOOLS APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS 
L™rJ E) £5,000 added lm 2f 89yds Penalty value £17323 

1 033601 RASXra.(B(CI9(PeransHafa^&5»agHPE*are710 5(5ea AMcCartbyB 

2 306 YERSAnm(22)6toCnrie)RJonntoHougto4ei3 F Lynch 3 

3 00031 BONANZA PBUl (USA) (28) (D) (GOwn&JCedt luks J Ceci 4 99 RHaritalS 

4 0-3346 VOlA PRQUEHE (51 (C) (BWGalai P Mwphy 599 RMMcn2 

5 OBS? SNMBAOUISD dot (H HA& L Q/rwi 397 ft tax* 20 

6 -15142 ABSOUIIE UBERIY R1SA) 07) (0) ndn Csfagnn} S Wnb 3 9 4 ...JIBfadB 

7 001450 UMRSCX LADY (21) (DflS PKc&crd B Rodteef 39 1 tana tttnds 12 

8 416300 TONNEBRE PS) OR llai Gisej B McMfron 5 9 1 FBsyla(3)22 

9 241023 GDUI DESME (S] (CD) (Norih^te Lo49 Ifaratg CMH M Bniori 7 9 0 SOsppU 

10 000310 BOLD® ACE (IS) (GDJlnfenR£pCa4 8l3 PBratey (3)1E 

11 653244 LBF IHE LUCKY (USA] (28) (Hss B Dmtuy) Mds S Hd 6 8 11 KMmkyWrtlS 

12 422120 I0M HOUEY (lft) (D) UM Bales poodpodo US G L teoe 4 8 11 DC<«Hb4 

13 00204 KAMSUA (114 (D VC Ropen D Snrrih 4 8 10 P Fancy 21 

14 566&0 OBUUCL NEWS |1S} |D) 9t Mdnlsl DShaa 788 ODtoylO 

15 -22601 RAKorat QUEST (8) ffAiCESOTectBa Parmeffinpi J L 5 8 6 15ed D Q uae re) 6 

16 2-0000 DAZ2Unsn»C(£q(ERaaiUdyHoies38 5 IHfaU 

17 200602 SAIBMOOR DENN (19) (S R Bnmg) S Baamg 10 B 4 CTM0W1T 

IB &043Q HUtBtoPSE (21) «9iiw Daday Rinnashpl A Maretond 4 a 2 XShed7 

19 660004 REMMBDT 02) (Ms Shate MUrel D Metals 4 7 12 IDariaaffil 

20 364500 WELCOME HOME (5) <Meto$r9u] Untied! P Data 3 7 12 RBMaad(8)8 

21 5636*0 BAUY WONDER (15) (N Urn) H CDtePOff 5 712 DWfaat(3)L3 

22 033055 6GtU ROBStTO (2S) UWAliRIning) JGdCte 3 7 11 IMcANeyPlU 

-22dedarad- 

BEUMft 4-1 ShretadNld, 8-lBsaanza Pto, AbsototoUbartr, GoU Oestot, Madaor ftoaat 1*1 
Ifasayel, VbOa Pnaalera, Sandmoor Denka, 14-1 eibara 
1996: Gtid Desn 6 8 5 R teBen 12-1 IM Bnttani tow (11) 19 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

VOILA PREMdEC. a wiiner here last backend when with Meik TompMns. looks ready to 
taka the boating a^ln after nts scan to Cugna at Sandown last Saturday. Tomerre. a win- 
ntng^Wlng m the mud, nes ha ground hr the feat tamo awe ha beat HB Farm Btoes at 
Nottangwn In June. Luca Curran's Nyyv? Shift maiden Stwrtradarid ran weS when con- 
ceding lumps ot weight to the progressive Tpperary Sunset at Ripen last week. Ths tinv- 
er surface should heap and he has a chance at the weights of ravening Newmariret fomi 
btfWtd Mutadanra with Gold Dwrire, wta also eeems a leading player today after winning 
me race last year. UmW* Lady and Jana HoBey era others hare with the pound nthw 

favour, ouuhe Surface s a aught worry consenting RaMeer Qoeat. DpzAg Stem coud 
go well on this ground. Swteedon: VCBLA PREMIERE 


-JtthtatsB 

KDeriay9 

— JCaicRB 

NDav4 

TQtto3 

I Bald 5 

— I Weaver 7 


in 1995, was suspended for the 
remainder of the Del Mar 
meeting by the stewards after in- 
vestigation of the incident 
His licence was placed under 
probation for a year and was di- 
rected to seek counselling for 
“impulsive behaviour and anger 
management". 


Media Star has been installed 
as the 12-1 favourite with the 
sponsors for the Tote Cesare- 
witch at Newmarket on 18 Oc- 
tober, for which the weights 
were published yesterday. 

John Dunlop's Mawared. un- 
beaten in his last four starts, is 
one of four on 14-1. Media Star, 


who just failed to complete a 
five- tinier when a neck behind 
Ear Ahead in the Ebor, has been 
allot ed 9st lib for the maiathon. 
Mawared has 8st 1 21b. 

Tote 12-1 Medie Star. 14-lMewared.R&ir 
Man. Top Ohs & Vatefftae, IB-1 Bonsey. 
Motet, Sausano Bay & mee Cheers. 20-1 
Canon Can. Captan Jack, tocncatnocft. Jazz 
Nr® & Shaft Of L&K. 25-1 others. 




HYPERION 

2L20 Savoury Z50 CaTJXJro 3^0 Nsmoushka 
3£0 La MoiSste 4^20 Samraan 4*50 Supreme 
Thought 5.20 Sahara 

GOING: Good (Good lo Soft in pbres). 

STALLS: Par Me. DBAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Right-hand come, mainly uptiDl and testing. 

■ Cause »3raSWnfcityoff A3094.SLuuon3ra. Bus service Lo 
course. ADMISSION; Members Sin; Tttu-mfe SO; Cause En- 
cfrisare 14 (accompanied under- ffia (heel. CAB PAB& Ree. 

■ LEADING TRAINEES: S Brnmon 41 from *lt) (12.144), J 
Dwnlop ^0 tem 128(irift4b], I Balding 1 6 from 120 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Fat Eddery 28 from lift (21.1%). L 
Dettori 20 from 100 (23J)%). T Quinn 24 from 1G6 (15.4%). 
FAVOURITES.- IG6 wire in 444 races (R4DH] 

BUNKERED msT DMB« BaMen Prophets 14,60); Stan* Stock 
(vbowd) (LEO). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Cross The Border l-l J>0) 
won al Muanflugh on Thoraday. 

LONG-DKTANCE RUNNERS: Com TWe Border (4l50) seta 
ndleaby D WAoBs from Sreaay, NL Yoctov 


[o' OA I QUDHAMPTON MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) (DIV I) £4y500 added 2YD fiUes 7f 

1 0 AMUEL (USA) (20) I Baking 8 11 IQnte7 

2 0 BEMYGBa.(lB)CWa811^ AMcOoMl 

3 05 CANTONESE (USA) (16JR CKrtui 8 11 -JPaMEMiy 12 

4 FLAWLESS Sr M Aeku 8 11 GDWMdll 

5 200022 JUH>(239(Bf)HHamco8U Mn-tfa Dnyv 8 

6 0 LDUBM UWE PQ) A Noreontie 8 11 SDnaa] 

7 HUnatMSkxaeBll D Holland 14 

8 HOCIURNEJ HfeBll AChrt2 

9 MftADBESOUL(USA)DLoderBll B Cater 4 

10 POtyBUEbyKtonrayBU DOTJoaoiiorfft 9 

11 04 QUIZ SHOW (48) Hitmen flU Dans OftoN 13 

12 563 RnrmtU)BHa«uyBU DeteM6 

13 SAVOURY J Dufop 8 11 NJKkmU 

14 4 STAR 0F1TE COURSE 02} P Cole B 11 OParftflD 

15 HOBO OF JOT ft Oaten 811 TSpatnel5 

16 3 YANABI (USA) (37)PW3h>$nail RMkiS 

-ISdadaied. 

BEJIMG: B-t YanaM, S-l Quiz Stew, 13^2 7-1 teted, 8-1 R»w- 

Ibb, Pmdlsa Snd, UW. IHktrb. Worid Of Joy, 12-1 Cantrawct, 16-1 
Sfar Of Tin Como. 20-1 Be My Sri, Noctcme. tanM, 25-1 Poly Bkie, 
SO-lUnDtoLano 

[O cn l WINTERBOURNE HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3^300 added lm 

1 000000 5BSmPIIY(Fq(21)BRMNiiai4911 ,TSpiaire2 

2 3001S2 SRGARDBfp2)(D}JOfinan499J)01)aDcAWI91S 

3 -06120 DUlflNEA(4Q(C)IBddng399 Marita Dwyer (3)11 

4 110545 CKVORO (22) (D) G BdUmg49 7 S Drawna 9 

5 015000 ZB9tmW(OIVt*n*?97 jOOMtUlB 

6 2450-6 EXPtOSftfE POWER (243) G Barev 6 9 7 MAanern 

7 410466 C0NFn0«THtll2)raSDawB9& OPailirB 

; 8 66255 SAJi)C«YllJSA)(S«) Rftenrwi396 PDoM»{7)l 

9 -43500 MASIBt»BM(99(a9NBabro9595_VStanqf4« 

10 260113 CMSETOWf FUER (9B) (CQJ N Btaiy 3 9 5 RMM>12 

U 004 HEVER GDtF MAGK (US) T J NaAjlin 3 9 5 

13 430131 GMOMNffiluSA) (24) 

13 OOO HMKSULIBaff(12)tteAte«39A£Wa!tanio<tal5 

M 43605 PARSA (USA) CQf) J IXrtap 4 9 4 MJKtaam7 

15 60102' PTENOHAMOSS (706) (D) D AitMhnat 9 9 3~-D Haland 0 
IB 71605 WHL D8AWN (41) (D) H Candy 493 NAriams8 

17 03-331 IVOR'S DEED (99) Gay fefetay 4 g 3. JUM»|3|1C 

U 652002 CUWDSHBLL(FR}(8)RHinnon4S3 — DnieOTtaB17V 

-Utfeciared- 

BEnwfi: S-l CtityoiD, 13-2 Gold lam, 7-1 Diddaaa, 8-1 Imfa Daad, 
CtaodsW, 10-lSli Gantan, CteKtaenFftaq 12-lCrelnintac, lAinua, 
Hater GoV Matfe. Sand Cay, 3S-1 Wal Dram, Maitar AW41, 20-1 Zm- 
matt, Praaosmiui*, Seroniftity, 2S-1 ottwra 

ps-gSl DKK POOLE STAKES (CLASS B) £10)000 

y 1 added 2YD fitSes 6f 

1 131 HDH CM W (66) m M Bel 9 1 R KBs2 

2 1 MWOUSfeiA (34) (D) ft HtmrS 13 FtaJ Eddery 4 

3 02214 CUXJDBERRY(U)BMedrai89 JAJRnaoel 

4 o DANCM WDIP(17) Gay Keto*ay89 GDufflett3 

5 21114 REGAL REVOUinaN (IS) (D) P tAbtayn B 9 IlnaeS 

-Sdectarad- 

BE7IING: 20-11 HnmoueUta, 3-2 Rtffl KawluUoa, 4-1 Ho CU Midi, S-Z 
Ctaodbeny, S-l Daoctag Waif 


j- Q EBF bQCKSONG HANDICAP (CLASS C) 

| AOil| £i5j)oo added filHes & mares 7f 

1 ai?w MfAYPOHT (33) (D) RChPrton* IDO 1 Sprat* 7 

2 43215 BKrSUHMU(USA)<S(ftmCBDtrati3910MJKkaM3 

3 63243 KJUa'<2S)DCJW*eC49fi CCwtarS 

4 -41030 SAPLESS P6) (D) N Oshon 3 9 4 DPater8 

5 030300 ZHM ZONK (48) (D) B Mecfan 5 9 0 UTaHRAlS 

B 610540 SACA KEY SK£A (16) M Charon 390 A E*fc»y (7) 4 

7 223600 PAID BUNCO SL Moot 6 B 13 GMMdl7 

8 216610 HJItlAANL(12)<nPW9lMtn4Bll DMmdlfl 

9 002451 KIO OF UGHT (LQ (D) R Guest 4 8 9 AVHMIia(3)13 

10 100122 LAMQDBIE11ID GayMewaj 485 — D ODoeotoa P) 12 

11 110124 SWEETHHUSUOM (87) (D| (RF) Uxf HurVBtol 4 S 6 — 

. M hmmi pj 5 

12 014150 OUT UHE (U) Oft M MedflMCk 5 8 6 DHaOlMS 

13 0365S ASHBY HR1 (99) (C) R taw 66 5 AOukU. 

14 61325 COMANCHE OOWMMNpS) Oft TJ NaugtOD 781 

— AMcfloocM 

15 00OU3 TEA PATOY (04) WKC-fttw 4 81 Pad Editary IB 

16 40035 MBTYPORrr(iqiBUt*tg3 713 Martin Dwyar W 2 

17 0480 HBaMCA(5)GBMIng3 713 SDrocawlS 

-lTttactared- 

BETTBte 5-1 la Hotfata, MMfalyPoltro B-lSwnd WHImlna, Steep- 
le»i B-1 Maftaano, KM Of Ufa, Ifrl Whypatil. CanmcfM Canpan- 
laa, BM Stem, 12-1 Tea Party, Yeiey. 14-1 State Ray SDca, IB-1 Ort 
Una. Palo Item, 20-1 Mm 

nTwil SALISBURY FESTIVAL STAKES (CLASS C) 

( £75oo addod lm 6f 

1 44-200 BAHAMANSUH9ME(34){D)RNefiurti 694.0Preler4 

2 20110- BBftBMBL(33fi gftMSBUa494 M]IQdbm3 

3 064562 SAMRAAN gBA)[U)(C0|JDuiKp494 G Cate 2 

4 -3004U GMKA (14) JMRre 6 8 13 YStattaylV 

_ 4 dndvnd — 

BEITlNfe 8-11 Samram, 114 BcteetaaSUwUna, S-l Oerimafl, 200-1 
Qtaka 

fg-m BLANDFDRD HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
l**- ol/ l £&000 added 5f 

1 605100 SPB«XR(U){lftPlfais8fil3 MJ Hama 12 

2 134000 EASIHW PROPHETS (12) (D) Gins 4 9 UPaal Eddery SB 

3 46045 UJWNC AND RRflNG {27) (DJHQwJi' 3 9 12 __G Carter 13 

4 11330- UXMHEME(320)CWtl5911 JIMi7 

5 029005 LORDWOHADHRAL(2S)(D)llH-9s999_8DiomlO 
a 161131 CROSS THE BCRDBI (7) (D) D ffchcfls 4 9 6Atax Beam 5 

7 23-340 WCACRES(U«||D)NBattiaff695 ACtarit20V 

8 104524 BRAMBUBEAHQ4) 3ft (BRHBbnsh3X)354__JQten 6 

9 2D41G6 C0RnCHEQUE5r(Rgl) MOtennon 492 JtEddary (7)tL 

10 . 039035 SRJQRMRNCUE(12)MM392 G BhAmt (5) 3 

11 030560 S0NGSHEErm(nuSaundB491.-PPMMpliy(E17 

12 062004 BEAUVBmiREtl5MD|Bnita«9813 TSpotelS 

13 342615 HAlFITOC(miftRRoMr5 8U}-_-JtanaOrMM4e 

14 550-51 BUPREMElH0UftHr(Z7)(C)LGC0Brel589-JICte|taB 

15 305600 WGHD0IMM(28}(CD|Ja»in«BB9--AmteSl(7)l 

IS 328050 MAREMOflfl) JAMUSL3B9 Jlfebtatt2 

17 330040 S»BB0'(mOI8Mrtfaai588 JIMeGtealS 

18 500002 HEXVBRJ MBS (22) (Ift J MEfr 3 8 3 — GIMBaldlSB 

19 004012 «UGENAflYE(8)BftRC-Bow480Jte*iDajer!aiSB 

20 093500 SHARP 5TOCK{EQRHKmi480 AMackayl4V 

-20dadared~ 

BETTWa: 7-2 Croce Tte Border, 7>lStenmllHM«it.»liiMfHWiAd- 
■Inl, 10-lSprwder, Brarobie Bear. SreerbR, Haawady Mtac. VHam Na- 

Bm, 12-1 othtn 

fconl QUBHAMPTON MADEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) (DIV H) £4^00 added 2Y0 fBfies 7f 

1 AKARTOt B Mctfahan 8 11 A Mackey 10 

2 BUE GENTIAN (USA) ROisttqnSll MlXtatoB 

3 0 CARAWAY (ID) R Chafttr 8 11 .TSpnlna 

4 0 HBIPnS DANCER (43) J HAS 8U A Oak 14 

5 00 WSCMff MARERC18)WMur811— .Jktarttoltayat(3)7 

6 0 MSS DtlETANIE (iq R JHommn 811 —MEddayl 

7 0 WS MOOES (46) MUter 8 U IMarikaU 

8 ICBLWHatiBU R Mb 11 

9 RED RABBIT B tfc B 17 DHoSaedS 

TO SAHARA P Cole fill GDtAH2 

11 0 SPECIAL TREAT (37) D Tata 8 11 GCartarU 

12 04 SPnrOFTHEIBECUftPQAiBU — EtaWd OTtaH (7) 15 

13 0 SWHT DREAMS (21) JQr*p 811 

14 02 THEME TONE (Sty Or J Sea# 811 1 fate 12 

15 TWER Hannon 8 11 ..-. — DmmtetyS 

BEITMG: 4-1 NaM, 5-1 Satea, B-1 Bka GanUan, 7-1 Spirit Of Ite We, 
SpeiMntiaLS-LCuwM.auRtetenTtylG-lfaHMtllroatoMim- 
pte Dancer, 12-iTbeere Itea, 1*-1 Itee DMeterte, 38-1 often 


HYPERION 

2.30 Irkutsk 3.00 Twflight Steep 330 Gaiata- 
sori Jane 4 j 00 Kybo’s Revenge 430 Jazzy Re- 
frain 530 Little Hooligan 


GOING: Good (fioxf to Finn In place*, watering}. 

■ Left-hand hurdle course: Bgure-oOfcghl draw course. 

■ Caunre In 8 of village al Junction of A2S and A27. Bwmhun 
•nation 2m. ADMISSION: iTubSU: Junior Qoli( 12 to 15-yean- 
aldai under 13a free TtocrsaltaSSjfflverRinc 44. GAR PARK: 
Pirtiic area £4 ph» 14 for each occupani: remainder free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J GrtTord Li 1 front 1 06(1118%), It Hock- 
Icy 1 4 front ( JTi.5%) , M Pipe 14 from Gl (23%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P HUe ID from 85 (22.4%), A F Mc- 
Coy 17 CTOin 82 (20.7%), A Kggnte 17 limn 02 (isjvyfcj. 
FAVOaRTTESs 1 08 wire In .376 races (44 AH) 

BUNKElBa) HRSTT 33MB: Bayknd Priwoo ivtofcdi fatanfc 

liaoj: Rmte Boy r 460): ATO1 OThe Rapt (660), Sprig MMHn iLDO). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LmC-UISTANCS BVNNKSS: Green Back I'SMi A No We 
Cofawas 1 0J0)ecta 20-1 nalrel^SGitfBilia Irem NaatiwedIB. DyfcrL 

b on l PONTWELL PARK SELLING HURDLE 
<g - ou (CLASS G) E2A00 added 2m Of llOwte 

1 13912 MKUI5X IUSA) (Uft (Bf) Mftpe6U5 A P McCoy B 

2 46P3-2 UZK (USA) (10) J JasqJi 8 11 5 jCUaMyn 

3 314PA DRAG0NM6T (ID) J ft Be9 7 110 SCmB 

4 QQ030 BATLORD PiBCE (31) MIA Em 9 10 12 j 

SopMe Wctel (ty V 

5 2JFF-2 BUfE ROSETTE (M) M awppafO 810 12 RTOnret 

G HUCK (F2/«a S Gnrtms 9 10 12 MAHttyerte 

7 3-FB34 WSH D0RMMN (28) A Hottia 7 16 12 ROMM 

8 620547 NEIfitOID (FUft (BF) P Rtchen6 7 10 12 M Ahem 

9 LAW HARGAiETTA R SrnpEcn 6 10 7 PlidewMa 

-Sdeetarad- 

BEnWfe 46 Maitsk, 6-1 Bfae Roaeos. 13-2 MHg, 8-1 Dragoaato, 10-1 
Bqilafd fttace, 12-1 Mth famdtden, 20-1 kerorott, 33-1 ottera 

nn l AWBERLEY NOVICE CLAIMING HURDLE 
l AUU l (CLASS F) £2jGOO added 2m 2f llOytis 

1 V KARAEH (F16) R ffSlfrvan 7 12 0 GUMMftn 

2 1 TWUGHT SLEEP (USA) (ID) U Ftpo 5 17 0 APMeCoy 

3 Rf ABUALHEW(F91DWGMltena-6115 I Power (71 

4 0606 SOUSOUWSmYOa)CWteJDn61l5 — MRUanb 

5 06220/ rstSAia (F2C) (Bty M MadgadiS 11 2 AH«ta 

6 G25-51 HE KNOWS THE RUES (10) (CO) R Butter 5 10 13 SPOwel 

7 53 1AIBAN (USA) (ID) Nlanau 51013— CWefebffi) 

B 05P MRS Krai (Xty JR Best. 4 JO 9 - DFotttB) 

9 SUSSEX G0RSE (FID J loqg 6 10 7 ... laaaniag 

1ft P- DRAMOTC ACT (303) A Kobta 4 10 G ROwr 

U 64B« DUBM D0UT (31) J lUfti 4 10 9 SComn 

13 2-3223 DANE ROSE (U) M ShcpoaaJ 11 10 2 RJOtaaoo 

13 P mm (iS) J Jerfcns 6 10 2 MAbm 

14 4 CARDHF5CH0ICEnffiPQsdes410Q BFaotsa 

15 3 MRS DRUWWND (lift G McCouT 4 160 ffHnM 

-15 declared- 

BETTING: W TMH0H Sfaap. 9>2 He ten The Rides, B-1 Dbm Rose, 
10-1 DUM My, 14-1 TOngHi, Karachi. Mre Dnmnd, 16-1 ethos 


pS-Qra] LfTTLEHAMPlON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
^1 E) £4^00 added 3m 2f 110yds 

1 11-F21 GAUtnsanJAIC(ty(C|PM''<oas7U0 A P McCoy 

2 04-223 JOHN H06a(tyHManreB 111012 -Sftataa 

3 (001/3 PALUKHAM STAR (15) L Wets 7 1ft 12 Altonte 

4 P4140- MADHIEPRESUENT(lBty(C)CM(>tadi61ft7.CRIaada 

-4 de tte e d - 

BETIWB: 4-7 Brtataaati Jana, 2-1 Had— Pietidret, 10-1 PaMnghm 
Star, 20 -Uofw Roger 

f lnn l HIGHWflY NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
^1 (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 6f 130yUs 

1 3r46P NORTH GEAR (MftGMcGoot 5 LL 12 Dffatt(ty 

2 00073 BOMAUTO (FIS) M Btatshod 7 11 12 DfMfagter 

-3 0(05-2 BtAIW(Xnumsr(2G)M5sSWteJri71110APMcOwV 

4 43-641 GERRTB PHHtt (10) (Oft J IMns 6 11 B (let) _A Ma0dre 

5 06P52- RWS REVBHE P*7) B Rtare G114 DCnUSut 

9 P345-1 RDTITS BOY (B9) Mfes A EntihcoG 8 11 4 RJoteareB 

7 HJ3&1 DAUmBUUaiMBad9UU4i7HJHMVfitataA(7) 

T itailwad 

BEnwe 114 BtotantOtotont, 7-a Rreaftoh 4-1 Ratte Boy, IM Ger 
ijfe Pride, 6-2 Datphta Btaa, XM tyiteh Rawagay 144 Noift Boar 

[/Toni CHICHESTER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
B &5A00 added 2m 3f . 

1 096-31 JA2ZrREFRABI(4tyLVftfc 7 120 AMaefae 

2 234PWI STADMNS IAD(Uft (CD) flOuiB 12 11 12 DMonfa 

3 2P2U- CBACXUHB FRQSI (101) Mra D (fane 9 11 1 JFTUsy 

4 51426- BBH0PSCASIU(117)ffiF)flFrat91O13j*-AHo*toMh 

5 -30P51 WAUSKTALLItyT McGoavn 6 107 APMeCoy 

6 4-5335 HALHAM TARN ClB) H Warneis7 1ft 0 SCtenn 

7 6BU4-3 VRirSYANnaiUlftPCfalelllOO BFretaa 

8 40P4.2 FUMBtGMVBt(10)NRMkjiallllftO ABatrettyB 

-8 dedarad- 

ASnfciwm twjffit jOsl Tree hnflev ne(gMr Mar Tan 3a Zb Wctay 
Awwn Sa Tfc honfag fther te lit 

BETTBtG: M JtaQy IMnla, 4-1 Vfaktag TM, S-L Cracking Rtwt, 11-2 
BMrope Castta, 61 Hatan Tara, 10-1 St Attaoi 1*4 iza. attars 

reftivl CONDTIIONAL JOCKEYS HTJAP HURDLE 
l~!£] (OASS F) £2^00 added 2m 2f UOyds 

1 3243-0 GONE BY (8) (Q JJakraBUO DTMaatm(7) 

2 3UTO- HOBUCOU)(RS[UtySGdl«tB4na RlhOrtto 

3 22-tW MU 07NE RAGS (lift MS 0 Km 8 112 GHD0BB 

4 52P20- SHRAM (F1SE) ffilft R Dlekai 4 11 1 XAtqwra 

G 0B2RR- YEUjOW DRAGON H47) BPeBnx4lftU-MDBltMcr{tyB 

8 -P4632 TOUCH SEVER (IS) (C) H Hmai 7 10 12 —A Doataty (9 

7 21H30- VERUAM fflty J Jertans 4 1012 Dtatt 

8 2266F GAME IMLBMIA (U) J MAV61Q5 PHeatay 

9 44500- UniEHCKIuaAit(203)S rrtgafilOO— DJ AreampB 

10 000-13 SUCmySPBftN.nDPini510Q R Matey 

11 236W SHBC MllSUft (3D DGataki 6 100 -^Soptla HBchaB B 

ARntim n: lOfl. Tna ne^ds: Styttft SpecM Rd 7a. fang Miadn 9a 7fc 
BE7IWC 3-1 Carre D&iiraa, 4-1 Toocti Staat, 11-2 Ntote Oeioias, 61 

StygMyGteoLUShiM, SfalGm DK Vtrtdaak mMM Oita Rite, 

16-1 LRtfa Honflren, YaSrer Dndon, 26-1 SniE lluafrt 


RACING RESULTS 


X40t 1. DUKE ACTION ILCtBirociO 6-1: 
2. Return Of Amin 10- L 3. Prtooa Dome 
12-1. 15 ran- 4-1 fav ElflafU iBlhi. 8, nk. (T 
Eastefby. MaROnj. Tote £12.60; £3.60, 
£3.70. £&9tt OF: LA8J20. CSF: £70. 76. Tn- 
cast £67307. Trio: £L340^0: £226.62 ear- 
ned forward to York 2.40 today. 

4Jftr. L THERHEA (A Whelan) 13-2 fate 
2. NfcK Of Owe 20 1; 3. hr Yoor EyOt 
Only 15-2; 4. Begon«20-1. 22 ran. L IV- 
(B R Mfanan. Cu tampion j. Tote £6.60: 
£130, £5.10, £2 JO, E7J90. DF: £91.70. 
CSF: £146.81. Trtcasi: £997.77. Tno: 
£493J30. NFC SpKfaf-K. 

4j40sl.DClSAHURean5^tav;2.Sh>- 
dlann5-L*3.BaiCanto ld-1. 10 ran. 8. 6. 
(M Stoulfi. NewmaitreU. TMe £2 JO; £1 JO. 
£1.70, £38 0. DF: £5-10. CSf: £7.02. 


5JO: 1. A8S0UITU SMRKLM (K Dar- 
by) 12-1; 2. EtftdtyWnoe** 11-4; 3. Bering 
Gtftx5-4fav.fi ran. 4. 5. (L Cumah. New- 
martreo. Tote £10.40; £2.50. LL60. DF; 
£14.30. CSF: £42.62. Tna £5460. 
Jackpot: Not won; £10,702.01 earned tor- 
waw to Yota today. 

PfaCtipofc L119JO. Quadpot £119.70. 
Place ft £200.13. Plaw ft. £140.15. 

BRIGHTON 

2J(fcl-BUSS OQwwy 50-1: 2. Gold- 
en Strategy 6-1; 3. Ok John 14- L 11 ran. 

5-2 fav FtdWae. Y*. Y‘. (Mre N Dutfieto. 
Seaton]. Tote: £70.40; £0.90. £1,90, 
£330. DF: £229.70. CSF: £26&6& Tfaasu 
13,514.75. Tna £205.40. Nft Poeno.The 
Boy John. The Bay John ilO-l) waawfttnkwm 


not under orders. Rule 4 applies to 41 beta, 
iMduaton of 5o in the pound. 

£50: 1. HASTY CAY U F £gar) 2-1 fav; 
2. SqjfuW 14-1; 3. Mart Fofl Of Seel 8-1. 
10 mo. 1'A 2 (S nw. ftawn). Tote £270; 
£130. £4.30, £230. DF: £15.40. CSF: 
£2g.94. Tno: £60.00. 

WONT FORGET ME It) 7-1 
CO far, 2. CteMte Lad 8-L S. Jaa Stager 
15-2 16 ran. 7-lCOfavs tube’s Crackar, 
Mary lqu. Shanth). IVj, 1V<. (M Tomphna, 
Nmnfarirat). Tote £&70; £330, £320, 
£3.40. DF: £2630. CSF: £60.44. Trim 
£105.90. 

5L BOLD TINA (Dano O’Neil) 9-2; 
2. PotBe Donaeuaa 11-4 fav; 3. focSnirtVni 

6-L 12 ran- Vh, V*. (Rlfannon, Eaa Evw- 


leffthl-Tote £3.80: £150, £150. £220. . 
DF; £10.60. CSF: £17.78. Tno: £2530. NR: 
Mythtoel. 

*20: L WGHf WINK (W Ryan) 5-6 fav, 
2. OctetGrmnftL'3. Haind Stem 14-L 
9 ran. 9, 1Y*. (G L Moore, Sriffitan). Tote 
£190; £1.10, £2.00. £250. DF: £52acSP. 
£8.09. Tm £1650. 

«Ct L MONO 1ABY (A MeckfoO 12-1; 
2. Bathe In Light 10-U 3. Canon Street 
9-4 far. 12 ran. 4. 2 ‘/j. [D Haydn Jones, Pon- 
typridd). Tate £39,10: £4 JO. £4J50, £146 
DF: £144.70. CSF: £324.74, Trttswt: 
£345.06 Trio. £102.30. 

620c 1 ROMAN REEL (Mre JMcnrol 16-1 
2. Rlghty Ho 61 it tav. 6 Ootoor Oooraelar 
7-L 14 «n. 3-1 Jt fav FWa Major (4th), Nk. 


i'L (fi L Moore. Brighton), Tote: £12.10; 
£2.60. £2.70, £2.00. DF: £34.70. CSF: 
£5606 Tneast £351.26 Wo: £7660. NR: 
Madam Lucy. . 

PUtettoC £160-10. fajadpofr £13.76 
PTteo 6 £10629. Pface 5i £1799. 

NEWTON ABBOT 
£30: i. MMSAYAS (APMoCtw) ftUfafl 
2. Gonw^siaHi 6-5: 3. Nature Paribcted 
50 -l Smn. % dsL iF Joroan). Tote: £1-30; 
«-10, £3,10, DF; £146 CSR £3-73. 

3J»;L RUNNING DC CaaSYpP McCoy) 
4^9 faK a. toefadfa 4-lj 6 Svqfrte Event 
50-3. 8 ran, 13. dsL (M Pro). TOte £140; 
£1.10. £140. £620. DF; £2.70. CSR £2.76 
630: LfEDON OATS (N VrifcnttCD) 64; 
2. Grand Applaose 7-4 fav. 6 Can't Say 


25- L 7 ran. 13. 23. (Mbs V WAUsms). Tote 
£2.60; £1-80, £1.60. OF: £360. CSF; 
£528. NR: Wfth In The Woods. 

4LOO! 3. SHMARE IA P McCoy) 4-7 fav 
2. On Gm 10-3,' S- Ntfrt Thro ftL 6 
ran. 18, 14. IM Pipei. Tote £4.60; £3-10, 
£2.aa DR £740. CSF: £744- 
440:1. THE GOPHER (W Maratori) 7-2; 
2. StMtag To It 63: 1 Keep ItZfofMO 9>4 
fav, 5 ran. ?A, fast. (DWtotfe)-. Tolie £5.10; 
£L80, £2.00. DF: £1166 CSF: £1765. 

S5TO3.PMAMON (AM^ati 10-11 far, 
2. swung Moon 5-2: 6 Bodantraa 94. 
3 ran. Vj. 12. {P Etaaes). Tota: £240. DR 
£U5D. CSF! £622. 

Pt teapot £56.10. Quadpot: £2040. 
Race 6: £662, Place St £661. 


Four and 
eight on 
track for 
success 


Rowing 

HUGH MATHESON 
reporas fiom Lac Aiguebelette 

British competitors haw called 
for so end to lightweight 
rowing in major competitions. 
Senior oarsmen at tne World 
Championships here in France 
have asked Denis Oswald, pres- 
ident of the sport’s international 
governing body. Fisa, to with- 
draw lightweight status. 

“We don’t think- lightweight 
rowing has a part to play in the 
future of the sport as a whole 
and should be got rid of,” Greg 
Searie, Britain’s sculler and 
team captain, said. “Rowing 
needs changes to become more 
popular, which means scaling it 
down - streamlining it, if you 
like - to make it easier 10 watch 
and read about." 

Five more British crews 
shru gge d off the low cloud and 
wintry gloom here to move for- 
ward to either finals, or semi-fi- 
nals. The men’s coxed four and 
eight each raced dedsivefy to win 
their repechage and advance to 
the Hifitn final in the top four. 

The men’s eight had to take 
on a spare blade for the stroke. 
Ridcy Dunn, just before the 
start, when the composite han- 
dle of his own became loose. 
But the young and compara- 
tively inexperienced crew shook 
off any worries and followed 
their race plan to the letter. 

u We race 10 a standard plan 
but if someone takes a utile 
from us we don’t let them have 
any comfort," the cox, Christ- 
ian Cormack, said. “We keep 
grinding at people." 

There will be nothing to 
spare in Saturday's final when 
Romania, one of the heat win- 
ners, will be feeling the effects 
of doubling up in other events, 
and four other crews have fin- 
ished within a second of each 
other. The British eight is 
improving as the week goes on 
and should get the full benefits 
of training al high altitude. 

After a good start, the 
women's eight still found itself 
in fifth place after 50Om. The 
cox, Suzie HULs, called for the 
crew to find a rhythm and 10 re- 
lax and they began to move 
back through the field and had 
passed Belarus and Germany by 
naif-way for second place. In 
the last thousand the crew 
pulled up to Canada, finishing 
three seals down. 


King aims 
to avoid 
tension 

Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


Mary King and Ian Stark wfli be 
looking for trouble-free rides 
when they compete in the Blen- 
heim Vauxhall Monterey In- 
ternational Horse Trials, which 
begin today in Oxfordshire. 
Both are expected to be part of 
the quartet which defends the 
British team title at next week's 
European Open Champion- 
ships at BurgnJey. 

King will be on King William, 
as she attempts to repeat the 
Blenheim victory achieved last 
year with King Solomon IDL The 
horse has a reputation for de- 
molishing showjumping fences 
on important occasions, but he 
should not get as tense in the re- 
laxed atmosphere of Blenheim. 

Whereas King William has 
taken a step down the ladder, 
Stark’s mount. The Moose, is 
aiming towards the top. This gi- 
ant of IS hands went well 
enough when finishing ninth at 
Le Lion d’Angers last year to 
suggest that he may be a Bad- 
minton horse in the making. 

Badminton is likely to be on 
many riders' minds, now that 
qualification has been changed, 
lb earn a Badminton place at 
Blenheim, horses will Qeed to 
finish in the top 25 per cent. 

Saturday was originally 
scheduled as cross-country day 
at Blenheim, but the Palace and 
Paris wfll now be closed, out of 
respect for the funeral of Diana, 
Princess of Whies. The cross- 
country wfll be ran on Sunday, 
with the final show jumping 
phase at 9 JOam on Monday. 
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The tragedy of Dunblane brought about finally the realisation 
that sport does not matter much in the wider scheme 


If. as it appears, the death of Diajw 
Princess of Wales has caused peo- 
ple to reflect on the comparative 
unimportance of sport, a good ques- 
tion is why did this not occur to them 
at the time of Dunblane and other 
horrors. 

In the enormous reverberation 
of last weekend's tragic event, it 
should not be forgotten that oth- 
er awful opportunities to put sport 
into proper perspective have either 
been ignored or soon forgotten. 

As I recall it dow, there was no 
suggestion that British sporting 
activities should be respectfully 
suspended following the Dunblane 
murders or when a mountain of 
coal waste came down to take the 
lives of more than a hundred 


children in the Welsh village of 

Aberfan. 

Both events made me weep but 
the more recent tragedy of Dun- 
blane - and I gups the passing of 
time has something to do with this 
- brought about finally the realisa- 
tion that sport does not matter 
very much in the wider scheme of 
things. The terrible news from Dun- 
blane reached me in Las Vegas 
shortly before a contest for the 
world heavyweight championship. 
Given half a chance, I would have 
abandoned an assignment that no 
longer had my frill attention. 

Something similar came to min d ’ 
when it was decided to continue with 
the 1986 World Cup finals In 
Mexico only eight months after an 


earthquake devastated large sections 
of Mexico City, claiming more than 
30,000 victims. Back from assessing 
the damage to installations, a BBC 
producer, now retired, told of 
bodies being torn from the wreck- 
age so that work could begin on the 
restoration of a television complex. 
“It made me sick,” he said. “To stage 
tbe World Cup there is utterly 
immoral.” 

There have been many occasions 
over the years, increasingly so tbese 
days, when I have grown irritated 
and fed up with sport, even though 
it is a bit presumptuous to be irri- 
tated with issues that do not seem 
to bother many people. 

The best advice I was given as a 
starter in this trade was to take tbe 



KEN JONES 


job seriously - but not myself I have 
tried to abide by this, if not always 
to the satisfaction of previous 
employers. 

Sometimes, this led to quite nasty 
verbal encounters. Once, in an ag- 


gressrve tone, and immediately af- 
ter the match, I was asked to explain 
how England's football team had 
man agedto lose in Switzerland. The 
question, in essence stereotypical, 
was; "How did they manage to lose 
against a bunch of waiters and 
dockmakers?” 

“You tell me," l replied. 

“No, you tell me," came the 

answer. “You are supposed to be the 
expert." 

A Canadian with whom I was 
once associated used to say that “ex" 
is something in the past dad “spurt” 
is a spray that never made it, but that 
is another story. 

What I’m going on about here is 
something that Hugh McEvanney 
summed up perfectly when he 



described sport as a “magnificent 
irrelevance"* Unfortunately, .that 
truth is all too often ignored in the 
language of commentary and 
reporting. Apart from calamities that 
result in death or serious disability, 
nothing in Sport should be referred 


to as tragic. 

Gareth Southgate’s appearance in 
a televsino mmm erriaj haseri on his 
crucial penalty miss in the semi- 
finals of Euro 96 was objected to by 
a sports columnist on the grounds 


y. This was quite ridiculous. 
Success in sport can lift countries 
and mmmunft ies but care should be 
taken to ensure that it is not invested 
with too much importance. This 
is made no easier bv the studious 


manner in which . some self- 
anointed people continue to regard 
sport as evidence of retarded 
development. 

I have never come across a defeat 
in sport that has justified more 
than fleeting anguish. In the context 
of life itself it ought not to matter 
over much to a spectator, whatev- 
er the depth of his or her affiliation. 

It did not take the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales to remind 
me that there is a limit to sport's 
relevance. If I did not know it 
before, 1 knew it when more than 
40 protesting students were m or- 
dered in Mexico City shortly before 
soaring doves of peace were 
released there to announce the 
1968 Olympic Games. 


if ■-% 


Glamorgan 

dig in for 
points 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from The Oval 
Surrey 204 
Glamorgan 363-7 


If there is one thing Welsh 
cricket lovers would prefer to 
a National Assembly, it is to see 
the Championship pennant 
flying from the ramparts of 
Carom castle. It is a generation 
since Glamorgan last won 
cricket's premier domestic 
competition in 1969, a gap 
that the current side are 
putting every effort into bridg- 
ing. On a day when rain inter- 
rupted play five times, that ' 
meant taking maximum batting 
points as well as total control 
of this game. 

So far, they have fully de- 
served their domination over 
Surrey here. For one thing, 
their cricket has been urgent 
and considered rather than 
brash and carefree, like that of 
their opponents. More impor- 
tantly, though, they have 
played like a team of 19th cen- 
tury Marxists, with each fu- 
elling the team’s effort 
according to their means. 

After the early loss of their 
pfaymaker, Matthew Maynard, 
tor 76, it was the only realistic 
way to go, and both Adrian 
Dale and Robert Croft made 
notable contributions as Glam- 
organ ended the day with a 
lead of 159. 

Maynard, who had knocked 
the Surrey bowling around the 
previous day. began much as he 
had left off. his powerful 
strokes beating an ominous tat- 
too on the boundary boards. 
However, having struck Mar- 
tin Bicbnell fora scorching four 
past cover, his aggression got 
the better of him. and he mis- 
timed an ambitious lofted 
drive hack to the bowler. 

With the captain gone. Dale 
and the diminutive Tony 
Cottey dug in between- stop- 


pages for rain. In the circum- 
stances it was just what Glam- 
organ needed as 57 runs were 
adaed, until Dale, playinga 
rare loose shot, was out for72. 

The wicket, the first of three 
for Ben Hollioake, was well de- 
served, as Surrey’s teenage 
all-rounder worked up a fair 
old lather from the Pavilion 
End. Having bowled two er- 
ratic overs on Tuesday, yes- 
terday’s figures of 16-3-56-3 
were altogether more pleasing. 
The ball that dismissed the 
watchful Cottey was a partic- 
ular beauty as it bounced and 
left him. with generous out- 
swing a feature too, there were 
definite glimpses of the kind of 
bowler both England and Sur- 
rey are hoping Hollioake Jrir 
will become. 

Croft, whose muted contri- 
bution to England's cause this 
summer has attracted criti- 
cism, also gained some credit 
When balk are not bowled at 
a discouraging pace, Croft is a 
handy performer with the bat 
Coming to the crease in the 
60th over, he quickly restored 
the lost impetus with a collec- 
tion of thumping drives off the 
seameis, as well as some hearty 
smears over mid-wicket In 
all he struck eight boundaries 
in his 53, before Hollioake Jar 
trapped him Ibw. 

If Surrey did miss a trick, it 
was in not exploiting Croft’s ap- 
rchension against the short 
all. On a slate grey day, it was 
Croft's knock that made all the 
difference and, although Sur- 
rey’s attack does not boast 
anyone as fast and accurate as 
Glenn McGrath, Hollioake 
Snr ought to have persisted 
with his leg gully for longer 
than he did. 

However, in a tight Champ- 
ionship race like this one, 
dodging the showers is almost 
as important as picking up 
bonus points. Where the 
weather strikes over the next 
few days will be just as crucial 
as how teams bat and bowl. 
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White makes century 


Round-up 


Given the weather forecast. 
Yorkshire expected the dress- 
ing-room card school to be in 
all-day session at Headindey. so 
the 45 minutes' play possible be- 
tween a 2.15 start and the arrival 
of more heavy rain came as 
something of a bonus, writes 
Jon Culley. 

it was time enough for Craig 
White to turn his fluent, un- 
beaten 74 into a first century of 
the season, reaching the mile- 
stone by steering a wide deliv- 
ery from Alamgir Sheriyar to 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

Second or four: 10.30 today unless 
staled 

Ke nt v G loucestershire 

CANTERBURY: Kent (7pts). with aH 
«*ond*mings wickets stanAu, are 3D 
runs ahead of Ooucesterehire (6V 

Ker.[ non loss 

KENT - Fk#t tarings 305 (A P Wells 7T1. 
aoUCCSTERSWRE - F«t Innhtes 

•Owmigpr 12 for 0* 

D R Hewson c Marsh b Phillips £ 

M G N Windows c wells b Phillips 8 

T H C Hancock c Marsh h PNlips :.S 

R l Datwn c Headley o Strang IX 

S 'oung p Ptmhp. _2 

•M IV Alleyne b Eaiham .!.."!!!!!! 

tR C Rusmii ibw b Ealham 55 

M C J Bali c Walker o Headley 34 

R P Daws c Fution a Strang 5 

4 M Sirntn run out g 

D V Lawrence norout 

Extras tins u2 nb20l 37 

OUover*) 256 

5* 1-20 2-20 3-58 4-GO 5-61 6-177 
7-J36 8-242 9-25L 
Bowing Headley 25-3-72-1: Strang 
25.2-6-50-2: Phfliia 14-5-44-4: Eiham 
1S-4-43-2: Fleming 13-3-42-0. 

KENT - Second tarings 

D P Fmtew not out ,8 

E T Smith not out 8 

Extras (64 foi) 5 

**0< (far a 12 overs) 21 

to bat: T R Ward, A P Wells. M J walker. 
M A Ealham, M V Fleming. *fS A Marsh. 
P A Strang, O IV Headley, 6 J Ruffles. 


third man for bis 14th boundazy. 
He had already hooked his sec- 
ond six off the wayward Worces- 
tershire scamer. whose five 
overs yesterday cost 36 runs. 

White's hundred, his fourth 
on this ground among seven for 
Yorkshire, came off 130 balls as 
Yorkshire, who picked up four 
bonus points to Worcester- 
shire's two to keep their 
Championship challenge on 
course, advanced to 414 for 6. 
■ Derbyshire hope to complete 
the signing Saeed Anwar, the 
Pakistani Test opener, as their 
overseas professional for next 
season by the weekend. 


Bowfing (to data): Smith 2-1-tl-O; 
Lawrence 1-2 -O-5-Q. 

Umpfres: V A Holder and A A Jones. 

Durham v Warwickshire 

CHESTER- L£- STREETS Durham (Spts), 
with afl first-tarings wickets standns. 
are 400 runs behind Warwfckshira (3). 
Durham won Doss 
WAiWWCKSHRE- First tarings 
tOwmght: 338 for 51 

N MKSmtth Ibw b Walk® -23 

tK J Piper not out .34 

D R Brown b Biown 1 

G Welch Ibw b Brown ...... .^.....0 

A F Giles cBoiliflgb Walker 7 

A A Donald b Brawn ... „ .....29 

Extras (M Ib23 w2 nb2) -.31 

total (1402 overs) 412 

Eaa (cent): 6-339 7-342 8-342 9 357. 
120 mere; 349 for 8. 

Banting Brawn ^0-2- 5-133-4; BOB 20- 
6-43-1: Walker 32-11-52-2; Bo*ig 27- 
1-70-1; Fbster 21-4-85-2. 

DURHAM- First tarings 

J J B Lewis not our 4 

S Hunan not out g 

Extras (w2j 3 

total (for 0, 34 overs] 12 

to tat: J IE Moms, *D C Boon. tM P 
Swi&it. r M s Weston, m ) Foster. M M 
B«ts. J Boiling, S J E Brown, A Water. 
Bowling uate)? Donald 2-0-54); 
Brawn 1.4-0-7-Q. 

Umpires: B Uaadbeewr and G Sharp. 

Nott inghamshire v HampsMra 
TO^BRDGBRotanflwmhrt CtotaJ 

have scored 291 in their Brat Innings 
agate* Hampshire (4). 



Mark Alleyne, of Gloucestershire, loses his off stump to Kent's Mark Ealham yesterday 


Photograph: Allsport 


Dawson’s stand passes test 


DAVID LLEWEliYN 


reports from Canterbury 
Kent 305 & 21-0 
Gloucestershire 256 


There were two engaging tus- 
sles taking place at the St 
Lawrence Ground. Bobby Daw- 
son’s was probably as much with 
himself as with the Kent 
bowlers; Gloucestershire's was 
to try to wrest the initiative from 
Kent in what is turning in to a 
fascinating contest. 

As far as the main event 
went, the honours were ail 
Kern's (albeit by a solitary point 
and an overall lead of 70). Their 
bowlers stuck at it and rarely 
gave the Gloucestershire bate- 
men any room for extravagance. 
The pace men in particular were 


SCOREBOARD 


Hampshire won toss 
NOTTBIGHAMSWHE - First tarings 
(Overnight: 252 for 6] 

U Afoial Ibw b Stephenson „ ...35 

1W M Noon Ibw b Stephenson __25 

K P Ewns Ibw b Stephenson 0 

M N Bowen c Aymes b MB bum „,13 

A B Oram not out 0 

Extras (bl IU20 w26 nbl2J ...59 

total 0203 ovws)^ 291 

M (cont): 7-264 8-264 9-291. 

120 avers 291 for S. 

Bowling; Renshaw 13-1-57-1; Mllbum 
31*3-7-78-1; Sawlent 15-2-43-0; Udal 
34-15-36-2; Stephenson 27-11-54-6. 
HAMPSHIRE: J S Lanay. M L Hayden, G 
W White, R A Strrth, M teach. *J P 
Sttphensai. tA N Aymes. S D Udal, L Sav- 
■dem. S J Renshaw. S M Milbum. 
Umpires: R Man and A G T Whitehead. 

Somerset v Middlesex 
TOWTON: IfitkleMX fttfsX wftb ttv 
en fteajnnlne s wMtato stands, are im. 
nns boNM Somerset altar rate-af- 
fected second (km 
Somerset won toss 

SOtfEBET-FIret tarings 2®. fRJ Turn- 
er 71. G D Rose 56no: P C R Tufnall 4- 
53). 

MIDDLESEX - First tarings 

(Overnight; 80 for 3) 

J H Kaws not out 37 

0 A Shah not out _..8 

Extras («10 nb4) — 14 

totri (for 3, 225 overs) 80 

to bate DC Nash. tK R Brawn, j P He- 
witt, R L Johnson, ARC Fta$er, P C R 
tolhea. 


admirable. Ben Phillips was es- 
pecially dangerous - be had 
smglehandedly reduced Glouces- 
tershire to 60 for 4 within 19 
overs of the innings, and when 
Mark Ealham removed Mark 
Alleyne's off stump in the next, 
over the prospect of the follow- 
on entered the realms of virtu- 
al reality. 

At this point, with tbe innings 
sliding fast, Dawson, in only his 
fifth Championship match of the 
season, was joined by Jack Rus- 
selL Together they tackled the 
uphill slog. There were no 
strokes of that nature, just a 
doggedness and determination 
to restore their side's fortunes. 

It was as much a test of char- 
acter for Dawson. With just two 
first class hundreds to hfe name 
- the last two years ago - since 
makiog his debut in 1992, he 


was under a fair amount of pres- 
sure to prove he has wbal it 
takes. He had got dose against 
Sussex a couple of weeks ago, 
but missed out by just two runs. 

He made it yesterday, but 
only just. Strangely his dismissal, 
when he had made precisely 
100, was in remarkably similar 
circumstances, pushing forward 
to a leg spinner to be caught at 
slip. At Hove the bowler was 
Amer Khan, here it was Strang. 
There Gkwcestershirehadwon; 
here they wiD be hard pressed. 

Still, had it not been for 
Dawson and Russell defeat 
would have been a certainty. Tbe 
two batsmen displayed pru- 
dence and application in com- 
piling 117 for the sixth wicket, 
a partnership which may yet 
prove crucial to their cause. 

Russell is one of Glouces- 


tershire’s form men; 
be has never amassed 1,000 runs 
in a season, that could change 
this summer. He arrived in 
Canterbuiy with 846 to his 
name at an average of 50; by the 
time he fell leg before to Eal- 
. ham, nearly three hours after 
striding to the crease, he had 
added a further 55 to his tally. 

Dawson did Dot exactly go into 
his shell after that, but he cer- 
tainly peered into it. It was left 
to Maityn Ball to maintain the 
impetus. He did so in an enter- 
taining 58-ball knock. Dawson 
eventually reached his hundred 
after more than five hours of 
graft, sadly, just when his side 
needed him to earn a precious 
bonus point or two more be per- 
ished, but at least Gloucester- 
shire were within touching 
distance. It is not over yeL 


Duckworth’s 
grand plan 
takes off 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWE1T 


The high and mighty clubs of 
the Allied Dunbar Premier- 
ship may be falling aver them- 
selves to pay top dollar for the 
biggest names in the game, but 
precious few are in the happy 
position of laughing all Lhe way 
to the bank. Quite the opposite, 
in fact; one authoritative esti- 
mate puts the collective loss suf- 
fered by English rugby’s top 
flight last season at £15m. 

Tfcars before bedtime? For 
some, perhaps. But those ad- 
vocates of thrift and prudent fi- 
nancial husbandry who warned 
that the dash for cash triggered 
by professionalism would in- 
evitably . end in . bankruptcy 
should not feel too smug just 
yet. Far away from the troubled 
bbardrooms of the -premier- 
ship 61ite, Worcester are quiet- 
ly demonstrating how top-end 
investment can be used to build 
from the bottom. 

Yesterday, the National 
League One dub opened a £3m 
state-of-the-art rugby centre 
housing the largest purpose- 
built indoor training facility in 
Europe, a 60m x 37m paddock 
specifically equipped to handle 
mil-contact preparation work. 

Outside, on a green field site 
almost perfectly situated for 
further substantial development, 
lies a first-team pilch of sufficient 
quality to meet whatever entry 
criteria the premiership organ- 
isers might care to impose. As 
Les Cusworth, the former Eng- 
land coach who has just signed 
a five-year contract as Worces- 
ter's director of rugby- sa ^^ : 
“There is unlimited potential 
here and our ambitions include 
a place in Lhe premiership-” 

Those ambitions may well be 
realised oext yean having 
cruised through seven leagues 
in eight years and won last sea- 
son’s Division Four (North) ti- 
tle without dropping a game, 
Worcester are favourites to win 
promotion to Allied Dunbar 
Tro at the first attempt. Yet un- 
like most nouveau riche in- 
vestor clubs, Worcester are 
keeping faith with tradition by 
continuing to run mini , youth, 
development and women’s 
teams rather than spending 
every last penny tailing up the 
shop window. 

“We want to breed our own 
internationals, but as we move 
up well investigate the market," 
Cecil Duckworth, the financial 
driving force behind the club, 
said. 

Duckworth made a person- 
al fortune of £35m when be sold 
bis locally-based central heating 
business to an eager multi-na- 
tional and when the Sports 
Council coughed up £l3m, 
their biggest grant to a rugby 
project, to support the training 


centre initiative, he was quick 
to make up the shortfall. 

To date, he has pumped in 
some £2m. underwriting the 
players' wages for the next five 
years. He also harbours a long- 
term vision of a 10, 000- sealer 
stadium. Not bad for a man 
whose only direct rugby expe- 
rience came during national 
service 40-odd years ago. “I 
broke my wrist and gave it up 
as a bad job,” be revealed. 

“Although I am a major in- 
vestor, the club is still member- 
run. The task now is to build up 
the interest in rugby in the 
Worcester area, which has no 
top soccer side and is far 
enough from Moseley and 
Gloucester to sustain an en- 
thusiastic audience of its own. 

“Tm doing it for the love of 
it, to be quite honest; some oth- 
er investors see rugby as a ve- 
hicle for furthering their own 
wealth, but how much money 
does a man need in life?” 

The new facilities are so ad- 
vanced that England will almost 
certainty use them to prepare 
for this season’s Five Nations’ 
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Duckworth: £35m fortune 


Pea 


. jSa 


cii impo 




Championship. If and when 
they do pitch up, the players will 
renew their acquaintance with 
Cusworth, one of those who. 
went down with the Good Ship ; 

Jack Rowell when the power- 
brokers of Ifrickenham started 
their knife-wielding antics. 

Cusworth has still not offi- 
cially been informed of any 
change in the England coaching 
structure. He has, however, tak- 
en the bull by the horns and de- 
clared himself unavailable for 
work with the national side. 

“Worcester is a frill-time job,” 
he said. 

“Fra not in the least bitter' 
about things, but I feel Jack's 
contribution has been under- 
estimated and I feel sad that cer- 
tain people felt tbe need to. 
malign him. There has not been 
much dignity about all this, has 
there? ^ 

“We made some mistakes 
he who never made a mistake 
never made a decision - but 
people deserve to be treated VlPtrv 

with dignity and a degree of j £ ■ . ■ lOf y f 



Bowin' (to date): Caddlck 8.5-1-25*3; tR J Blatey c Rhodes b Shenyar ......19 

Shine 54>-34-0; Rose 4-0-5-0; Mushtaq G M Hammon not our 1 

3-1-10-0; Herzbog 2-0-841 Extras rtbl3 nblOI. .23 

Urines; B J Meyer and D R Shepherd, total (for 6, 12L4- owns) 414 

. _ fed (cant): B-379. 

Suirey v to bat R 0 Sttmp, C E w Swemood, P 

ptE OWU^ Gtamorgan (8pts), wiintiiBu M Hutchison. 

SSSSSSSjU® 11 " 1 ® u °°— :406to6 ' 

Bowtog (to data): Sholyar 23-2.101-1; 
s urray wo n toss Mina 1*3.56-1; Lampitt 18.4-5-58-0: 

SURREY -First tarings 204 (A0 Brown Haynes 21-3-81-1: WWWWJi 34-13-58- 

2: Moody 4-0-21-0: Hick 5-1-26*0. 

‘ n, *^ S WORCESTCRSWRE; W P C WestXXl, *T 

ftBSSat&jjg;. _n 

^ Umpires: J C BakJeretorw andAOancon. 

S D Thofftw not out J25 

Wnqar 'founts not out ...» ..12 No play yesterday 

ISTii R'wJg?— 

W (cont): 3-172 4^ 5-284 6-305 010 TRAFFOMDC Essex 389 (S G Law 

to bat S L Watfcm, □ A Coeksc RoSf ® BOno: fi Meedy 4 9S * 7 

Bcwfing (to date): Bcknefl 27-4-80-2; «™a3ture. 

Benjamin 100-550; Saqteln 25-7-82-U 

BCHoaoahe 18-2-88-3; A JHoUloalel- ^0W»XlCHAW»I0NSW(Himifa8r 
0-50; Salisbuy 14-1-51-1, {£****« «rtass stated; today: 1030): 

Umpire?: G I Burgess and j F Steele. Hfocktaytbwn CG Qama®jn 151 for 

5 (M J PbweB 72) v L£«estBrehim. How 

Yorkshire v Worcestershire 
KAOWCLEY-. YtaftaMre (4pte) ta» 

eeorad 434 tor 6 In their flrat tarings SrtSw 

toftatorewonttKB (Second day qf Bra); No play yea- 

YORKSMRE- First taringe tenfey: Cwtfeford: "fottehlre 141 (K J 

tOvemiBT* 360 tor 5) . - tem 7-60); DafaysWie 251 for 4 (S D 

C Whitt not our „..J10 StudbfogatiS). 
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Tour rider sparks IOC investigation 


Cycling 


The International Olympic 
Committee is to investigate a 
scandal in cycling, when a rid- 
er took part in this year's lour 
de France despite having test- 
ed positive for banned drugs 
several times before the race. ' 

Hie IOC said it was unhap- 
py that it had not been informed 
of four positive tests on the 
cyclist, who was also caught 
taking banned substances 
during tbe Tbur. 

IOC medical nfficink did not 
name tbe rider but said there 
had been only one doping case 
during the Tour. Uzbekistan's 
Djamolidine Abdoujaparov, a 
former points winner, was 
thrown out ofthe race after fail- 
ing a test. IOC medical officials 
said the unnamed rider had pro- 
duced positive’ tests four times 
before the Tour for the banned 
substances denbuterol and bro- 


mantan. At the time, Abdou- 
japarov said he had been con- 
fused by the positive test 

“I don’t know what hap- 
pened," he said. “In. eight years 
as a professional, it never hap- 
pened to me. I don’t under- 
stand.” He added that he was 
probably given a banned prod- 
uct by a member of .Ids Lotto 
team as a painkiller following a 
crash in the first stage. 

“We have to put the house in 
order in this matter,” the head 
of the IOC’s medical commit- 
tee, Prince Alexandre de Me- 
rode, said. “We are going to 

investigate." 

The cases were reported to 
cycling federations and French 
sporting authorities but not to 
the IOC, which is supposed to 
be mform ed of all positive tests. 

Bromantan, a aim ufon r-eum- 
masking agent, and the cattle- 
fattening compound denbuterol 
have controversial histories. 
Seven competitors tested 


. positive for bromantan at last 
year’s Atlanta Games but were 
cleared of any punishmen l after 
an IOC hearing concluded there 
was not enough evidence to 
prove it was a stimulant. The: 
substance was pul on the 
banned list from 1 February,: 
however. 

Clenbuterol was the drug at 
the centre of an athletics scan- 
dal in 1992. when Germany’s 
former double world sprint 
champion. Katrin Krabbe. was 
banned after testing positive. . 

It is a drug used to help asth- 
ma sufferers and helps ath- 
letes to breathe more easily. But 
there are also arguments that it 
has anabolic properties and 
boosts muscle development. 

In the past it has not been 
licensed for human use, but can 
be given to horses and cattle. 
The IOC banned it in 1992 
when two British weightlifters 
were withdrawn from the 
Barcelona Olympics for using it 
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Ripley revels in 
surprise recall 


Stuart Ripley had spent his 
whole career dreaming of an 
England call-up - but when it 
came the experience was an 
anti-climax. 

Ripley's England debut came 
in Graham Taylor’s last match, 
against San Marino in Novem- 
... .ber 1993. Yesterday, after his 
f first day’s training with the in- 
i '■ temadonal squad since that 
night, he recalled: “You can't 
pick and choose when you get 
called up by England - it is a 
great honour - but, had I been 
able to, I would not have cho- 
sen that game. 

“Someone said ‘it must have 
felt like being the last man on 
the Titanic' and that summed it 
up. Graham Thy lor was taking 
a lot of stick and all the players 
were being tarnished with the 
same brush They were terrified 
of playing. 

“I couldn't believe the neg- 
ative vibes. IL was a difficult en- 
vironment to come into, they 
were absolutely rock-bottom. 
Confidence is everything in a 
t - footballer, it affects any player. 
The most talented player in the 
1 world won’t show that ability if 
'* he lacks confidence, I've seen it 
happen to players with im- 
mense talent 

“The difference between 
then and now is tremendous. 
The atmosphere is bubbling. I 
could see it on television. Play- 
ers are hying things which they 
only do if they have confidence, 
things that are not obvious. 


Glenn Moore 

on the return of a 
‘forgotten* winger 
to the England fold 

You need to do that at in- 
ternational level/ 1 

Ripley speaks from person- 
al experience. After Thytor left, 
Tfeny Venables never showed an 
interest and, he admits, he was 
not playing well enough to de- 
serve a second cap. Poor form 
was followed by injury, which 
put him out of most of last sea- 
son. When he returned, Black- 
burn Rovers had dispensed 
with wingers and he could not 
get back m the side. This year, 
however, their new manager, 
Roy Hodgson, has played Rip- 
ley and Jason Wilcox on the 
flanks and Rovers have re- 
sponded with 15 goals in five 
games to lead the table. 

“It is not the same as the 
championship side," he added. 
“The full-backs are playing fur- 
ther forward so Jason and I are 
pushed on and get more one- 
on-ones, which is our forte. In 
the championship year we were 
expected to do a lot more chas- 
ing back and defending and, 
while I was happy to do it, as it 
helped the team, as a winger you 
want to attack. 

“1 am now fitter than I’ve ever 
been and playing as well as I 
have ever done. I feel I can go 
past anyone at the moment” 
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Glenn Hoddle agreed and 
said: “He is back to ms best and 
in a vety positive frame of 
mind. He has looked as good as 
anyone has joining in with us for 
the first time. He might suit our 
situation next week.” 

However, despite this testi- 
mony, Ripley admitted: “I was 
still a bit surprised to be called 
up after being out of the game 
so loug. For the last 18 months 
I’ve either been injured, play- 
ing with injuries or been com- 
ing back from them. 

“I never despaired. Players 
get injured, it is pan of the job. 
It is difficult but you have to 
cope with iL I worked very 
hard in the gym and with the 
physio. You also have to cope 
with not getting the weekly 
highs and lows. You see the lads 
getting hyped up for matches 
and you can’L When you are in- 
jured you don’t get that adren- 
alin rush on a match day. I think 
that is one of the hardest thing s 
people have to cope with when 
they retire." 

As his comments suggest, 
Ripley is a thoughtful player 
and, although Hoddle general- 
ly has little time for “specialist 
wingers”, as Ripley regards 
himself, he is considering a dif- 
ferent approach to break down 
Moldova. Ripley may thus have 
the chance to show that, should 
England qualify, he has more 
than just a French A level to of- 
fer when it comes to the World 
Cup next summer. 





Stuart Ripley enjoying the upbeat atmosphere as he trained at Bisham Abbey yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


McCarthy laments injury toll Knight takes control 


Niall Quinn, Ray Houghton, 
David Kelly, Curtis Fleming 
and Keith O'Neill have all with- 
drawn with injuries from the 
Republic of Ireland squad for 
the vital Group Eight qualifiers 
in Iceland on Saturday and 
Lithuania next Wednesday. 

The news did not get any 
better yesterday for the Irish 
manager, Mick McCarthy, af- 
ter an x-ray on the Norwich 
striker O’Neill revealed a 
cracked bone in his foot. 

McCarthy said: “Keith has got 
to be one of the unluddest 
players around with injuries. If 
you see him signing autographs 
and hear a crack then, with his 
luck, it is more likely to be his 
finger than the pencil." 

Quinn, who made his in- 
ternational comeback after a 
year out when Ireland were 
held to a home goalless draw by 
Lithuania two weeks ago, has 
had more trouble with the knee 
injury that has dogged his career. 

The Reading player-coach 
Houghton, a veteran of some of 
the Republic's finest successes, 
had to miss his club’s game 


against Queen's Park Rangers 
on Tuesday night and confirmed 
his withdrawal yesterday. 

Fleming left the Irish training 
camp in Dublin yesterday to re- 
turn to Middlesbrough, 
after Ming a fitness test on a 
groin Injury, and Kelly, who 
withdrew on Tuesday, has had 
a cartilage operation. McCarthy 
would have turned to the Boro 
forward Alan Moore as a re- 
placement, but he too is injured. 

The Irish squad, due to trav- 


el to Reykjavik early this morn- 
ing, is now reduced to 19 play- 
ers, even if O’Neil], who has 
missed four of the last five 
World Cup qualifiers with oth- 
er injuries, makes the trip. 

McCarthy's side need maxi- 
mum points from both games to 
keep alive their chances of fin- 
ishing runners-up in the group 
and qualifying for a two-leg 
play-off against one of the oth- 
er groups’ second-placed teams, 

He said: “If any of the play- 


Peacock held back 


Darren Peacock, Newcastle’s 
player of the year, has had his 
return to the first-team squad 
put on hold. 

The centre-half has fully 
recovered from two summer 
groin operations which kept 
him out of the dub’s pre-season 
preparations as well as their ear- 
ly season matches. But he had 
to put off a possible return on 
Wednesday night for the 
reserves at Doncaster because 
of a troublesome knee. 


The 29-yemvold is not unduly 
worried by his latest setback and 
expects to be back in action next 
week, when the reserves travel 
to Scarborough. 

Peacock said: “It is frustrat- 
ing rather than particularly wor- 
rying.” An operation on his 
right knee a week after the end 
of last season - “to fix wear and 
tear” - is now causing him some 
discomfort. “We feel it is better 
to see the specialist and have it 
checked over,” he added. 


ers we leave behind when we go 
to Iceland suddenly make a dra- 
matic improvement in their fit- 
ness, it is possible I could ask 
them to fly out and join us in 
Lithuania after the weekend. 

“The squad now looks very 
skinny and. although we are weU 
loaded with defenders, 1 won’t 
have too many options in 
other positions. Bat we’ll just 
have to go out there with the 
players we've got, and I still 
believe we have enough ability 
to win both matches.” 

Another worry for McCarthy, 
though, is that nine of his 
remaining players - including 
the captain Andy Townsend 
and midfielder Roy Keane -are 
on yellow cards. They will be 
automatically banned from 
Wednesday's match in Vilnius 
if booked again against Iceland. 

McCarthy has already 
promoted the West Bromwich 
Albion winger Kevin Kilbane 
from the Under-21 squad to the 
senior party and may have to 
call on further recruits from the 
younger players if there are 
more injuries or suspensions. 


Dick Knight, the new Brighton 
chairman, has made dear the 
board’s determination to bring 
the Seagulls back close to their 
former Goldstone Ground, 
after finally taking control of the 
dub. 

News that the ownership 
deal has gone through has come 
as a huge relief for supporters 
of the club, and Knight admits 
that the new board have “their 
hands full" following the two 
most traumatic years in 
Brighton's history. 

Knight said: “The real work 
starts here. We have to get the 
football club back on an even 
keel, and get it on a firm 
financial footing to face the eco- 
nomic hardships of playing 
away from Brighton for the 
foreseeable future. 

“The first priority of the new 
board is to put in place a more 
suitable ground share than 
Gfllingham. Then we clearly ul- 
timately want to make sure 
that we bring a dub back to the 
Brighton and Hove area.” 

Knight, who has removed 
the chief executive David 


BellottI from Brighton and 
promised new cash for players, 
has a 49.5 per cent sharehold- 
ing in the Third Divirion dab. 

Bellotti, the former Liberal 
Democrat MP for Eastbourne, 
has been with Brighton for 
nearly four years and was sub- 
jected to a hate campaign dur- 
ing Albion's last seasons at the 
Goldstone Ground when they 
nearly went out of business. 

However, Knight is now 
looking to the future, and as well 
as long-term plans he is intent 
on stepping up the search for a 
new temporary ground rather 
than continuing to use Gilling- 
ham’s Priestfield Stadium, 
which involves a 150-mile trip 
to watch “home" games. 

Earlier this summer Albion 
submitted plans for a huge 
£25m sports and leisure com- 
plex at WaterhaJl, on the out- 
skirts of Brighton. 

Knight added: “The issue 
here is, does the community of 
Sussex want a superb modem 
sports stadium to house not only 
its Football League dub but also 
a whole range of other sports 


facilities, which is our vision for 
this stadium for the future?" 

The scheme has been at- 
tacked by environmentalists, 
who say it will ruin an area of 
outstanding natural beauty, and 
Knight stressed: “Our main 
priority was to gain control of 
the dub. The issue of WaterhaJl 
will certainly be addressed, and 
we will explore all the options 
open to us in the Brighton area 
for a suitable sports stadium. 

“I am going to try and get us 
away from Gillingham as soon as 
possSale. We are going to have our 
hands lull, but I'm sure everyone 
is as relieved as lam that the long 
ownership saga is now over. We 
are delighted we’re now in a po- 
sition from which we can all 
take the dub forward." 

Liz Costa, vice-chairman of 
Brighton’s offidal supporters 
dub, summed up Seagulls fans' 
feelings, saying: “Thank good- 
ness this matter has been re- 
solved. Fans have wondered at 
times over the last two-and-a- 
half years whether it has been 
worth iL But they kept the 
faith and have been rewarded.” 


Fowler 
ready to 
start his 
season 


Robbie Fowler is ready to play 
his first game of the season - in 
Liverpool's reserves. 

The dub’s top scorer last sea- 
son has been ruled out by a knee 
injury he sustained in a pre-sea- 
son friendly. in Norway. He 
looks likely 10 appear for the re- 
serves in their home Pontins 
League match with Derby to- 
morrow, a gam e switched from 
Saturday because of Diana. 
Princess of Wales’ funeral. 

Bat while one international 
returns to action, another could 
be leaving Airfield, as there is 
mounting speculation that Ja- 
son McAteer could be on his 
way from the dub soon. The Re- 
public of Ireland international 
has lost his place as a wing-back 
to Rob Jones and has managed 
only two appearances as sub- 
stitute for the England foil-back 
in Liverpool’s opening four 
matches. Tottenham are re- 
ported to be preparing a £5m 
bid, and Monaco are also said 
to be interested. 

Barnsley have signed Ashley 

Ward from Derby in a deal 
which could eventually cost 
them than £li*m. They will 
pay an initial £lJm for the strik- 
er, and a further £250.000 if they 
avoid relegation. Derby will re- 
ceive 20 per cent of any future 
transfer fee. Ward signed for 
Derby from Norwich City in 
March last year for £lm but in- 
jury restricted his appearances 
and denied his form. 

Barnsley refused to confirm 
any details, but have called a 
press conference at Oakwell for 
midday tomorrow when, a 
spokesman confirmed, they 
would be unveiling “a major 
new signing”. 

Danny Wilson, Barnsley's 
manager, made the move to sign 
Ward after his team lost 1-U at 
Derby on Saturday. Afterwards 
he berated his forward line for 
squandering numerous chances. 

Aston Villa will oppose any 
attempt to move their Ucfa Cup 
first round first leg dash with 
Bordeaux to Thursday IS Sep- 
tember. There have been sug- 
gestions that Bordeaux want to 
switch the match in France 
from Tuesday for live television 
coverage. Villa are not keen on 
the idea. Their secretary. Stev e 
Stride, said: “If they asked for 
the match to be put back to the 
Wednesday then we would con- 
sider iL But Thursday is defi- 
nitely out. “We have a malch 
against Deity on the Saturday 
and another game at Liver- 
pool the following Monday.” 

Tramnere have signed Dirk 
Hebei, a 24-year-old German 
midfielder, on a free transfer 
from the Turkish dub Bursaspor. 
He has agreed a two-year con- 
tract with the First Divsion dub. 


Council imposes salary cap and grills Lindsay Niyongabo takes the spotlight 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

The Rugby League Council 
spent nine and a half hours yes- 
terday deciding to stop clubs 
overspending on players - and 
that its chief executive had not 
been guilty of doing so through 
his expenses. 

The game has approved the 
imposition of a salary cap for 
next season, limiting dubs to 
spending 50 per cent of their 
projected income on players' 
wages. 

The meeting also accepted 
Maurice Lindsay's assurances 
that his expenses for the past 
two years, adding up to 


£100,000, were all above board. 

“I was very disappointed that 
someone was trying to take 
something completely out of 
context," Lindsay said of the ac- 
cusations of extravagance. 

“I was happy to assure Coun- 
cil that during that period I was 
flying back and forward to Aus- 
tralia and I make no apology for 
iL The figure of £100,000 is 
quoted, but that includes 
£30,000 for a new Jaguar. I like 
travelling in a Jaguar and I don’t 
think the chief executive of the 
Rugby Football League should 
catch the 33 bus.” 

Lindsay also referred lo a fig- 
ure of £800 quoted for the hire 
of videos at his London hotel. 

“I don't know what they re- 


fer to, but if I stop in and 
watch a film it is probably 
cheaper than going out for a 
drink in London.” 

The chairman of the League, 
Sir Rodney Walker, said: “The 
clubs agreed to draw a line un- 
der the past” 

But it must be a concern for 
Lindsay that, even if the source 
of the story was what he called 
“mischievous” it appeared yes- 
terday, of all days, in a paper 
owned by News Corporation, 
which has an £87m investment 
in the game. 

The dubs have dedded that 
less of that money will go to play- 
ers in future. “The dubs have 
recognised that they need to con- 
tain their expenditure on 


England victory maintains momentum 


1 Hockey 

England continued in fine form 
in the Women’s Junior World 
Cup in the Olympic Stadium in 
Seongnam, South Korea, with 
a workmanlike 4-0 win against 
Canada following up their 6-0 
victory against Spam on the 
opening day, writes BUI ColwilL 
England were kepi waiting 


for their opening goal by a bril- 
liant display of goalkeeping by 
Ann Maroda until the half 
hour, when the substitute Ker- 
ry Moore opened the door. 
Three minutes later her Olton 
colleague, Jennie Bimson, gave 
England a 2-0 interval lead. 

Goals from Melanie Gewlow 
and Sally Wight inride 15 min- 
utes of the restart saw England 
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■odid Bnt lanworoi A dndn Rwan 3 

HQRTHEM COUNTIES EAST LEACUG PraMnM- 
utslOK Cltzop Asnsn l Gkronartm Weflani 2; 
huctaK* 3 Arnold 1 


salaries," said Sir Rodney, who 
insisted that the restriction would 
be policed even if some dubs 
might have to be allowed some 
leeway as they tried to reduce 
their wage bill in the first year. 

Clubs will also be limited to 
25 foil-time professional play- 
ers, which should, in theoiy, re- 
lease some to strengthen the 
weaker sides and even help in 
the formation of new clubs. 

Existing chibs have accepted 
the principle of bringing new 
dubs from outside traditional 
rugby league areas into Super 
League before the end of the 
current News Corporation con- 
tract in three years’ time. In 
1999 all existing chibs will, in ef- 
fect, have to apply for their 


places and be assessed anew on 
their suitability. 

Other decisions included the 
adoption of a new structure for 
the board of director to indude 
a fiiU-tune financial director, two 
non-executive directors - the 
name of Richard Branson has 
already been muted - and rep- 
resentatives elected by the Fast 
and Second Division clubs and 
by Super League. 

Those changes wfll be wide- 
ly seen as diluting Lindsay’s 
power, but he was not treating 
them as a defeat yesterday. 

“This structure is what I ex- 
pected to be adopted and there 
is really very little difference be- 
tween it and the board of di- 
rectors’ own version." he said. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


coasting. Afterwards, when the 
coach, Gavin Featherstone, said: 
“The real tests tie ahead”, he was 
referring to England’s games to- 
morrow against Australia and on 
Monday against Germany. 

BWUlMfc X Ratwfti iBkMteHS): S VMM* (Otorj. 

Mgntmmj. LWDodM (Owrafomi. R 

BNMMtaMlOtaflLFCNMlMaOJSJrt- 
bwsrt Stows, cart). I Mar tOohraA. P MMar 
IU9EHML L MHWK (OBOnJ M Ckrataw CCmMuy). 
gmm tatw nM* NWta — r tQMratoa. LHuewr 
(CMrratad. K Mom K*on>. k wmn> Mrawni. 


HWSTOMEAD KENT LEAGUE Chatmrn 2 Fmt- 
tfan 2 Hem* Bay 3 Rampt* 0. 
AHNOrmSURANCZ NORTHERN LEAGUE Hrst n- 
Mae QBWBBm 3 Cm* li Manedi 1 tantti 3 
Tow Low 1 DuhuTi 0. 

norin w*mr coimtks uueue nm damck 
WWW UT6 Ftarnrt 1: BMpool total 1 Mm 
toad 3 HKkntai 2 ItarfMGU 3 *•*■«&** 
0 Mosley 2 fieworaoi Town A Atnenm Codenes 

0: Wamtrtsi 2 Ramsbottom 0. 

JEMSON WCSSEXLEAOUE An*»* I BMnemoUti 
FC ft BAT Scoria 1 Eas Cowes wa 1: Bm nenan 
HeMh Hwttqtfra 2G0SPV a Oitoaudi 1 Bra* 
•mua 2 lymmaai 5 Ryde Spaa 2; NoMtay 2 
tonmLPoiBiartM4CiNe*9p0rtel>;1tUKft- 
ani 2 Tenor 4: wntoma l AmsBudue L 

JBMHNEASIBRNLJSveue pMOtor DbMnGraec 

YSimMi 0 fttannem r hbHbm 3 Ctaaon a La* 
esrtl2 Gortesmn 2 suxuy town 4 Twee is Wet- 
tail Bay Town li wwtom 5 Dw 3 
PONTINS LEAGUE Pramtor PM*« ; 
WedraaBBy 2 Sato 2. PM DMatan Cmnriiy 4 
WohacO. 

AVON INSURANCE CONBMADON l%St DMNm: 
Aranai 1 Wimtfcttan L: Crpod Palace 1 Wws ht»ri 
2 iff flougfi LmJ. 

DUTCH LEAGUE Vafentan IVHkws Anton L 
ITALIAN CUP Sacaad nwd flnt toe man 0 Reg- 
SnO. 

US OPEN CUP SaoMtaii New TfaMfcw Jersey 
M wivS t as 1 CMtao Bum 2 (i(W*W»W. 

IIWOR LEACRE SOCCER DAUS Buri 

a CNoraOD RbMS 1: wasMnsun DC Um 1 Kansas 
Ctty WtanJsO. 

SPANISH l£A0UE<Mand*0i BCN VMmOdlRBN 

Bns3 


2 an Mngar, PlMedelpna 5 New Toft Vetoes 
0: PBslJiirt6aweland 4; CAWnnatl 4 Kansaa 
CRy O; Momraoi e Boston & AOarta 5 Doom 
0: Now YWi Meta 8 Tttonto 5; CWcago Cubs 9 
Mmesaa 3 Mtoatftee 4 HousBm 2 SI Lmis 

5 Owart WhKe Sox t Texas 13 Los Angetefi 
12: Ootaado 7 Anahean 2. 

Basketball 

Chester Jets have signed the gianj Ja- 
son Swaine from Sheffield Shams. Two 
Americans have also joined from Irish 
basketball - me guard Brian Uqyd and 
the forward Jonathan Stone. 

Football 

The BBC have secured the rights to toe 
coverage of the Uefe Cup matches be- 
tween Celtic and Liverpool, the first leg 
at Celtic Park on 16 September and the 
return leg at Airfield two weeks later wfll 
both be screened toe on B8C1. 

NOtUEAiGlJE RHUS CHANGES; N**r data 
for ma W ra* T l rarMwl ICr Sat 6 S apt; Ut 
LeaBM Premier OMNon M 9 Sape Oaesend 

6 Nonrttex v Ertokfc Heytand* v Aytetwy: war- 

ton A Hereftan v San 7 Sopfc Bbs- 

krttake v Brwnlev: cneOism v Cotoo Oty. 
DBRontan A BedtoiOM v Borefwm Wood: 
HttMi vCaohaBon: Sutton IM v Hondon. TBA: 
Ham Bofough v Bohap'& StonlCrtL St Altana 
vPtifleecttedngvDuirtJi Ur Mwtow League 
PronHar LaagM DMsta; Rt S Sqit Fwast 
Own v Ashtard: Taniwnti v GkuceatEr. Son 7 
Sept Burton Atnon v HasUngs; CdmtyWee Qty 

.. .. - — -- 'uivHalOMMnTmyniSt- 




MjneaonvBatftMxtesiervaa- 

btuy. T8A: OasJey Rdvbis vDoreftesw: Bath- 
wed u BnyreeiMr. UidBond Leaae Promtar 
bUfjaK&B7 Saab Boston Utd vwdcMfeBar- 
ou0c Qusdcv v Sonw. Marine v Qtycn. TBA: 
A uu t kAu n v Sporynaar. Apmowm < Fnddey: 
Owley v Hjda: Cofcyn toy u Bbhw Auckland: 
Endey v Bartor Brttaa: GataDorart v torran: 
lancastar v Wndoid; RMi v Adtaon. 

Golf 

SOVERIKN RUSSIAN OPEN (Moaeow) lead- 
Ing IW atn o w id acota 168 or Iri urlaa* atat- 
att 6S R WragK. «7 R BuOde (Datt. 68 S Boan. 
«C todUae S iqeteen (Deni. TO A Co!- 
ton. N jaataraoes (Frl. i Berandl (Aro). Q Owen. 

T1 F cupifirtl tftl, C Hawn tsm . H toarnm 

Bwa), M Briar lAuO. S Boher (Deni. J M hi* 
IFfl, I Momi ®»- G Itorpltf. I Suencar. M U- 


mu. C HaWine 1USI. N Va nftao t agam iBaO. Cto 

72 5 Crown, B Oradeo. J McHeray. J RoMnson. 

73 W Borman. M MNer. G Marta. 74 0 lym. 
M Fbstar. S Watson. FHowKy. R Dmadale. 75 
B VrtNJy, R WfeKtoEET. D A RtaNL 76 H Rrie. 
□ R Jones. M Plummer. 77 D Lucas. R Trarnnh. 
A BunarfleU. 78 M HasidarL M WNOL L Jamas. 
88 J mama. 89 *x Nawea. 


Hockey 

WOMENrS JUtaOR WOULD CUP (SOTngram. 
EtoB) Saeond Day: Pool A: firtsnd 4 Cana- 
da O; crane 2 Sotai 2. Standbam 1 Entfand 
IP2. PB6I: 2 Austrste (1-31:30*0 I2-2K 4 
Gernmny U-l): 5 Spam i2-U: 6 Canada i2-0). 
Pool B: Aqpnnna 5 ueume 1: Narerionds 13 
USA 0. Stand ta ea [after 1 uml): 1 Natfwr- 
lands tons 2 Argerwne 3; 3 Koraa 3: 4 South 
Africa ft 8 Unra 0: 8 USA a 

Ice hockey 

The Sheffield Steetens pair Ron Shudra 
and Mike Ware are both expected to be 
fit forthis Sunday's Benson and Hedges 
Cup match at home to NewcasOe CO- 
bras. Ware, signed during the off- 
season from Cardiff Devtts, and Shu- 
dra both sustained back injuries in the 
Steders' 2-2 group a draw m Man- 
chester on Saturday. 


Olympic Games 

Cape Town and Stockholm were yes- 
terday cleared by the International 
Ctympc Committee of any bribery In their 
campaign to host the 2004 Games. 
Stockholm had been accused of offer- 
ing to transport furniture back home for 
«8ngl0Cmembere,w4iaeCapeT«yn 
wes alleged to have paid far IOC mem- 
bers' wives to fly to Lausanne for to- 
morrow's vote. 

Pools dividends 

UTTlfWOOOS: Train* efeanne 24pts 
rre.8i3.9a 23 1599.80. 22 £47.10. 21 
£13 .35. Four dram £23.35. Mm Imm 
£13.70. Rn aways CS4.4S. 
VBMOH&TraMa choice: 3ApU £32 J3aS0. 
22 £224.55. 22 £28-95. Sopor shots £4.45. 

Pranar 10 £25^5. 

BBffTBiK TraM# dime*: 24pt* £584. 75, 23 
£9.75. 22 £110. Fow dram £1050, B0ti 
norms £380. fhaam^s £39.30. 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


World record attempts by 
Daniel Komen - and his coach, 
Moses Kiptanui - ended un- 
successfully in Rieti last nigbL 
Instead, it was another African, 
Burundi’s Olympic 5,000 metres 
champion Venuste Niyongabo, 
who produced the result of the 
night, r unning the third-fast est 
2,000 metres ever in 4min 49sec. 
It was the year’s fastest time and 
just 1.12 seconds outside the 
record set by Noureddine 
Morceli in 1995 in Paris. • 
Niyongabo, who has run the 
second-fastest 2,000 in 4:4S.69, 
missed the World Champi- 


. Hata JUSBel and 
DaTAcqua CFO 6<m 47 JBsec: 2 L Romo 
c (Vi« &4S83 3 E Hbr and E Soxtop. 
son (US) &5U4; 4 F GaapMrt and S Meaama 
na &53.40: b 3 M Tantnoy and J fee* cSA] 
655^a Heat 2 1 F Wafer and G Koaaca (Kmj 
6:4734; 2 UmmstcnandT EWi Ctoe) &4&4T; 

3 F Mata ana B WatoTOrngKlAut) &50.9& 4 
H laatomon and J Emquez ton T.-04^7, Hata 
SilHVee and TWIbokIomI 6:4235! 2S PtHto 
and A Lana (Aus) 6s45J8; 3 A Tudor anrtM 
Louzado IC81 6:59.43; 4 L teat and U SutoS 
(Turtmiantssni 7»4ja: 3 YTaududa and 0 Kara- 

BUapaiD7a4jOe.U0iM8H(aradn«la 

(irattMO la aach Kota Me Wrat): DM 1: 1 
Garmeny 557.37, 2 Graace &0028: 3 Mama 
ft02.es; 4 Spam &OSl 09. Host 2 1 Urttad 

Statu £50.43.' 2 Japan SOLOS: 3 Demuk 
&033Q. Cnrad fain (fir* four Into tota): 1 
Oram Bman 0J442 2 Csrcri Raputua ftlftAO: 

3 urotaa Stows ftiftsft 4 Craatta ftiftSft 6 
Germany &U3.7L UdMmWrt doaUs accOa 
tfcta two m adi beta Into Naitak »•« 
l: 1 A Ettaams and G U«rt (Aus) 637 jft 2 
H fewer and G Carta ISA! &3L44; 3 V Mtaudw 
and G Souwrvw CRus) ft3i83: 4 S Vkaie m 
R Santos (Pawl 7C4.T1: 5 R B Omar am C Ui 
Sen (SHU 725.02. Hata SS 1 F Dufpur and P 
Tbwmmfj 6-3066: 2 B Warn and RVtartrOjg 
836-52: 3 N Monahan and G Tore* rlrtl 
8*001: 4 K Beaiy and I BamUB (Cat) &fOA9i 
3 l am van and LJtom Ch two lOOsBO. hw 
ft 1 fl Chnal am on and 4 Snomyr (Swel 
<332-66; 2 T Bech Jansen end A Brains (Dan) 
ft3421: 8 T Bedngtaw and M Baactoy (OBJ 
fru ®- a a fiRnu uintM and a ci w a ©q 1 

and ; md« M ar- , 

cc (Sqi 626.^ 2 H Jutttdtacn and M Kot»u i 
lAuu 10&32 3 T Hateonen wd T JanMen fm) 
6:4059; 4 L Bakmsa and N 5mH (Pofl , 
6S143. UdMwoWit ontaa toiw {Brrt two 
tato 6na0: Heat 1: 1 Itaijr 005.70; 2 Urata 
States 6A6.49; 3 Canada 6:0081: 4 Sptai 1 
6-Jft09:B Or* 6:4098. Kata 2:1 Germany : 
004.91 2 Russia 6.-0922: 3 Gran total 
8:1026: 4 Japan fcl5.59; S Patera 609J51. 
QaoAwiW scuto mrat three Mn aanMnab^- 


Kata is 1 Genrary 05242 2 Uhraiw 533. 7 
3 Poland 5:5095: 4 Aftaitma 602.13. Mata 
2 1 Austria 553.93; 2 total &5 7.60; 3 Auc- 
trana 5^.70 4 Denmart, &OLfi2_ Host 3: 1 
SWtzedand 352.60: 2 Urtrod Stun 553.41; 
3 Belarus 55088; 4 Norway 55850 S BrhB 
6:07^2. (Grta bn into Anal); H-ta 3c 
lGraet Braam 508^8; 2 toava 55&7S; 3 M- 
tand 6 *732 4lfciHme ft403& Heat 2:iGer. 
rare 535.63; 2 Unfed Stares S3622; 3 tone* 
5J7SA: 4 BetaA* 5:48.79. 
WmnaraM tftoa<»tfetan8leaaN»ll*tafefe 
into Onel): l Grata BnorT 043.40: 2 Smden 


onships in Athens last month 
with a stomach musde injury. 

Tbe track in Rieti, a small 
town nestled in the mountains 
35 miles north-east of Rome, has 
seen three records fell in the past 
five years, including the 3,000m 
mark Komen set last year. 

Like Niyongabo, Komen was 
aiming at a record owned by 
Morceli: the 3:44 39 run by the 
Algerian at Rieti in 1993. 

Morceli set the mile and 
1500m standards on this track 
in 1992 and 1993 during his hey- 
day as the world's premier mid- 
dle-distance runner. He finished 
first in last night's 1500m, in 
3:31.00, well outside his best- 
ever 3:2737. 

Kiptanui, the first man to 


8:4350: 3 Nattertands ft 4352: 4 Umad 
-«m_e 85234; B Spam 65234. IfeMiMfeU 
•Ktata (tattaae feMH IS Bwwi 
— M Oran 00 7:17.50; 2 A Grainau m C 
BrsWta (Gri T2118; 3 1 MHmmie ana S 
UNdewa (Pol) 724.09: <H Yam^jcfn am Y 
Och Uapan) 72439c 6 G Ystig and F Zhong (04 
859.0ft QmWivhi aetata (At Mo Malta): 
Heta 1:1 Denmark B37.7& 2 Betas 639.79: 

3 Nattialandi 63131: 4 ftonarta 6:43-52; 5 
Cuba 751.74. Hata 2 1 Ukraine 62638: 2 
Cansda 63038; 3 Unfed Safes 63330: 4 
Palana 63635. BUM* (first fear Wo final]: 
Hata li 1 Canada &143& 2 Greet Bntsre 
R15.47; 3 Betas 6:1850; 4 Camere ftl984; 
6 Natha rt an d a 631.46; 6 Russia 63756. 

Ihigby Union 

Caledonia will be wrtboui Stewart 
Campbell fbrthetrH«ne*«rCupcam- 
pslgn, wluch begins, against vfettlng 
UaneW on Sunday. The Dundee High 
School FP lock has broken Ms flnesr and 
wfll be out for a* weeks. 

Iranis 

USOPBI (Hour York) Marfa aMOM FPralti 
rawitt M BK» (CMS) M S BRUGUOMSpl 7-5 

6- 2 6-4; M Larason One) hi W Fenafea CSA) 6-3 

7- 66-3; U CHANG <U5) (X C PIOAne (Fit 6-30- 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

PMin4S LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Aston Villa v Nottingham Fores (7.01. 
WON INSURANCE COMBINATION First 
Division: Queen’s PBrk Rangers v Chari- 
mn Atrteoc 

Speedway 

BilE LEAGUE: Ipswich vBelte Vue (730). 
FREMER LEAGUE: Sheffield v Oxford 
17.45). 

Other sports 

EQUESTRIAN ISM: Blenheim three-day 
event (Blenheim, Oxfordshire], 

TENNIS: Seoofeh Chomplonsfwps (Edin- 
burgh). 


break eight minutes in the 3,000 
steeplechase and hoping to re- 
claim his record in the event, 
was within striking distance of 
the mark two- thirds of the way 
through but could not maintain 
the pace and clocked Smin 
00_54sec. He was nearly five sec- 
onds outside the record set by 
fellow countryman Bernard 
Barmasai 10 days ago. 

“The pace was too fast for Lhe 
first two kilometres,” Kiptanui 
said. “1 am a little bit disap- 
pointed, but I was a little bit too 
tired." 

Komen. who won the world 
5.000m world title and then 
broke the distance’s record on 
22 August, also looked weary as 
he finished in 3:47.85. 


6 5-7 7-5 8-1: P RAFTER (Aus) W A Afiaca (USi 
B-3 7-6 4-6 6-3. Woman"* tacto *ntrf 
nata: I SPIRLEA (Roml HU SELES (US) 6-7 7-6 
63; V WMams (US) bt S Tastud (R 1 7 5 7-5. 
Man's dooblaa qnartar-Anais: W Btedi Oral 
and J Grabb (US) tt G hansevc (Goa) and C 
Suh (CzRap) 7-6 6-3: M BHUPATHI IM) and L 
FKES (Ml KWFiairetra (SA) and D Adams iSAl 

6- 4 7-6: Y KAFEUriMM (Rus) and D vACfK fCi 
Rap) KH da Jafer and R Koentg iSA) 7-5 7- 
5; J BKXWMAN (9*«) and N Kuui iSwe) br 1 
MovoK and D Rrid (CZ Rep) 7-6 3-6 6-4. 
Wonra nV dptataferartarttaafeL DAvavPQRT 
(USI and J WJVOTNA tCz Repl H Y Baaria (bi- 
dan) aid C Vis (Nertii W 7* M HM3S iSmu 
and A SANOCZ-ViCAnO (Spl br C MARTINEZ 
(Spl and P TARABINI (Arg) 4-OitCG FEPNAN- 
DEZ (US) and N ZVEREVA (Beta) H A RKai and 
N Tbum (FT) 4-6 6-2 6-2. tacart muMoa quai- 
tar-ffnatK L RAYMOND (US) and P GALBRAITH 
(USI bt E LMvwtM«& (Rus) and J Taranas (USi. 
8onMna(K M BahB« (Nevn and R laach (US) 
bt L Jaraan ilK) ande Sdtutz- MeCaftav mni 
6364. 

SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIPS <Edk«ff0i) Hrat 

mta: □ PaBQrtu (Ron) bt L MK^niGB) 6-1 

7- 5; M 2abaMa (Are) M R SOiuttler (Gen 3-6 
64 6-2: M Puerta (fegj H D Sapeford iGB) 

6-4; OStaoyiChevlBuOblF Mage till 6-76-1 
6-4; t Guaratola mi bt N Esoxie iFn 6-2 6-1; 
P knaz ISp) bt M Rpdnsjez WB 6- 3 60, c Auf 

Iray (ft) M 0 Datebre (Fn 7-6 ft2: R Gfeen (Frt 
KTKeWB(Hn)6-7 7-6 6^. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Tte number of hours Sky TV’s 
boxing programme on 4 Oc- 
tober will testLermox Lewis’s 
World Boxing Council heavy- 
weight tide defence against 
Andrew Gdota in Atlantic Oty 
will be the main attraction, at 
4.0am British time. 
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Meaning of tragedy 

Ken Jones puts sporting 
setbacks in perspective, page 26 


sport 


Race for the title 

County Championship 
reports, page 26 



Hoddle sends signals to you 







Football 

GLENN MOORE 
reports from Bisham Abbey 

Bisham Abbey seemed an 
appropriate place for England 
to be training yesterday, with 
one member of the party doing 
penance and the rest having 
remembrance at the back of 
their minds. 

While Rio Ferdinand joined 


a squad preparing for a match 
he has been excluded from, 
Glenn Hoddle, the coach, spoke 
of the difficulties of preparing 
a team for a World Cup quali- 
fier at a time when the country 
is in a state of mourning. 

Hoddle’s team meet Moldo- 
va at Wembley next Wednesday, 
four days after the funeral of 
Diana, Princess of Whies, and 
Hoddle said: “It will be a diffi- 
cult, emotional evening. It is an 


S rport unity to lift the nation at 
at stage. The three points are, 
in many ways, secondary; such 
a tragedy reminds us it is only 
a game of football. But she was 
a very professional lady and we 
have to be professional." 

Hoddle reiterated that Fer- 
dinand's exclusion for a drink- 
driving conviction would have 
occurred regardless of Diana's 
death in a car driven by an ap- 
parently drunk driver. “We 


made the decision before that 
news came out*" he said. “With 
an 18-year-old going to court on 
the day he was joining up with 
the squad, I had no option. If I 
hadn't, 1 wouldn't Have slept 
well at night-” 

Ferdinand was arrested in the 
early hours of Monday morning. 
He had taken a taxi home to 
Peckham after a long drinking 
session on Saturday night but 
made the mistake of having 


three further drinks over dinner 
with friends on the Sunday. 
They “topped up” the alcohol 
remaining in his blood. 

“Though there was no pub- 
licity, we did the same with Jody 
Morris, withdrawing him from 
the Under-21s after a similar in- 
cident a few months ago," Hod- 
dle said. "At that age we feel that 
is righn they need to learn that 
lesson. Its a signal to any young 
playeT. 


“Ferdinand is here because I 
wanted him to see what he is 
missing out on. This being his 
first call-up it had all the more 
impact, wfe have had a lon| 
chat. He’s very disappointed 
with what he's done. He feels 
he's let himself, his club and his 
family down. It has been a 
harsh lesson to leant. We don't 
want to crucify him - he hasn’t 
shot anyone or robbed a granny 
-but he needs to learn. He's oot 


out for good, Harry [Redknapp, 
his manager at West Ham! and 
I will monitor his conduct, if he 
goes and does something else in 
a month's time, then there's a 
problem.” 

Ferdinand is also being coun- 
selled by Tony Adams, a 
reformed' alcoholic and con- 
victed drink-driver, who is with 
the squad though he will not be 
fit to play next week. 

Hoddle added: “If you play for 


vows to 
keep on 
fighting 




asss*** 8 "' 


England there is on expectation 
on and off the pitch. The situa- 
tion with Paul Gascoigne [beat- 
ing his wife] was different. He 
was Dot taken to court. I felt he 
needed help to overcome it and 
it would not be beneficial to any- 
one to chuck him out the squad.” 

Three play ers, Teddy Sher- 
ingham, David Batty and Sol 
Campbell, missed training lo 
nurse various bruises and aches. 
All should be fino play next week. 

Yeboah 

transfer 

stalled 

TOMMY STANIFORTH 


Tony Yeboah’s proposed move 
from Leeds United to the Ger- 
man Bimdesfiga side Hamburg 
is unlikely to be concluded un- 
til early next week following 
“unexpected further develop- 
ments^ throughout yesterday. 

Leeds and Hamburg have 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from New York 

Among (he unforced errors at 
the United States Open was an 
item in the media notes stating 
that Elie Nastase, the former 
world No 1 from Romania, 
congratulated countrywoman 
Irina Spirlea after her victory 
over Monica Seles. 

Perhaps this confusion was 
rooted in Hie Nastase’s Some 
Like it Hot cabaret routine 
with his former doubles part- 
ner, Ion Tiriac, in Monte Car- 
lo. Whatever, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to keep 
pace with the changing faces 
and identities in the sport these 
days. 

The Americans in particular 
have reason to be perplexed in 
a week which has seen Pete 
Sampras lose his singles title, 
Andre Agassi fall short of fill- 
ing the vacancy, and Michael 
Chang teeter close to leaving 
the nation without a man in the 
last eighL for the first time in 
the open era. 

Agassi's quest ended in the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium in the 
fourth round on Tuesday night. 
The Las Vegan found Aus- 
tralia's Pat Rafter too difficult 
to catch after losing the open- 
ing sets, having failed to con- 
vert either of two set points in 
the second set. 

A spirited recovery from 1- 
4 to win the third set encour- 
aged the crowd, and his 
opponent, lo start bracing 
themselves for a marathon. 
But Rafter’s stamina, attacking 


flair, smartly angled shots and 
general superiority on the night 
and prevailed, 6-3, 7-6, 4-6, 
6-3. 

Rafter, the No 13 seed, now 
plays the unseeded Magnus 
Larsson, of Sweden, in the 
semi-finals. Agassi's next ap- 
pearance in a tournament is 
open to speculation, although 
he insists he will return. 

“I don’t know what is on the 
agenda," he said, “but be as- 
sured that it will be in the best 
interest of my game plan to 
come back and play well next 
year. I am out there on the 
court again, making improve- 
ments, feeling good, enjoying 
myself and getting better.” 

Well aware that his ranking 
is bound to slip from an already 
dodgy No 63, Agassi shrugged 
off the idea that numbers 
would deter him. “It is clear 
that when my game is togeth- 
er I am not worried about 
much except the person I am 
playing against.” he said, “ATP 
ranking is not something that 
I think much about, never 
have.” 

Some consolation for the 
Amercians has been derived 
from the emergence on the 
women’s side of Venus 
Williams. The 17-year-old Cal- 
ifornian’s recent endeavours to 
add a degree of strategy to her 
athleticism and shot-making 
has taken her to the singles 
semi-finals on her debut. 

The American Pam Sbriver. 
in 1978, was the last debutante 
lo appear in the last four, ad- 
vancing to the final, where she 
was defeated by Chris Even. 
Shrivcr was the No 16 seed. 



Venus Williams, of the United States, turns on the power to beat Ranee’s Sandrine Testud in the US Open quarter-finals 


Photograph: Reuter 


Williams, ranked No 66, is the 
first unseeded semi-finalist 
since Mima Jausovec, of the 
former Yugoslavia, in 1976. 

"U used to be that the oth- 
er person forced the mistake,” 
Williams said after her quarter- 
final victory against Sandrine 
Testud, of France. “I was not 
quite able to understand that 
I didn't have to go for winners, 
or 1 didn't have to always just 
expect to his a winner. 


“Fortunately, I was able to 
understand this, and in a small 
amount of time. It takes a lot 
of players years, and it could 
have been four years later, 
when I was 21. 1 would still be 
pretty young, but it is a long 
time in tennis." 

Williams credited her 
younger sister, Serena, with 
persuading her to vary her 
game for her third-round 
match against Germany’s Anke 


Huber, the No 8 seed. “I nev- 
er before took too much pace 
off the ball," Venus said. “I 
think I just started doing it in 
practice automatically, mostly 
because Serena does it quite a 
lot. 

“Serena will cake the pace off 
the ball, and place it. 1 was not 
good at that. I kind of looked 
at her and learned ft. It took me 
a while, because she just takes 
advantage of me taking the 


pace off the ball It just clicked. 
Some things happen like thaL" 

After defeating Testud, 7-5, 
7-5, Williams hauled herself far 
enough up the perimeter wall 
to kiss her mother, Oracene, 
and then collected the beads 
which had fallen from her 
braided hair during the course 
of play and distributed them 
among spectators. 

"My goal coining in [to Lhe 
tournament] was not to lose 


one bead during a match, so I 
definitely didn’t meet my goal,” 
she joked. “I’m kind of upset 
about that. I am going to work 
harder in the next tourna- 
ment." Beads of inspiration, 
beads of perspiration. 

Spiriea, the No 11 seed, now 
stands between Williams and a 
place in the final. Maybe Elie 
Nastase will make another 
cheer-leading appearance. 
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definitely agreed a fee of?' 
“around £lm" for the Ghana-' 
ian international, who has been 
in self-imposed exile from El- 
land Road since the end of last 
season. The 31 -year-old striker 
is still to negotiate personal 
terms, although both Leeds 
and Yeboah's adviser are con 
fident a deal can be struck. 

Leeds' managing director, 
Jeremy Fenn, said: “There have 
been further unexpected de- 
velopments today. Discussions 
have taken place, although they 
are still to be concluded on the 
playing side. We have agreed a 
Fee, and I would hope every- 
thing can be finalised some 
time next week.” 

Yeboah's adviser, Hayden 
Evans, confirmed: “There are 
several issues still to be re* 
solved and a lot of work yet tC 
be done. If the deal does go 
through, and we are hopeful I 
can not see it being any earlier 
than next week." 

Leeds will be keeping their 
fingers crossed that a deal for 
Yeboah. who cost them £3.4m 
from Eintracht Frankfurt in 
January 1995, can be ironed out 
after the recent breakdown 
the Swedish international To- 
mas Brolin’s transfer to Real 
Zaragoza. Both players are out 
of favour at Elland Road fol- 
lowing well-publicised rows with 
George Graham. 

Yeboah has not played in the 
first team since throwing his 
i shirt at the Leeds manager af- 
ter being substituted during a 
defeat at Tottenham in mid- 
March. The fed-up forward 
then spent the rest of the sea 
son on the sidelines, before re- 
turning home to Ghana in the 
summer and deciding to boycott 
pre-season training He recently 
turned down a move to Newell's 
Old Boys, of Argentina. 

More football page 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


By Mass 



Wednesday’s solution 


HUQUUUUUJLEl IUUEJHU 
liliUUldUUU 
BHtaua UlilUUUUULiU 
tiaUtiJLIULIU 
llUDUHEHianUE HUL3H 
Ed U LU D LI Li 
QIQMfrllUIdU BQHQEHE 
U U IS D Q til 

unuHLJHD Eiamnuuu 
u u u iu u id 
fl-lBUHBH UlilCa^tlUOUCiEJ 

■Hid in e e m n u a 

HLH3UI1BUUH LH3I3UIS 
auiauiuiLiytJ 
tfUHCJfcJ □UUUUBUISU 


Axed Martin points the 
finger at Ballesteros 





ACROSS 

9 Capital! (5.4) 

10 Over produces a win (5) 

11 100 on comparatively 
cheerful staff (7) 

12 No church is in the mon- 
ey! (7) 

13 May's one for the lights, 
around North (5) 

14 One to spill tne beans - 
twice (9) 

16 Act of bravado involving 
one of the chambers? (7,8) 

19 Scare had nervous fellow 
making for cover (9) 

21 Following? Support s fad- 
ing away (5) 

22 Thin and pale outside hos- 
pital (7) 

23 Pu^etpact was arranged 

24 Narrow margin (5) 


25 Out of sorts, referring to 
depression in a number (5- 
6 ) 

DOWN 

1 Brisk responses from the 
Left and the Right? (5,5) 

2 Details of first-class proph 
erties, as reported (S) 

3 Ghost possessing artist 
within (o) 

4 Light wood one’s carved 

5 Costing or dismissing? 

(7.3) 

6 Level with everyone, the 
European - In line (S) 

7 Weight includes long 

S achet (6) 
fame froi 


15 Lor! Weekend spent in I 
embroidery! (10) i 

17 One's pierced slight Eng- i 
Ush shield (S) i 

IS Note on a piano in quick _ 
measure (S) J 

20 Sirens evoking symbols i 
around Hollywood loca- ■ 
tion (6) 

21 SOUND SUBSTANTIAL ! 
DWELLING - Reduced - 

„ (6) i 

22 Note slapped on casino’s ; 
last game (4) 

23 Not all braceletswill make I 

a hit (4) ! 


8 Name from incomplete 

record (4) 

14 Youth's turned up to'courL 
in smooth perfume (10) 


Back mm ^rabble lion Hmnric Ncwpapa^ D1WK S4TOTO. 


ANDY FARRELL 

reports from Crans-sur-Sierre 

A night's sleep after learning of 
his exclusion from Europe's 
Ryder Cup team dearly did 
nothing for Miguel Angel Mar- 
tin’s disposition. At a news con- 
ference in Madrid announcing 
that his lawyer would appeal to 
the Ryder Cup Committee, 
Martin knew who to blame for 
his exclusion. 

“The captain, Seve Balles- 
teros, is responsible for this," 
Martin said. In response to a 
question about whether he 
thought there was a plot to re- 
move him and replace him with 
a better known player, he an- 
swered: “Yes." 

Martin added: “The other 
players are with me. The- only 
people who are against me are 
the Ryder Cup Committee and 
Seve Ballesteros.” One of those 
players is believed to be- Jose 
Maria Olazabal the 11th man 
On the Cup qualifying Kst who 
has been handed Martin's place. 

However, Ballesteros, here in 
Switzerland, where he will an- 
nounce his two wild card se- 
lections after the first round of 
the European Masters today, 
denied he was involved in the 
decision. He said be was told of 
Martin's exclusion only on Tues- 
day night in a telephone call 
from Ken Schofield, the exec- 
utive director of the PGA Eu- 
ropean Tour. 

This contradicts a statement 
issued on Tuesday saying that 
the decision to drop Martin 
was taken “following close 
consultation between the Ry- 
der Cup Committee and Seve 
Ballesteros". 

“No, no, no, I was not there," 


Ballesteros reiterated. “I don’t 
even have the official statement. 
It was up to the committee." 

He added: “This is a team 
event, not an individual event. 
I am in a difficult position. 
The Ryder Cup is in Spain, I am 
Spanish, Miguel Angel Martin 
is Spanish and he is a good 
friend." 

Martin called the instruc- 
tion for him to play 18 holes at 
Vhlderrama yesterday to prove 
his fitness “sheer stupidity”. 
He has not played since mid- 
July due to a wrist injury, but has 
been told he can resume chip- 
ping balls later this week. “They 
could wait until days before and 
name a replacement if I was not 
ready," he said. 

“I think this is an economic 
problem, not personal. It's not 
the same having Miguel Angel 
Martin playing Tiger Woods as 
having Nick Faldo playing Tiger 
Woods." Martin’s lawyer 
warned that if the appeal was 
unsuccessful he would “go to 
the courts”. 

The Spaniard found support 
in his friend Ignacio Garndo, 
who will make his Ryder Cup 
debut at Valdemnna. “If he 
takes this to law, he could stop 
the Ryder Cup being played," 
Garrido said. “You do not need 
to play golf to know if this de- 
cision is right. It's the most un- 
fair decision I've ever heard of 
in golf histoiy. If it had been 
Seve, or Monty, it would not 
have happened.” 

Qualifying for the Cup which 
starts at V&lderrama on 26 Sep- 
tember- it seems to have been 
going on for years - started 12 
months ago at the British Mas- 
ters at Collingtree Park, 
Northampton. The event be- 
came infamous for featuring the 
worst greens on the European 


tour - until this week. The 
Crans-sur-Sierre course here, 
which doubles as nursery ski 
slopes in the winter, has suffered 
from record rainfall in the last 
two months and a greenkeep- 
er mixing a wrong batch of fer- 
tiliser. All of which has left Nick 
FaJdo a deeply unhappy golfer. 

“There is no chance of hit- 
ting two putts the same," said 
Faldo, who is playing in Europe 
for the first time since the 
Open. “It is totally out of your 
control." Faldo, who should 
learn today of his selection as 
a wild card, is under contract, 
like Colin Montgomerie, to 
play here. One of the glamorous 
locations on tour, the tourna- 
ment has been staged here 
since 1939. 

“This is your preparation for 
the Ryder Cup and this is what 
you arc given,’' Faldo, who 
abandoned Europe for the US 
tour three years ago, said. 

“There has to be a serious in- 
vestment of money. It’s a great 
venue up here, great fun, but if 
we are going to stay here, we 
have to bite the bullet and 
dose the course down for a year, 
do all the work, then come bade 
and see that we're going for- 
wards. We are definitely not go- 
ing forward, we are going 
backwards.” 

Tfcmporary gree ns at the sixth 
and eighth holes wifl be used for 
the first two holes, and yester- 
day's pro-am. in which Balles- 
teros played with the Argentine 
president Carlos Menem, took 
place on the nine-hole short 
course across the road. 

One more heavy downpour 
could put the tournament in 
doubt, but in any case it wQl be 
a week for admiring the spec- 
tacular views of the Alps rather 
than the putting surfaces. 


Why make Life 
Complicated? 


Heath Robinson could find the most 
complex solution to a simple task. 

At Morse, we do the opposite As an 
independent provider of computing 
solutions, we simplify implementation 
and management of complex systems. 

Please caflusto find out more about our 
consulting services, or visit our website 
at www.morsexo.uk. 
















